R E © R D. 
OF ANCIENT 


' HISTORIES, 


Entituled in Latine, 
G ESTA ROMANORUM 


Diſcourſing of ſundry Examples, for the ad- 
vancement of Vertue, and the aban- 
doning ot Vice. 
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1; HE ARGUMEN T;:::5 

Mans ſoul is dearly beloved of Cod her Father: And yet for ſundvy 
good graces ſhe. is tempted by the Devil by three diverſe, means, 
at three ſeveral ages in this mortal life. If ſhe reſiſt and overcome 
the ſame, ſbe is hereby adapted to the ffuttion of the Matrimonial 
joy in Heaven, with Chriſt the San of God. 


er, the Knight voluntari þ Sranced A 
m three 1 


4 G ESTA ROMANO RUM. 
then he thzetv koꝛth the ſecond ball of gold, and ſhe ſtoped as befoꝛt 
and tk it up, and in that while the Knight got bekoꝛe her again: 

. which this young Damſel ſceing, conſtraiued her (elf, and ran ſo 
fait, that the (wn had him at au advantage again, and was a fo:e 
hint again: Now by that time they were nigh the mark where 
they ſhould abide, wherefoze the Knight thꝛew foꝛth the third ball 
befoze her, and the ſtoped down ta take up the ball: And while 
the was taking up the third ball, the Knight got before her, aud 
was urſt at the mark. And thus was the won. 

: | The Moral. 

By this Emperor is underſtood the Father of Heaven, and 
by the Damſel is underſtood” the ſoul of man, with whom many 
Devilsdeſire to run, and todeceive her through their tentations, 
but ſhe withſtandeth them mightily, and overcometh them: 
And when he hath done his worſt, and may not ſpeed, then 
makes he three balls of gold, and caſteth them before her in 
the three ages of man; that is to ſay, in Youth, in Man-hood, 
and in Old age. In youth the Deyil caſteth the ball of letchery 
before her; that is to ſay, the deſire of the fleſh : nevertheleſs, 
for all this ball, oftentimes man overcometh the Devil, by 
acknowledging of ns fin to God by hearty repentance, and an 
amendement of life. The ſecond ball, is the ball of pride, 
the which the Devil caſteth to man in his man-hood ; that is 
to ſay, in his middle age: but this ball man oftentimes over- 
cometh, as he did the firit: but let him beware of the third 
ball, which is covetouſneſs, that the Deril caſteth to man in 
his old age, which is dreadful: for except a man may overcome 
this ball, with the other two he ſhall loſe his honor; that is 
to ſay, the Kingdom of Heaven. For when a man burneth in 
covetouſneſs, he thinketh not on ghoſtly riches (for ever his 
heart is ſet on worldly goods) and reckoneth not of prayers, 
ror of well-doing, and thus loſeth he his-heritage, to the 
which God hath bought him with his precious Blood : Unto 
the which our Lord Jeſus bring us all. 


THE ARGUMENT. 


As God allotteth diverſe men, diverſe callines and eſtates of living 
in this World, ſo is every man tryed by the rule of life and doFrine, 
whether his praiſe agree with his profeſſion, in profiting himſelf, 
without prejudice to others, wherein if he ſo hold himſelf content, 

for ſuch a ſon the heavenly Father hath planted atree of heavenly 
treaſure in the life that ſhall be everlaſting. 8 
e 


GESTA ROMANORUM, 5 

The Second Hiſtory. | 
T vere reigned ſometime inRomt a wiſe and mighty Emptroꝛ, 
named {4nielim, whodidbear in his arms a thield of ülver, 
with five red Roles. This Empero! had thzee ſons, whom he loved 
much. He had alto continuai war with the King of Egypt, in 
which war he lot all his temporal goods, except a pzecious Tree. 
Jt-foztunes after on a day, that he gave battel to the (ame Ring 
of Egypt, wherein He was grievonily wounded, nevertheleſs he 
obtained the victozy, notwithſtanding he had his deadly wound: 
wherekoze while he lay at point of death, He called unto him his 
eldeſt ſon, and laid: My dear and twwell-beloved ſon, all my tem- 
poꝛal riches are ſpent, and almoſt nothing is left me. but a pze- 
cious Tree, the which ſtandeth in the mivit of mine Empire: J 
give to thee all that is under the earth, and above the earth, of 
the - "hy Tree. De mp reverend Father, quoth he, J thank you 
much, 

Then ſaid the Emperoꝛ: Call to me my ſecond ſon. Anon the 
eldeſt ſon greatly joying of his fathers gift, called in his bzother : 
and when he came the Emperoz laid: Mp dear (on, J may not 
make my CTeſtament, foz as much as J have ſpent all my gods, 
txcepta Tree which ſtandeth in the midſt ol mine Empire: of the 
which Tree, J bequeath to thee all that is great and mall, Then 
anſwered he, and laid: My reverend Father, I thank you much. 
Then ſaid the Emperoꝛ, Call to me my third ſon: and lo it was 
done. And when he was come, the Emprroꝛz ſaid : My dear (on, 
J muſt die of theſe wounds, and J have only a pꝛecious Tre, of 
which J have given thy bzethren their poztion, and to thee J be- 
queath thy portion, foꝛ J will that thou have of the ſaid Tree all 
that is wet and dry. Then ſaid his ſon ; Father, J thank you, 
Soon after the Emperoꝛ had made this bequeit, he died. and ſhoꝛt · 
ly after, the eldeſt ſon twk poſſeſſion of the Tree. Now when the 
ſecond (ſon heard this, he came to him, ſaying : My brother, b 
what law oz tittle occupy you this Tree? Dear bzother, quot 
he, J occupy it by this tittle, my father gave me all that is un- 
der the earth, and above of the ſaio Tree : by rcaſon therefozc the 
Tree is mint. Unknowing to thee, quoth the ſecond bzother, Hs 
gave unto me all that is great and (mall of the laid Tree, and 
therefoze J have as great right in the ſaid Tree as you. This hear - 
ing the third ſon, he came to them, and ſaid : My well-belovey 
b:ethren. it behoveth you not ts ſtrive koz this Tree,toz J have as 
much right in this Tree as pou : foz by the Law yz wot the laſt 
Mill and Teſtament ought to ſtand: fox of a truth he gave me 
of the ſaid Tre, all that is wet and dry, and therefoze the Tree is 
mine. But foz as much as your wozds are of great foꝛce, and mine 
alſo, my counſel is, that we be judged by reaſon : foz it is not god 
noꝛ commendable that ſtrife oz diſſention thould be among us. Here 


beſide dwelleth a King full of reaſon, therefoze to avoid 5 


„ G ESTA ROMANO RUM, 
let us go to him, and each of us lay his right befoze him: and ag 
he thall judge, let us ſtand to his judgement, Then ſaid his bꝛe⸗ 
thren, Thy counſel is good: cuherefaꝛe they went all thꝛe unto 
the King of reaſon, and each of them ſeverally thewed foꝛth this 
right unto him, as is ſaid before. 

Then the King had heard th? tittles, he rehearſed them all 
again ſeverally; firſt, ſaying to th? eldeff ſon thus: You ſay, 
quoth the King, that your father gave you all that is under the 
earth, and above the earth, of the laid Tree. And to the (econy 
bother he bequeathed all that is great and ſmall of that Tree. 
And to the third bother he gave all that was wet and 8 

And with that he laid the Law to them, and (ſaid, That his 
Will ought to ſtand. 

Now my dear Friends, bꝛiefly J ſatisfy all your requeſts; and 
when he had thus ſaid, he turned unto the elveſt brother, ſaying, 
y dear friend, if you liſt to abzde the judgement of right it be- 
Hoveth you to be letten bud on the right arm. Mp Lozd, quoth 
he, your will ſhall be dont. Then the King called fo; a diſcreet 
Phyſician, commanding him to let him blood. 

Mhen the e:deit ſon was thus letten blod, the King (aid unto 
them all thzee: My dear friends, where is your fathzr buried; 
Then anſwered they, and (aid ; Foꝛſoth, my Loꝛd, in ſuch a place, 
Anon the King commanded to dig in the ground foz the body, and 
to take a bone out of his bꝛraſt, and to bury the body again: aud 
lo it was done. And when the bone was taken out, the King com- 
manded that it thould be laid in the blod of the eldeſt bzothzr,and 
it ſhould ly till it had received kindly thy blood, and then to be laid 
in the Sun and Dd: yed, and after that it ould be watht with clear 
water. His ſervants fullfilled ail that he had commanded : and 
when ther began to wach, the blood vanithed clean away. When 
the King (at this, he ſaid to the ſecond ſon 3 Jt behoveth that thou 
be ictten blod.as thy þzother was. Then ſaid he, My Lozd, pour 


will thall be fullfilled. And anon he was done unto like as his 


bꝛother was in all thing. And when they began to wal the bones, 
the blod vaniched away. Then ſaid the King to the third ſon: Jt 
behoveth thee to be letten blod likewiſe. He anſwered, and ſaid ; 
My Lord, it pleaſeth me well ſo to be. Mhen the poungeſt brother 
was letten blod, and done unto, in all things as his bꝛeehren 
were befoze, then the Kings ſervants began to waſh the bone, but 
neither kor waſhing noz rubbing might they do away the blod of 
the bone, but it ever appeared blody. Then the King ſawv this, 
he ſaid: Jt apptareth openly now that this blwd is of the nature 
of the bone : thou art his true ſon, and thele other two be Baſt⸗ 
ards ; J judge thee the Tree foz evermoze. 


The Moral, | 
Dear Friends, this Emperor betokeneth our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, which bare a ſhicld of ſilyer with fiye red roſes ; that 
| is 


XC 


| GESTA--ROMANORUM, 3 
' | js, his body, that was ſo fair ſo clear, and more radiant then 
, any ſilver, according to the Pſalmiſt Specioſus forma præ filiis 
5 hominum 7 that is, he was more f.ir of ſhape then all the 
children of men. By theſe five roſes, we underſtand his five 
wounds which he ſaffered for mankind, And by the King of 
Egypt, we underſtand the Devil, againſt whom he fought all 
the time of his life, and at the laſt he was ſlain for mankind. 
| Nevertheleſs before his death he made his teſtament to his 
| three ſons. . 
| By the firſt, to whom he gave of the Tree all that was under 
the earth, and above the earth, we underſtand ſuch mighty 
maen, and others of all eſtates in this world, as are not content 
with their callings, ſeek ambitiouſly the ſubverſion of others, to 
magnify and exalt themſelves. By the ſecond ſon, to whom 
 hegne all of the Tree that was great and ſmall, we underſt ind 
ſuch worldly wiſe men in this World, which in their ſubtility 
attempt to win or loſe all. By the third ſon, to whom he gave 
all that was wet and dry of the Tree, we underſtand every good 
Chriftian Prince, Noble man, Magiſtrat, or meaner perſon 
in every Common-wealth whereſocver, which eſhewing alt 
ambition and covetouſneſs, holdinghimſelf content with the 
| providence of God, and in his own calling laboreth truly to do 
good unto all men yea, (though himſelf ſuſtain injuries, 
{uffering now ſolace, then care, now riches, then poverty; yet 
receiveth all this thankfully, to have this precious Tree, 
' bequeathed thus unto them. This Tree is the Tree of Paradiſe, 
that is everlaſting joy, which is given to us all, if we take it 
thankfully, This every man obtaineth not, therefore it behoveth 
them to go to the King of reaſon; that is, unto the Father of 
Heaven who knoweth all things. The firſt ſon was let blood, 
and in his blood the bone was laid. By this bone we ſhall 
underſtand our ſtrong faith in Chriſt's merits, and by the 
lively and fruitfull ſap of good works proceeding out of the 
ſame, which are rare things to be found in thoſe that ſeek their 
Own private gain, who when they are let blood by the ſharp 
Lance of GODS Juſtice; and it be eſtabliſhed with divine 
' predication, and made dry with the Sunof outward profeſſion, 
yet being waſht with the water of ſvelling pride, malice, envy, 
4nd ſuch like; then the faith in Chriſts merits is as though we 
had not receiyed it, and the lively and fruitfull ſap * good 
works, hath no power to tarry upon it, but yaniſheth _ 
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GESTA ROMANORUM, 
And thus it farcth with theſe other two, the firſt and ſecond 
ſons : but the third ſon, being contrary unto the other in pro- 
feſſion and practiſe of life and manners, be he Magiſtrate or 
mean perſon, the bone of ſuch a perſon will ever be firm o 


faith in himſelf, and towards others. From ſuch a mans bone 


the blood of lively fruits (to himſelf and all othef̃s profitable) 
will never be waſhed away with the water of wretchedneſs: 


but the more it is dryed in the Sun of true tryal, the better 


it is. Such are the true children of God, of u hom our Lord 
ſpeaketh thus: Te which have forJaken all things for me; that is, 
ye that have forſaken the way of fin, ſhall receive an hundred 
times more ; that is, ye ſhall not only receive the Tree of 
Paradiſe, but alſo the heritage of Heaven, Theſe other two 
are Baſtards, becauſe what they promiſed in their Baptiſm, 
they wrought all the contrary through their wicked living; and 
therefore he that deſireth to obtain the joys of Heaven, muſt 
abide ſtedfaſtly in the profeſſion and practiſe of good life and 
manners, and then by Chriſt he ſnal obtain the Tree of Paradiſe. 
Uato which he bring us, who liveth and reigneth for ever. 
Amen, 


THE ARGUMENT, 

God fo loved ſinſul man, that heſent his only begotten Son to redeem 
him out of the captivity of the World, to reſt with him in the joys 
of Heaven, 1 

The third Hiſtory. 

15 Rome there dwelt ſometimes a Noble Emperoz, named 
Dioclefian, who loved exceedingly the vertue of charity, where- 

toze he deſired greatly to know what fowl loved her young belt, to 

the intent that he might thereby grow to moꝛe perced charity. Jt 


fo:tuned upon a day, that the Emperoz rode to a Foreſt to take ' 


* 


* 
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his diſpoꝛt, whereas he tound the neſt of a great bird (called in 


Latine Struchio Cameli, in Englich an Dur idge) with her poung, 
the which young bird the Emperoz tok with him, and cloſed her 
in a veſſel ofglaſs. The dam of this little bird tollowed unto the 
Emperoꝛs Pallace, and flew into the hall where Her young one 
was. But when the law her.young one, and could not come to her 


noꝛ get her out, the returned again to the Fozreft, and abode there 


th:e days, and at the laſt the came again to the Palace, bearing. 
in her mouth a woꝛm, called Thumare: and when ſhe came where 
her young one was, the let the wozm fall upon the glaſs; by vertue 
of which wozm, the glaſs brake, and the young one flew foꝛth with 
her dam. Then the Emperoz ſaw this, he pꝛailed much the dam 
of the bird, which laboured ſo diligently to deliver her young one. 

"The 
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G ESTA ROMANORUM, 9 
"Oh The Moral. | | 

Dear friends, this Emperor is the Father of Heaven, which 

reatly loveth them that live in perfect love and charity. This 
tele bird taken from the Forreſt, and cloſed in the glaſs, was 
Adam our forc- father, which was exiled out of Paradiſe and 
was put into the glaſs, that is Hell. This hearing the dame of 
the bird, that is the Son of God, he deſcended from Heaven 
unto the Forreſt of the VVorld, and lived there three dayes, 
bearing with him a worm, that is man- hood, according to the 
pſalmiſt, Tam a worm, and no man. This man was llain 
amongſt tlie Jews; of whoſe blood, the veſlel eternal was broken, 
and the bird went out, that is, Adam went forth with his Dame, 
the Son of God, and new to Heaven. 
e Tee. | 

A clean ſpirit and undefiled ſoul is the daughter of God, ſo dear unte 

him, that he beſtoms her not upon the rich man wanting wiſdom, 

but upon the poor man that is wiſe. and liveth in his fear; which 

if (he at any time tranſgreſs by frailty of fleſh, then ſeebeth 
' ſhe for recovery of her healih by the medicine of amendement of 

life: ſuch a ſoul ſhall be eſpouſed to Chriſt, and live with him in 

the Mold to come deal. 


The fourth Hiſtory. 


"Dmetime rtignedin Rome a worthy Emperoz & a wiſe, which 
had a fair daughter and gracious in the ſight ot every man: this 
emperoꝛ bethought him on a day, to whom he might give his daugh- 
ter in marriage, reaſoning thus: If J give my vaughter to a rich 
man, and he bea fol, then is che loft: but if J give her to a p 
and a, wilt man, then may he get his living by his wüldom. 
- There was at that time dtveilfig-in the City or Kome a Phi⸗ 
loſopher named Socrates, poor, but wile, which came to the Em⸗ 
peroz, and lam: My Lozd, be uot diſoleaſed, tho J put tozth my 
petition betoxt pour 2 Emperoz laid, lptak on. Chen 
laid Socrates.; My Lord, pe have a daughter whom J Deſire a« 
bove all things. The empersz aulwerkd, and ſaid, my friend, J 
hall give ther my daughter to wite, on this condition, thal if ſhe 
die in thy fellowthip, after that the is eſpouled to thee, thou ſhalt 
without doubt loſe thy head. Then ſaid Socrates, Upon this con⸗ 


Dition, J will gladly take her to my Mite: dhe Emprroz hear- 


ing this called all the Lozvs and ſtates of his Empire, ans made 
a great tealt at their wedoing., And after the trau, Socrates en 
home his wife to his own houle, where they tiweo in peace and 
health 'a long time. But at the lan, this Emperoꝛs daughter 
licknga to death almoſt: TIENES perceived this, he _ 
I a 
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to G ESTA ROMANORUM, 
to himſelf: Alace, and wo is me, what hall J do, and whether 
bail J flee, if the Emperoꝛs daughter that is iny wife ſhould die? | 27: 
nd koꝛ {ozrow this Socrates went to a Fozrift there beüde, ann 
wept bitterly. Then while he thus wept and mourned, there came 
an aged man having a ſtaff in his hand. And asked him whey he 
mourned? Docrat?s anſwered, and (aid: Jelpouled the Empe: 
r02s daughter, upon this condition, that if the dit in my fellow- 
fhyip, J ould loſe my lite; now the is uckned to Death almoſt, and 
J can find no remedy noz help, and therecoze J mourn. 
Then laid the old man: Be of good comiozt, koꝛ J ſhall hel y 
fou, if ye will do a ter my counſel. In this Fozreft be thi Herbs, 0 
if you make a bꝛink of the firſt fo; your wite,aud of the, other two ' m4 
a plaiſttr, and if ye uſe this mevicinal dzink and plaiffer in due hin 
time, without doubt ye Hall recover her perfect health. Socratts 7 c 
did all that the old man had taught him. And _ his wift | ſha 
had uſed a while that medicinal Dink and plaiſter, within ſhoꝛt M 
time ſhe was perkealp whole of all her licknels. And 14 the | pou 


BA. f!’''—ͥ— 
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Empero heard that Socrates had ſo recovered his wikt, he pꝛo⸗ | Re: 
motcd him to great honour. — — 
De the 

The Moral. | ba 


Dear friends, the Emperor is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, his | end 
daughter fo fair and ſo Gracious, is the ſoul, made to the pig 
ſimilitude of God, which is full Glorious in the fight of him | the 
and of his Angels, while ſhe is notdefiled, but abideth in her his 
own proper cleanneſs. This ſoul God would not give it to a | whe 
rich man, but to a poor: that is; a man that is made of the — 
ſlime of the earth. eh! þ oe, 

This Socrates is a poor man: for why? every man cometh | gp, 
poor and naked into this World from his mothers belly: and ball 
Every man takes his ſoul in wedlock 3 upon ſuch condition, | mat 
that if ſhe die in his fellowſhip by deadly fin, without doubt thou 
he ſhall loſe eternal life. Therefore, O thou man, if thy wife **'$ 
ficken through frailty of tleſh,unto this ſin, do then as Socrates 


did, go unto the Forreſt, that is, the Church of Chriſt, and | yg, 


thou ſhalt find there an old man with a ſtaff, that is, a diſcreet | fore 
Preacher, which ſhall Ye unto thee theſe three Herbs : | thoy 
whereof may be confected the medicine of thy recoyery un- of th 
to health. The firſt herb is acknowledging of (ia : the ſecond | mak 
is repentance : and the third is newnels of life, according to as 
the will of God. If theſe herbs be uſed in a plaiſter, the ſin- pied 
ner without doubt ſhall receive his health, and his foul ſhall 

be delivered from fin, and aſſuredly he ſhall have everlaſting | P 


life: Unto the which bring us our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. ** | whic 


| GESTA ROMANORUM,.. 11 
her a THE ARGUMENT... 4 
ie? | Many fooliſh idi s of the World, wha fhy in abundance of worldli 
ind wealth and pomp, thinkin; they ſhall live here always, are la- 
me | houred unto by the Preachers of Gags Word, and admoni ved of 
he | their momentary felicities, and to prepare themſelves in beſtow; 
— | ing well their ſhort time bere, to enjꝝ the bleſſing of everlaſting 
nd felicity in the World to come, 
The fifth - Hiſtory, RO 
ty 8 thers reigned in Rome a mighty Emperor, and 
bs, 0 wile named Frederick, who had one only (on, hom he love 
loo | mych. This Emperoz when He lay at pojnt of death, called unt 
due him his ſon, and laid: Dear ſon, J have a Ball of gold, whic 
tts FT charge thee, on my blelsing, that thou anon after my death 
vift | 955 give to the verieſt fol thou canlt find. Then ſaid his Son! 
0:t | Mp Lozd, withaut 2 ypur mill ſhal be fulfilled. Anon, this 
the — Lon, after the drath of his father, went and ſought many 
bro | Realms, and found many wzetchlels fols: but betaulſe he wouly 
perfoꝛm his fathers will, he (ought till he camt to a Realm where 
the Law was luch, that eviry year a new King was choſen, who 
hi had the ruling of the Realm kon ont year pnly, and a the mars 
1s | end he was depoſed, and N into an Jland, there he finiched 
the his lite in miler y. Nu hen the Emperoꝛs ton came to this Real! 
nim | the new King was choſen with great honour. And bzought tinf 
her His Regal ſeat with much Wutick, and great reverence. Q1 
o a | when the Emperozs ſon faw that, He came unto him, and falutey 
the bim reverently, laying 2 My Lozd. lo J give vou this ball of go'p 
on my tathers behalf. Then laid he: J pzay thee, tell mg the 
cauſe why thou giveſt me this ball? Then anlwered he, and ſaid: 
eth My father charged me on his death bed, that J would give thi 
and ball to the moſt fan that J could find: wherefoze J have loug 
on, many Realms, and have found many fols, but a moze fol then 
ubt thou J never found: foy it is not unknown to thee, that thou ſhalt 
vife reisn but a year, and at the years end thou thalt be exiled into 3 
place, whereas thou 2 dit 4 miſerable death: wherefoze J hold 
ther for the moſt feol that ever J found, fo: as much as foꝛ th 
and | Loꝛdſhip of a pear, thou wilt co willfully (oft thy ſelf; and there 
ect | fore J Five thee this ball. Then ſaid the King: Withont doubt 
bs: thou ſaveft truely, and therrkoze while J am now in full power 
un- | Of this Realm, F wilt ſend befoze me great treaſure wherelith, 
ond ma fuſtain my felt from a miſerable death, when Jameri ed,and - 
put Dowh, And lo this was Done; and at the years end tohen he 
. ag exiled, he lived there in peace and quietnels, and after ward 
in- died a good death. | 
| De Moral, 


ing Dear friends, this Emperor is the Father of Heaven, the 
| Vhich bequeathed the ball, that is worldly richgs to fools and 
HE | 7 FM ? idiots, 


ear, is the World: for whoſo fiveth an hundred years, when 
be dieth, he ſhall ſeem to have lived the ſpice of one year; 
therefore do as the King did while ye be yet in the power of 
life, ſend before you your treaſure ; that is, firm faith in Chriſts 
. merits; and the fruits of Gods Word proceeding from the ſame 
then certainly, when we'be exiled qut of this World, we ſhal 
live in peace, and ſhall find the mercy of GOD plentifully, 
whereby we ſhall obtain eternal life. Unto which bring us, he 
that for us ſhed his precious blood. | 


THE ARGUMENT. 


The evil- diſpoſed men of this Warld, are here ad veriiſed of their greedy 
gripping afrer the ſweet temptations of the Devil, wherein ſuch ds 
rejyce, till death cometh ſuddenly upon them, and then they fall 
into the horrible pit of deſlate dathneſs due to their deſerts, 

| The fixth Hiſtory. - | 
Jocleſian reigned in the City ok Rome, in whoſe Empire 
D awelt a noble hiloſophex, who by Art ſet up an Jmage in 


the midſt oc the City oc Rome; which Image ſtretched out 

his arm and his fozemoſt finger, whereupon fiwd this Poley wzit- | 
ten in Latint: (Percute hic:) Strike here. This Imagt a.ter | 
2 Death of the Philolopher, ſtod a long time, and many great | 
rler iption that was on the anger, 


larks came toꝛ to read the ſuperſeri 
but none unde ritod it: wherekoze the people wondered much. At 


many Realms and Lands, to ſhow unbeli-ying men and fools | 
their peril. The Realm wherein no King might reign but a 


a” 


laft, a long time after, there cant z ſtrange Clark out of a far 


Countrep, and when he (aw the mage, he read the (upericription, 
Strike here. And then upon a dap when he law the ſha dow of the 
hand, he tok a, mattock and bzoke uy the ground under the hand 
where the ſhadow. was, accg2Dding: to the underſtanding oc the 
ſuperſcription, and anon he fouud an Houle all gf. Marble under- 


neath the ground, wherein He, found jo much Aches, ſo many 


jewels, and ſo great marvels as W er law defoze, And at laſt 
he law a table ready covered, and all | 
thereto ſet thereupon. He further, beheld, and (aw ar 
into the Vall that lighted all the houle; and againſt this Car⸗ 
buncle one the other ude, fiod a man holding a boi in his hand, 


and an atrow ready to thot. The Clark marvelled much when 
he ſaw all theſe things, and thought with himlelf, if that FJ tell | 
this fozth, there will no may believe me, and therefoze 80 will have 


ſomewvhar of theſe gods in token thereof, And with that he law 
a knife of gold upon the table, the which he tok, and would m_ 
. „ L& pu 


manner ot things nccefſary | 


we... Dd, — 


| GESTA ROMANORUM, _ By 
rors put in his boſome, but then the Archer fmote the Carbuncle.an 
t to |b:ak? it, wh:reby rh? whole Houce was ihavowed and may? dark: 
zols and when the Clark perceived it, He wept bitterly, toz he aur no 
is a way to get out, coꝛ as much as the houle toas madt bark thꝛough 
the bitaking of the Carbuncle. And that dar anels abode there tox 
den ever after. Ann ſo uniched the Clark his lite there in that daranels. 
* Bi The Miral. | 
iſts Pear friends, this Image thus ſtinding betokens the Deyil, 
nes which ſaith eyermore, Srribe here; that is, ſeek after worldly | 
x 1 | riches, and not for heayenly treiſure. This Clark that digged- 
Ily, with the mattock, doth betoken the worldly wiſe-men of this 
be World, as cyil diſpoſcd pleaders of the La, crafty Attorneys, 
fand other wicked worldlings that be ever ſmiting, what by 
right, and what by wrong, fo that they may get the vauities 
of the World : and in their ſmiting they find great wonders 
edy | that is, they find therein the delights of this World, wherein 
2 as | many men rejoyce. The Carbuncle that giveth light, is the 
fall | youth of man, which giveth hardineſs to take their pleaſure in 
worldly riches. The Archer with his arrow, is Death, which 
layes watch againſt man to flay him. The Clark that took up 
pire | the knife, betokeneth every worldly man that coveteth ever 
in to have all things at his will, till death ſmiteth the Carbuncle 
out | that is, the youth, ſtrength, and power of man, and then lyeth 
©. | he wrapped in the darkneſsof fin, in which darkneſs oftentimes 
cat | hedieth. Therefore ſtudy we to flee the World, and her vain 
ſer, | delights, and then we [hal be ſure to win everlaſting life: unto 
At | which Chriſt jeſus bring us all. Amen. 


= THE ARGUMENT. 

the We are here generally put in mind, that the Devil beſieging the 
and .World, our Champion Chriſt Jeſus it ready to take our quarrel into 
the his own hand : who deſcending and ſaving us from the invaſion, 
Nr and circumvent ion of Satan, is yet accurſed tor us as a tranſgreſpr, 
amy | is C uſer death for our full juſtification. 

lai and is content to ſuffer death for oui jaſtiſ 

ary The ſeventh Hiſtory. | 
cle A Rome dwelt ſometime a mighty Emperoz, named Titus, 
ar⸗ mho oꝛdained in his days ſuch a Law, that what knight dien 


nd, iu his Empire, thould be buried in his armoz : and whoſoever 
hen Pielumed to.poil any Knight of his Armour after he was dead, 
tell | thould die without auy gain⸗laping. Jtbefell after few years,that 
ave | a City ot the Empire was belieged of the Emperozs enemies, and 
aw was in danger of tofing, foꝛ none that were in the City could de- 
ave | fend themſelves by au manner of policy: wheretoze great ſozrom 
put and 
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«#7 


1 "bb GESTA ROMANORUM, ; 
1 aud lamentation was made thzoughout the City. Aut 
But at laſt, within few days, there came to the City a young ſnev 

knight, well favoꝛed, and valiant in feats of arms, whom the woz* his 

thy men of the City behol ding, and underffagnding his p:owneſs, the 

tryed to him with one voice: D thou molt noble knight, we be- 

ſeech ther to help us now at our moſt need, fo you may ſce this 

City 1s [ike to be loff, Then he anlwered, and ſaid, Sirs, ye ſee gan 
J have no armour, but ir J had, J would defend your City. det 
This h'aring a mighty man of th? City, he ſaid to him lecretly: lhe 


Sir, here lived ſometime a valiant Knight, who now is dead and 
buried within the City: and if it pſeate you to take his armour 
e may detend this City, and deliver us from peril, and that real 
will be honour unto you, and prodt unto the City. who 
The young knight hearing this, went to the grave, and array⸗ jart: 
ed himſelf with the armour ; and after much fight, obtained the Jably 
victozy, aud delivered the City. Which Done, He (aid the armoyr 
agaiu in the grave. But there were ſome men of the City who L 
envied him, becauſe he had obtained the vidozy, and acculed him this 
to the Judge, ſaying thus ; Sir, a Law was made by the Empe⸗ 7 
roꝛ, that whoſoever diſyoiled any dad knight of his armour, ſhould 
Die. This young knight found a dead knight, and took away his Per! 
armour : thereköꝛte, J beſeech thee, that thou proceed in the Law our 
againſt him with equity and juffice, in giving him ſevere puniſh⸗ till! 
ment fo: ſo offendiag the Law. Mhen the Judge heard this, he 
made the knight to be taben: and when he was examined of this 
his treſpaſs againſt the Law, He ſaid thus: Sir, it is wzitteu in 
the Law, that of two harms the leaft is to be cholen. Jt is not 
unknown to you that the City was in peril to be loſt, and had J 
not taken this armoꝛ, J had neither ſaved vou, no this City; fore 
ther ekoꝛe me thinks you ought rather to honour me fo: this good by | 
D2eD that J have done, then thus ſhamefully to rep2ove me; for the 
Jam led as he that is ready to be hanged. Alſo, good Sir, a⸗ |hyxi 
nother thing J may alledge toz mint excul? : be that ſfealeth oz him 
f robbeth violently, purpdſech not to reſtoꝛe the thing which he ſteal⸗ ; 
etch: but it is not thus with me, fo! though J took the armour Fien 
2 dtad knight foz pour defence aud ſafeguard, when J had Joht 
rained the vid oꝛy, J bare it again to the (ame place, and tothe was 
Dead knight, whole it is by the Law. up t 
Then laid the Juſtice, A theek that breaketh a houſe, that he 
may ſteal and bear away {ach as he can find, although he bin | 
again that he hach taken, J agk of thee, if that the breaking ak Te 
the houle be lawful, oꝛ not? The knight anſwered : Sometime | # 
the breaking ot ÿ houſe may be good, whereas it is made in a feeble | Ok 
place, which would cauſe the Maſter of the houſe to make his Wall | 
firong:r, that the Theves after bzeak not by fozce the Malls ſo ['T 


lightly, fox avoining o* more harm. | 
Then (aid the Judge, It the breaking of the Houſe be god, never⸗ ls Fi 
theleſs in chat breaking, violence is done to the Lord of 9225 Er 
nd 


— 
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And ſo though thou didſt reſtort the armour of the dean Knight 
ever therels thou didſt wrong the dead knight in taking atvay of 
his armour. The knight ſaid ; J have told ycu that of two harms 
ths ltaſt is to be thoisn,and that harm trhere-through great god⸗ 
neſs cometh, ought not to bt called harm, but it ſhould rathet be 
[called god. For if an Houle within the City were on fire, and be- 
gan to burn, it wert better that thre or four houles thereby ſhould 
b. {bg thrown to the ground, then that they ſhould be let on {0 
fly: whereby all the City ſhould by burned ! right (o it the armour ot 
and the dead knight had not been taken, the City had been (off, 
our And when the Judge heard that he anſwered lo well, aud ſo 
hat reaſonably. he could give no judgements againſt him. But they 
who had accvltd this knight, flew him: for tvhoſe death there was 
ray: griat weeping throughout all the City, and his body was honouxr- 
the Jably buried in a nftv Tomb. 
our The Moral. 
vho' | Dear friends, this Emperor is the Father of Heaven, and 
zum [this City is the VVorld, which is beſieged of the Deyil and 
we [deadly fin, and as many as were within the City were all is 
peril to be loſt. This young Knight that came to the City, is 
aw our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who had not the armour of Humanity 
till he went to che grave, that is the womb of the glorious 
be Virgin Mary, by the Annunciation of the Angel, ſaying : The 
holy Gho ſhall lizht on thee, c. Lo, thou ſhalt concerve, and 
aun zear a Son. And thus in the womb of the Virgin he tobk the 
J jarmour of the dead Knight, that is the man-hood of Adam our 
ty; |fore-tather, and ſaved the City, that is, the World and mankind, 
003 by his bleſſed Paſſion that he ſuffered on the Croſs : and put 
for the armour again into the grave, when his bleſſed Body was 
a- buried, but the Citizens enyyed him, that is, the Jews accuſed 
him to Pilate, ſaying : If thou ſuffer him thizs, thou art not Ceſar 
fiend : We have 4 Law, and after the Law be ought to die, 
had John 19. 12. And thus our Lord Jeſus Chriſt of his enemies 
the was condemned to the death of the Croſs, and after aſcended 
up to Heaven, whether he bring us all. Amen. 


ol, THE ARGUMENT, 

"7 [The fornication of wiched worldly men is here detected. By the 
me | Providence of God and by his gracious favour, the ſinner is delivered 
ble out of the thraldom of ſin, unto the liberty of life everlaſting. 
all | The eight Hiſtory, 

$10 Te reigned ſometime in Rome à mighty Emperor, and a 
tr. 1 Witt, named Birold, who 02dained a Law, that what woman 


iſe, s taken in adultery, her hagband being alive, ſhe ſhould be alt 
* N int 
nd 
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into perpetual pziſon. Therg was that time a Knight that han 


a fair Lady to his wife, who committed adultery, her husband 


being alive, and was with child, therefoze by the Law the was 
put in _p:iſon, where ia ſhort time the was delivered of a fair ion, Þ 
The child grew up till hz was ſeven years old, and his mother | 
daply wept bitteriy which when the child heard, he ſaid to her: 
O mother, why weep ye thus: And koꝛ what cauſe are you thus 
verplered 2 Then ſaid his mother: O my tweet ſon, J have great 
taule to mourn and thou alſo, fox above our heads are prople 
walking. and the Dun thineth in clearneſs, and we be here con- 
tinua(ly in ſuch darkneſs, that J can neither ſee thee, noꝛ thou me: | 
Alace. that ever J conceived thee. Then ſaid the (on, ſuch joy ag 
you ſptak of, J never (aw, foz J was bozn here in this darknels ; 
theretoze if J had meat and drink enough, J would live here all 
my life : Therefoze, mother, weep not, but be chearful. This 
lamentation that was between the mother and the (on, the Em⸗ 
eroꝛs Steward heard that ſtood above their heads, whereof he 
ad great compaſsion, and went to the Emperoz, and kneeling, 
belought him of his Gzace, that the mother and the ſon might bz 
delivered out of pꝛilon. The Emperoꝛ as a merciful Lozd, granted 
that thep thould be delivered: nevertheleſs if they treſpaſſed lo in 
time to come, they ſhould be punithed with double pain. And akter 
the was delivered, the lived jopkullp. 
The Moral. | 
Dear friends, this Emperor 1s the Father of Heaven, that 
made this Law, that what married woman; that is, what ſoul 
that is eſpouſed to the Lord, and doth commit adultery ; that 
is, doth worſhip ſtrange gods, ſhould be caſt into the priſon 
of Hell; therefore the ſinfull ſoul hath great cauſe to weep, 
for ſhe is debarred from light: that is, from the joys of Heaven. 
Her ſon that deſired meat and drink, are the wealthy wicked 
worldlings, that ſay: to the Preachers that preach unto them 
the joys of Heaven, that while we may live, and haye all the 
ſolace of the world, we defire no other Heaven. The Steward 
that heard their lLunentation, is the Lord Jeſus, who knowing 
all the privitics of our, ſorrowful and repentant hearts for our 
ſins, beſought the Father of Heaven for us, that we might be 
delivered from the priſon of ſin, and ſo come to everlaſting 


life : Unto which he bring us all. Amen, 


THE ARGUMEN T. 

Chriſt proclaimerb the jaful Feat of Heaven, whereto the lame; 
that is, the poor Preachers of the Goſpel, having their ſight; or 
bnowledze in Gods Word, ſupported by the blind Laity and each 
mutually comfortins other, they approach unto the proclatmed 
Feaſt of perpetual ſelicit). The 
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- The ninth Hiſtory. | 
82 in Rome dwelt an Emperoz, named Pompey, who 

above all other things was merciful. This Emperoz pꝛo⸗ 
claimed throughout ail his Empire a great Ftaſt, and that pooz 
and rich ſhould come to the feaſt: and whoſoever came to that feat, 
thould not only be well fed, but alio he ſhould have great gifts. 

When the Perauld had warned all manner ot men to come to 
this teatt, at that time there were two po men lying by the way, 
the one being lame, and the other blind. Alace, ſaid the one of 
thele men to the other, wo to us both: How thal we do? Fox the 
Emperoz hath pzoctaimed a teait, and wholoever cometh thither, 
thal not only be well fed, but alſo ſhal have great gifts ; and 1 
am blind, and thou art lame: hob ſhall we do ? Then ſaid the 
lame man to the blind man: J hal give thee good connlel, if thou 
wilt do after me: J am lame and feeble, and may not go, never- 
theleſs J can ſee, and thou art blind, but ſtrong; take thou me 
upon thy back, and bear me, and J cal direct the right way, and 
thus we ſhall both come to the Emperoꝛs feaſt. Then ſaid the 
blind man: Let it be lo: get thou on my back, and J ſhal bear thee, 
and guide thou me. Ando (o they did, and came both to the fraſt, 
and received great rewards, and after ended their lives in peace. 


| The Moral. 

Dear friends, this Emperor is our Savior Jeſus Chriſt that 
proclaimeth a feaſt 3 that is, the joyes of Heaven: unto the 
which joys he calleth all mankind, and forfaketh no man that 
will come unto him. This lame man betokeneth the poor 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, which wanting worldly wealth, live 
by the Providence of God. And this blind man betokencth 
the Lay-men, who know not the right way to Heaven. It 
behoveth the blind man; that is, the Lay-men, to bear the 


17 


lame man; that is, the Miniſters of the Goſpel ſuſtaining and 


feeding them with the duties of the Church: and the Miniſters 
in Gods cauſe are bound to teach and to inform us in the wa 
to Heaven; whereas we ſhall not only have a feaſt, but alſo 
great reward and joy. Unto which God bring us all. Amen. 
„ % T. HE ARGMMENTT. 
Heaven and Hell are here compared to two Cities : to theſe Cities 
are two contrary wayes. To Heaven ( which is the City of all 
heavenly treaſure and felifity_) is a narrow cros ed, crai Y, and 
painſul way, having three enemies, the Devil, the World and 
the Fleſh. To Hel ( being the City, or ſinł of ſorrow and ſadnc/s) 
a fair way, broad, plain, and eajy, having three guide,; that x, 
pride of life, coveroujne)s of = eher, and concupiſcence of the ſb 
| | e 
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The tenth' Hiſtory. 


GOmnimetn Rome diveltau Emperoz, nan Nn toho 
This Empero; 


was ver 7 17 mercitul in all his works. 5 
duilded in chr eaſt a noble City, wherein he put all his treaſure 


to be kept. Uuto this City the tap was tony, full of bzambles- 
and tharp thozns, and thee Knights were armed ready to fight 


with them that would come to that City, Therefore the Emperoꝛ 
oꝛdaiued, that whoioever overcame thile knights, would far e the 
City aud take at his will or the Einperoꝛs treaſure. After that, 


this Emperoz did make in the north a City, wherein he ozdainen 
all manner oc pain, lozrow,. and tormenting koz n 4 to 
which was a b:oad way very delegabie, growing full of Roles and 
fair Lillizs, and in their way were ther knights, evir waiting if 
any man came towards the Tg oc the Nozth, to ſerve him with 
all manner of delicates and nzceiſary provilion. And if it fo:tuned 
that any man did eater within that Wity, the cuſtome was ſuch, 
that the people would bind him hand and foot, and caſt into 
pꝛiſon, there to avibe the lentence of the Judge. 
When this was cryed throughout all the Empire, there were 
two knights dwelling in one City, ont named Jonathas, who 
was a wilc man, the other called Pirrhus, who was a ol ; ne- 
verthgleſs, there had continued between them great love. This 
Jonathas laid to Pirrhus: Dear friend, there is a common cry 
made thꝛoughout ail Lands, that the Emperoz hath madt a City 
in the eaſt, : whfrein he hath put his treature, and wholgever may 
nter that City, ſhall take what he will of the treaſurs, #heretoze 
et us go thither. Then ſaid Pirrhus: Thy counſel is good, let 
us go, The tviſe knight ſaid; If if f (o, that thou wilt follow 
my counſel, J pꝛap thee that faithfu 


* 
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| tendihip may rontinne be- 
tiveen us; and in token of lobe; thou ſhalt dzink my blood, and 
J will d}ank thine, one this ronditlon, that neither of us leaves 
other in this journey. The footith knight lain: It plealeth me 
right well, 12 they wert both let blood, and tach of them 
dzank others blood. duhen this was done, they went forth to- 
gether on their journey: and when they had gone thi& dayes jour- 
ney toward the City where the trealure was, they came to a place 
where were two ways,one ſharp aud ffouy, and full of thoins, the 
other fair and plain, and full- of delights. - Then {Aid the wilt 
knight to his fellow : Dear friend, here are tivo ways, one tharp 
and thozny ; neverthelels, if we go this way, we ſhal come to the 
City that is ſo rich, and we ſhal have that we deſire, - Then ſaid 
the rwlith knight to his cellow :; J wonder greatlyat pon, that you 
will (peak ſuch things, foz J will rather believe mine eyes then 
pour words. [4 ſez here openly, and ſo do you, that here is a hard 
way, and full of thorns: and as J have heard, there be three 
Champions armen in this wap, ready to aght agaiuſt all men that 
go towards the City ot the eait ; and thereter: J will not go that 
war: bur here is (as you may ler) another way, plain, aud 2 
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this 


te walk in, aud in this way there ace three knights x2ady toſerve 


us, and give us all manner t things delightful for us: and ere: 
fore by this way will J go, and not by that other way. Then (ain 
the wife Knight: Certainly; if tot go by that way, we Hal be 1: 

into the City of the North, wherein there is no metcy; but pers 
Petuat pain and ſorrow, and there tor ſhal be taken aud bound, and 
caſt into priſan. Certainly, laid the fooliſh: knight, this is che 
ready way; and as Jon ve, it is mort proitable then the other 
way... Then went they * forth.the tair way, and auone thres 

Knights. — with them, which received them courteouſly for our 
night, c gave them all mannex of things p were e chem 

And on » morrow they twk -theit journey forth toward the City: 
and when they were within theTity, anon the Emperors Officers 
met toigh them, and ſaid Friends, why came pe hither, in lo 
— at pt knew the Law of this City is fo cyusl of, 14 


retotore ſurelp pt that be ter ped after the Law. Anon they tok 
che wilt Knight, and brought him, and put him! 1415 and 
after that, rhey took the kool ih Knight, audbvand him kaſt, any 
cat him into a ditch. "Soo akter it befell that che Judge came 
to the City, to gide jungement on them that had —— - 
Law; ann auon all the priſoners were. brought, forth before 
udge, among tvhom thele two knights were brought forth; one 
rom prſlpy, aud ede ker tren druch. en We 
knighttothe Judge? Myrevereny Lord, J complain of my fello 
that is guilry of my death: for tuhen we two came to the two 27 
whereof the ont led to the City ok the eaſt, and the other to this City, 
J told him all the peril ol this City, and the reward ol that och 
Citp, but he would not believe me, but laid to me on this wifet 
twill heligve mine own eyes better then thy worde \Andbecauſx 
ze was my low, J would not let him go algue in 115 


and thus came J with him, wherefore he is the e my dea 
Then ſaid thz fooliſh knight: J complain tha 79 651 55 
my death: for jt is not unkioton to you All, that. Nam a f 
and he a wife man, and therefore he thouly not ſo lightly ha 
follotuen my folly ; for if he had forlaken this way; J-ſhonld have 
tollowed him, and therefore he is the cault or my death. 
laid the Judge to ths wiſe knight, becauſe that thou with all thy 
wiſdom, {o [i hely conſentadſt and followedit 11517 ; the, 
and his fool rks t and thou fool becaufe thou didſt reied t 
tountel and advice of the wiſe, and wouldeſt not believe him 
give judgement, pe both be Hanged for pur ol ls. And id 
was done. UWherefore-all men praiſed greatlythe Judge for bis 
Diſcreet. Judgement. A 1 88 Ie 54 AAS r. 1 n 
r e „ 1:1 Theres . An 
Dear friends, this Emperor is Almighty GOD, and in the 
Eaſt is the City of Heaven, wherein is treaſure inſinite ad und 
unto this City ist hard way, * falb of thorns ; tliat ia the 
— 


way 
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way of repentance, by which way full few walk : for it is hard 
and trait, according to the holy Scripture, ſaying thus: 4r4 
eſt via qua dycit ad vitam. It is a ſtrait way that leadeth to e- 
verlaſting life.In this way are three armed Knights; that is,the 
Devil, the World, and the Fleſh, with whom it behoveth us 
to fight, and to obtain the Victory, before we may come to 
Heaven. The ſecond City that is in the North, is Hell: and 
to this accordeth the Scripture, ſaying thus: 46 aquilone ponetur 
omnia malum: Out of the North cometh all evil. Certainly to 
this City the way is plain and broad, and walled about on every 
fide with all manner of delights ; wherefore many men walk 
by this way. The three Kuights that give to every man going 
this way whit thing them pleaſeth, are theſe, pride of life, 
covetouſneſs ↄf the eyes, and concupiſcence of the fleſh : in 
which three the wretched man greatly delighteth, and at the 
laſt they lead him to Hell. This witty Knight betokeneth the 
ſoul, and the fooliſh Knight betokeneth the 4ieſh, which is 
alwayes fooliſh, and at all times ready to do evil. Theſe two 
are fellows, and knit in one: for either of them drink others 
blood; that is, they ſhall drink of one cup, either of joy or 
pain, which they ſhall have after the day of Doom. | 
The ſoul chooſeth the way of repentance :; and in as much 
as ſhe may, ſhe ſtirreth the fleſſi to do the ſame. But the fleſh 
never thinketh what ſhall come after: and therefore ſhe goeth 
on in the delights: of this VVorid, and fleeth the vertue of 
repentance. And thus the ſoul after death is caſt into Hell, and 
the fleſh ig caſt into the ditch 3 that is, into the grave. But 
when the Judge cometh ; that is, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, at the 
Laſt day, to judge all mankind, then the ſoul ſhall-complain 
upon the fleſh, and the fleſn upon the ſoul : But when the 
Judge that cannot be deceived: ſhall condemn the ſoul, becauſe 
ſhe followed: the frailty of thefleſh; and the fleſh, becauſe it 
would not believe the ſon]. - Wherefore let us ſtudy to tame 
vurfleſh, that we may obey God, and then we ſhall have eternal 
life. Unto which bring us our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 
So DD IHE ARGUMENT. > 4 
The ſoul of man being poſſeſſed of the princely Territory of Paradiſe, 
was by the Devil provoked to ſin againſt her Creator, and for the 
ſame tranſgreſſion ¶ being thence into ſhe wide World exiled ) loſt 
; 1#hat heritage but by Christi bleſied! Death and Paſſin; was 
alreſtorrd unto a; more happy heritage of everlaſting filicity. 
779 70 The 
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The eleventh Hiſtory, 


1 dwelt ſometime in Rome a mighty Emperoz, Named 
1 Frederick, which haz no child, but one only Daughter, to 
wyom the Emperoz after his deceaſe, bequeathed all his empire. 
This underſtanding an Earl that direlt there beſide, he came to 
this young Lady, and word her, and pꝛovoken her to fin all that 
he might: whereby this 18 Lady in ſhoꝛt pꝛoceſs of time, in- 
clined to the Earl, and this Carl anon lay with her, and deſilid 
her; and after that he ozave her from her heritage, and exilen her 
aut oc the empire, wher:foze ſhe made great lamentation, and fle 
into a Realm there beſide, where the daily wept and mourned. 

It bekell after on a day, that while the. ſat mourning by the 
high⸗way ſide, there came riding by her a fair young Knight, up⸗ 
on a.hozic, who came towards her a great pace, and very cour- 
teoufty faluted her, asking her the can(e why the mourned ſo toze ? 
Then anſwered the, and taid : My reverend Lozd, J am an ems 
pero: daughter, deſcending of Royal, blod'; my Father is dead, 
who.left me all his empire, becauſe h had no other heir. And acter 
his deceale an Earl there befid?, otceived me, detlour?d my Uir⸗ 
ginitp, and after that he put me violently vat of my Heritage; (0 
that now J am kam to beg my bead from dz to dw2, and this 
is the cauſe of my (o2roty, Then ſaid the knight: Fair Damlel, 
I have great compaſſion on thy bzauty and thy comlinels ; there- 
foꝛt if thou wilt grant me oue thing, J will fight foz ther againſt 
the Earl, and will aſſurt the the vicozy, Then ſaid che: Alace, 
god Sir, J have nothing that J may give unto you.but my (elf. 
{Ind J ask no moe of thee; ſaid the knight, but that thou wouldeſt 
be mp wife, and love no man ſo much as me. Then ſaid che: Re- 
verend Sir, that J will do gladly, and moze if J might. Then 
ſaid the knight: J will that you do nothing fox me. but it it foꝛtunt 
tat to die in the fight fo: thee, and obtain the vidozp, thou thalt 
take my bloody ſhirt, and hang it upon a beam in thy chamhey ; 
and this thou tha[t do foz two cauſes. The firſt is, that whenſoever 
thou behol deſt the ſhirt, ' thou ſhalt weep kor me. The lecond is, 
1 ok whatſoever man come to wo thee to be his wife, thou ſhalt 
then haſtily run into thy chamber and there beholving my blody 
thirt, think heartily within thy ſelf thus: 

The Lord of this ſhirt died toz my love in battell, by which he 
recovered my heritage: God fo2bjd fat J ſhould take any other 
man after his death. Then ſaid ſhe: Reverend Sir, all this J 
Mall fulfill, by the grace of God. And tvhen the knight heard this, 
he eſſayed to fight againſt the (aid earl, and obtained the vigoꝛp, 
and the carl was overcome and fled, and this young Lady was 
Nute d and received again into her heritage. Neverthelels, the 
knight was deadly wounded in that battel, whereof he died; but 
ere he died, he 1 his blody ſhirt unto this Damſtl, de⸗ 
firing her to keep her pzomite, When this young Lady og» 
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his death, the wept (ore, toz in his ſhirt was ought thus. 
Think on in, and have in mind, 

Him, that to thee was ſo kind. 


Anon when the had rectived this ſhürt, ſhe hanged it upon 1 
beam in her : chamber: and as oft as che beheld it, he wept bit ⸗ 


terly. It bekell not long alter, that the States of the empirs came 
to her, and deſired her to take an husband: but then we went to 
her chamber, and beheld the b:ovythire, and wared Soꝛrowful, 
and ſaid oktentimes: Mo and alace, thou ſuffcredit death ro; my 


love, and thou allo recoveredli again my heritage: God koꝛbid, 


that J ſhould take any ocher⸗ man but thee. And thus the ant wer ⸗ 


en evety man that tame to her: and lo they went a. vap dilappoin⸗ 


ted of their pur pole, andthe ended her lite in reſt. 
| The. Mitral... - 


Dear friends, this Emperor is the Father of Heaven, and his 


Daughter is the ſoul of man, made to the ſimilitude of God, 
to whom he gave and bequeathed the Empire of Paradiſe, But 
there came the Earl; that is, the Devil, and provoked her to 
fn, when ſhe cat of the Apple, and ſaid to her thus: Ia what 
haur je eat of this Apples qc ſbal be Gods. Mherefore we breaking 
Gods commandment were exiled out of Pare diſc, to live in this 
world in great wretchedneſs, as the Scripture ſaith : In the 
fweet of thy face thou ſhalt eat thy bread. ' But then came a fair. 
young Knight, and a ſtrong ; that is, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who had comp iſſion upon mankind, and taking upon him our 
fleſh and blood, gave bittel to the Devil, and overcame him: 
and thus won he agaia our heritage. Therefore let us do as 
this young Lady did, let us lay this bloody ſhirt ; that is, the 
remembrance of the Paſſion of Chriſt, on the beam of our hearts, 
let us think how our Lord Jeſus ſhed his precious blood for us. 
And if any man; that is, if the Devil, or any other, would 
ſtir us to fin, let us tliiak preſently on the Paſſion of Chriſt, 
ſaying thus: I will take none other but thee, who haſt ſhed. 


thy blood for me: And thus ſhal we win everlaſting lite. Unto 


which bring us all the God of glory. . Amen, 


THE ARGUMENT. 
We are here generally advertiſed of honoring the Sabbath day: how, 
for the redeeming of. time, to be occupied in ghoſtly contemplation, 
is profitable to the ſoul and body. Alſ Preachers of Gods Word 
oftentimes for ſaying truth, purchaſes ill wil. I we beſtow our 
talents in the amplihing of Faith, and furthering of one anot hei 
with good works, we ſhall then inherit the fruition of eternal i 
prepared for Chriſt, Ele#. The 
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12 The twelfth. Hiſtory. 1 

'A Rome there ſemetime divelt a mighty Emptrom, named 

+ Apolinus, who omaintu a Law, that ever man upon pain or 
wrath thould celebzate the dap ot his A This Entperoz 

{led ts him a Clark that was heght Uirgil, and (aid: My deay 

aſter, there be many hoynoug offences dont in mine Empire con- 
trary ta the Law; three, I pray the, that thou by thy enn: 
ning wouldſt make ſome craft, n ay know gar 
ſeth againſt . the Law, vivily 02 openly. Then laid. Uirgil z; Me 
reverend Loz d, your will hall be done, Anon this Uirgil thzough 
his craft made:an. Jmage in the midit of the City of Rome which 
denounced and told the Emperos Meſſengers who treſpaſted as 
garntt the Law, and ſuhe not, There was at that time owelling 
in the-City of Roms a ſmith that heght Focus, which by no means 
would celebzate the Mativity of the Emperoz. It befell upon a 
night as the ſmith lay in his bed, he thought upon the Image that 

accuſed many men befoze,  dzeading left the Image would accute 
him,  wherefoze he aroſe and went to the Image, and (aid; J maks 
a vol to God, if thou accuſe me, J ſhall bzake thy head. Ang 
when he had ſaid thus, he went homt. The Emperoz on the moz- 
row follotping,.: ſept; Meſſengers to the Image (as befolgt time 
h: was accuſtomed), to know and underſtand who had treſpailey 
againit the Law. And to them then laid the Image: Lift up your 
2s, and behold tvhat is in graven in me koze head. And when 
they —_— K. fad this Polit titten: Times be changed, 
and men become woꝛſe and wozſe. Fox he that will ſay the truth, 
thall haut his head beonen. Therecoze go pe fozth to your Lezd, 
and till him all that ye; have heard and een. The Meſſengers 
went fozth and told the Emperoz all they had heard and ſeey, 

Then ſaid the Emperoz: Arm your ſel ves, and go to the Jmage, 
and if that you find any man that hath menaced oz thzeatned to 
hurt the Image, bind him hand and fot, and bring him unto 
me. Then went the Meſſengers tozth to ” Image, and {aid 
to it: Cell us the truth, ik any man hath th:eatned the, and me 
ſhall revenge the anon: Then ſaid the Image: Takt the ſmith 
Fan, foz he is the. man that will not honoz the Nativity of the 

mperoz. Straightway the Weſſengers led kozth the imith befoze 
the Empero;, and there examined him, thy he kept not the day 
or the Emperozs Nativity in reverence and hond, accozding tv 
the Law:? Then anſwered the (mith,- and ſatd ; Reverend Lord, 
J beſeech you, that pou will hear mine trcuſt: aud if Jauſwer 
not reaſonably to ail manner of points that pe hall ask me, I will 
yield me fully to your grace. Then laid the Emperoz,J will hear 
the, . aud that which is right, that will J do, 

Then laid the ſmith: J muff have eight pence every day in the 
week, and that J eannot get without great laboz: and therefozg 
I may not keep that daylzoly-day moi then other days. They 9 

| c 
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the Emperoz : Why muſt thou have theſe, eight pence * Then 
ſaid the imith: J am bound to pay daply two pence, and t 
— lend and two pence J loſe, and two pentt I ſpend, The 
aid the Emperoz : Tell me moe expꝛeſip of theſe eight penct. 
Then laid the lmith: J am bound every dap to pay two pence to 
my Father, fox when J was young he ſpent daply two pence on 
me, which J am bound to pay yu again fox his Sultentation + 
and two pence J loſe on my wife. Then ſaid the Emperoz :|twhy 
loſeſt thou that two pence on thy wife ?- Then (aid he: Where 
ſaw ye ever woman but the had ont of theſe pꝛoperties, either ſhe 
was wilfull, and contrary to her husband, oz hot of complexion? 
And theretoze that J give her, J ſole. And tivo pence J lend to 
my lon, wherewith he is ſuſtained, that when J come to age and 
poverty, he may pay me two pence again, like as J do my tather, 
Allo J ſpend two pence on my ſelf in meat and dzink, and that is 
little enough. Then ſaid theEmperoz : Thou haſt anſwered well 
and wiſely. Not long after the Emperoz died, aud this ſmith 
Focus was choſen to be Empteroz, becaule he ſpent his eight pence 
ſo wilel p, and ſo p2ofitably; and thus he ended his life in peace 


and reſt, 
| Toe Moral. — 1ST 

Dear friends, this Emperor is our bleſſed Savior Jeſus Chrilty 
which ordained by his holy Law, that every man ſhould keep 
holy the Sabbath day. This Virgil that made chat Image, is 
the holy Ghoſt, who eſtabliſhed among us Preachers to teach 
yertues, and reprove vice, and they ſhould not ſpare the poor, 
nor 5 rich. But now if a Preacher ſhould ſpeak the truth ag iinſt 
any man, he ſhall be threatned by the enemies of Chriſt ; that 


is, by evil men, that neither love God nor man. Wherefore 


the Preacher may ſay nowa- dayes, that Poſte which was written 
in the fore-head of the Image; Times be changed from good to 
evil, and men be dayly worſe : for whsſo would [peak the truth now 
a*dayes, ſhall have his head broben. Thercfore it is needfull 
they be armed; tat is, Preachers ought to be armed w ver- 
tuous examples of good life,and then they need not fear;becauſe 
they have the trutn of God to ſtand by them, according to the 
Apoſtles ſaying ; If God be for us, whs can be againſt us 9 
By this ſmith Focus, is underſtood every good Chriſtian 
man, who dayly ſhould ſpend his time in redeeming of eyery 


hours travel, with ſome profit corporal or ſpiritual : and then 


onght he to be preſented before the heavenly Emperor. This 
Focus paid two pence to his father, and ſo we ſhould pay to 
our Father of Heaven two pence 3 that is, honor and love. 
For whca we were the children of wretchedneſs, and in 
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bondage, Almighty God ſent down to the earth his Son to 
redeem us, according to S. John the Evangeliſt, ſaying - God: 
loved the world fo well, that he gave his only begotten Son far the 


ſal vation of the world. Alſo this Forus lent two pence to his, 


ſon 3 that is, every Chriſtian man ought to lend to the Son of 
God, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, true and unfeigned faith, and 
fruitful good works and deeds.in our life, and he will repay 
us again at the day of doom with his heavenly mercy, when 


ſoul atil body ſhall be glorified. And that he is our brother, 


may be proved by that text of Eſay, ſaying : A child is born 
#5. This Focus loſt two pence to his wife: his wife betokeneth 
the fleſh, upon whom thou loſeſt two pence ; that is, unlawful 


love, and conſent to ſin, becauſe the fleſh is contrary to the 


Spirit, and is ever ſubject to fin. This Focus alſo ſpent two 


pence on himſelf :- by. the firſt penny ye ſhall underſtand 
Repentance, whereat the 


Angels ig Heaven dogreatly rejoyce: 
by the ſecond penny, ye ſnal underſtand perfect perſeveranee 


and amendment of life: for he that abideth unto the end, ſhal 


be ſaved. And he that ſpendeth well theſe two pence, ſhall 


obtain eycriiſting life. Unto which bring us our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. Amn. f Ar 8 y 


-ncitli . 2 H E= ANN UM E Mr. 196 
Man being blind through ſin, amin either 222 of Fail fleſh}! 
er ſuggeſtion, treſpaſſing - withcevil and lewd. company, thong 
God. of. his -mercy-be favorable unto. him in his life-timey by reaſa 


" of tbe fareſaid reſpelt ʒ yet if be accultomably walk oñ forward. 


in this worldly wickedneſs, bis willful blindnejs ſhall not excuſe 
„im, but .accuſe. him in the day of judgement, moſt grievouſly to 

have "offended God, in abuſing: his mercy offered;and therefore the 
' Leſs worthy, to have the reward of the ſimple ſoul,” that repen- 
tant ly and with modeſty li veth to the fruition of everlaſting bliſs, 
„Ihe thirteepth Hiſtory. 5 


. 


Caen in Rome r Emperdz, which amongſt 


all other vertues loben beft mercy } — he oꝛdained 4 
22D thillings by 


tar ot his treſure. It tell an on @ day, that certain men came 
to a. Kautrn to d2zink wing; and after that theſe. men han ſitten in 
the Tavern ther 4 the rn Day they were greatly in debt fog] 


”— 


Uintner-came to them, and demande 
en lain ont of ſhe men Durs, 1 


Emptrtoz hath made ſuch & Law, that everyblind man hall have 


lan hundzed ſhullungs ol his 1 t: threefoze let us caſt lots 


among 
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26 
among us, aun to whom the lot falleth, let his eyes be put out, 


, and ſo may hz go the Emperozs Palace, and get an-hundzed ſpil · 
lings to diſcharge us. Now this counſel like them well, ſo they 
caft lots, and the lot fell on him that gave the counſel, and his 


fellows immediately put out his eyes. 


And when he was blind, he went to the Empero:s Palace, and 


Asked an hundꝛed ſhillings of the Steward, accoꝛding to the Em- 
perqzs vecree. Dear friend, (aid the Steward : Thou didſt ſee 
with both thine eyes a while ſince : thou alſs underſtandeſt the 
Law amils : ko the Law is made foz men that are blind though 


infirmities, oz by the will of God; but the other day thou hadff. 
Tavern, and haſt wilfully loſt it. Wherefoze — 


thy fight in the 
to the Cavern again tothy ceſlows, and dilcharge there what thou 
owelt;foz here getten thou not a farthing. Then went this wzetched 
man forth, and told his fellows of the Stewards anſwer, and 
with that came in the Uintner,, and dilpoiled them of their cloths, 
and beat them, and thus dzove them with thams out of the City: 
Ang lo they were nover after (een there. 1 
Dear friends, this Emperor is our Savior Chriſt, whoordained 
a Law, that every blind man ſhould have an hundred ſhillings 
of his treaſure. The blind man betokeneth every ſinner; who 
ſinneth through infirmity, or the entiſing of the Devil the 
world, and the fleſh, and ſhallreteive an hundred ſhillings, 


if he be inwardly repentant of his ſins: that is, h&\ſhall have 


an hundred times more joy, according to the Scripture, ſaying: 
Te ſhall receive an hundred times more joy, if ye repent and turn 
fem fin, and all ye ſhall have everlaſting: life, Theſe men that 
came to the Tavern to drink wine, be figners, who oftentimes 
cave to the Tavern of our adverſary the Devil, to drink of his 
carnall appetits; that is, they there conſume and waſte awa 
all ſpiritual vertues, which they received when they receiy 
the Sacrament of Baptiſm, where the devil our enemy, diſpoileth 
them of all their good deeds that ever they have wrought before. 
They caſt lots; that is, they caſt among them the cuſtome of 
ſin, and this lot of ſin falleth on ſuch as are unthankfull and 
mercileſs : and ſuch a man willfully becometh blind; that is, 
he becometh willfully. a ſoul ſinner, like Juda, that betrayed 
our LORD without any — or inticing: and therefore 
ſuch men fin moſt grievouſly. VVhen they come before the 
Steward; that is, before the Prefats of the Church, they can 
hardly obtain an aſſur auce of fleayen, begauſe they be not in 
the right way to leave their ſin. Therefore let us ſhydy * 
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all diligence to 122 God, that we may obtain everlaſting 
life, which is laid up in ſtore for all thoſe that live modeſtly, 
looking for eternal ſalvation; unto which brigg us our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. | 


Acertain uow of love being between the ſoul ofevery faithſul Chriſtian 
and Feſus Chriſt, we are to conſider the _— and gracious 
Covenant of God toward the ſaithſull, and to be cavefull of this 
Covenant: and we are to ſtudy w 3% #4 our vow, ſo as we at 
the prefixed day of promiſe being und- filed, may thereby purchaſe 
the promiſed place of everlaſting glory, prepared for all them that 
ſeel the glory of God, and their ſouls health. ; 


The fourteenth Hiſtory. 


12 Rome ſometime delt a mighty Emperoz, named Phils- 
minns, who had one only daughter, who wag fair aud graci- 
ous in the ſight of every man, who had to name Aglats. There 
was allo in Emptras Palace a Gentle Rnight that Loved 
dearly this Lady. Jt befell after on a day, that this Knight talked 
with this Lady, and ſecretly uttered his defire unto-her.Then the 
ſaid courteouſly ; Sting you have uttered to mt the ſecrets of 

heart, J will likewiſe foz your love utter to you the ſecrets of my 


heart: and truely, J ſap, that above all others, I love you. beft. 
Then ſaid the Knight, J purpoſe to viſit the Holy Land; And 
-| therefo:e give me your truth, that this (even pears von wall take 


no other man, but only foꝛ my love to tarry foz me : 
and ik J come not again by this day ſeven years, then take what 
man you like beſt. And likewiſe J pzomiſe you, that within this 
ſeven years J will take no wife. Then laid ſhe : This" covtnant 
pleaſeth me well. Muhen this was (aid, tach of them was betrothed 
to other: and then this Knight took his leave of the. Lay, and 
went to the Holy Land. Shoztly after, the — — treated with 
the King of ungary foz the marriagt of his Daughter. 
came the King of: Hungary to the Emperozs Palace to (es 

Daughter: aud when he had ſeen her, he liked Marvelous well 
her Beauty and Behaviour, ſo that the Emperoz and the Ring 
were accoꝛded in all things as touching the Warriage, u 


condition that the Damlel would conſent. Then called the Em⸗ 
— the young Lady to him, and ſaid: O my fair » I 
ave p2ovided to; thee that a King ſhal be thy busbany, if thou 


liſt to conſent ; therefo:e tell me, t anſwer thou wilt give to 

1 — Then ſaid ſhe to her father: It pleaſeth me well: but ont 

thing, dear Father, J intreat of you, Ik it might pleaſe you to 

grant me, and this it is: J have.vowed to keep my Uirginitr, 

and not to marry theſe ſeven years : therefoze, dear father, J be- 

{eech you foz all the love that is yuan pour gracious a 
' 2 
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"and mt, that ye name no man to be my husband till thele ſever 
- pears be ended, and then J ſhall be ready in all things to fulfill 
pour will. Then ſaid the Empreoz: Sith it is ſo that thou haſt 
thus vowed, J will not bzeak thy vow : but when theſe Seven 
Ptars be ex 155 thou thalt have the King of Hungary to thy 
hugband. hen the Empero} ſent fo:th his letters to the Ring 
-of Hungary, pꝛaping him, If it might pleaſe him-to ftay Seven 


' Pears fo the love of his daughtcr, and then he thould ſped with- 


__— 


_ 


ee 


out fail. Herewith the King was pleaſed, and content to ffay the |: 


' p2efixed day. 8 | 
And when the Seven ytars were ended ſave a day, the young 
Lady ftod in her Chamber window, and wept ſoze, ſaying : duo 
and Alace, as to mozrow my love pꝛomiſed to be with me again 
from the Holy Land: and alſo the King of Hungary to mozrow 
will be here to marry me, accozding to my fathers p:omiſe ; and 
ik my Love come not at a certa in hour, then am J| utterly deceiv- 
ed of the inward love J bear to him. 1 © 1 
Then the day came, the King haſted toward the Emptroz 
with a great earneſtneſs to marry his daughter, and was Royal- 


q arrayed in — And while the King was riding on his wap, 
t 


ert came a Ruight riding by him, to whom he ſaid; Dear friend) 


whence art thou: and whence comeſt thou: the Knight anlwered, 


ànd ſaid: J am ofthe empire of Rome, and now am lately come 

from the Holy Land, and J am ready to do you the beſt ſervice 
J can. And as they rode talking by the way, it began ta rain ſo 
(Faſt, that all the Kings apparel was ſoꝛe wet. Then ſaid the Knight: 
Sy Lozd, pt havt done fel iſhly, Foz as much as ge have not 


ought with vou your houſe. Then laid the Kiug: Muhy ſpeakeſt 
thou ? My hoult is large and broad, and madt of ſtones and 
moztet:: How thould J then bzing with me my houſe? Thou 


ſpeakeſt like a fool. Athen this was ſaid, they rode on till they 
camt to a great deep water, and the King [mote his hole with 


his ſpurs, and leapt into the water; ſo that he was almoſt dzown-| 


ed. Mhen the Knight ſaw this, and was over on tht other ſide of 
the water without peril; he lam to the King: Pe were in peril, 


and theretoze. yt did foliſhly, becauſe ye bꝛought not with you pour 
'b:idge. Then ſaid the king: Thou ſpeakeſt ſtrangelp my bridge 


is made of lime and ſtone, aud Containeth in length moze then 
alk a mile: how ſhould J then bear with me my bzidge? There: 
022 thou ſpeakeſt fœlichly. Mell, ſaid the knight, my folithneſs 


map turn thee to wiſdom. Muhen the king had ridden a little fur 


ther, he asked the Knight: what time of day it was? Then ſaid 
the knight: If any man hath liſt to eat, it is time ol the day to 


eat: and therefoze, my reverend Lozd, J pꝛap, take à Modicum 


with me, ko that is no vithonoy to you, but great honoꝛ to me 
befoze the States of this tinpire. Then ſaid the King: J wil 


yy with thee. They lat both down in a fair Uine-garden,Þ. — 


and there dined together, both the Ring and the Knight. . — 
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when dinner was dont, and that the Ring had waſhed, the knight 
ſaid to the King: Py Lozd, ye. have done tolithly, foz that ye 
brought not with you pour father and mother. Then laid the 
King: athat lapeſt thon? me father is dead, and my mother is 
bild, and may not Travel“: how thould Jm b:ing them with 
me: Therekoꝛe to ſay the truth, a foliſher man then thon art, 
Bi 4 hear. Then \ajd the knight 2 every work is p2x#iſev 
the end. | E 
- - When the knight had ridden a little further, and was nigh the 
\Emptrozs Palace, he asked leave to go from him, fo: he knew 
Aaqytarer way to the Palace, to the young Lady, that he might 
come firſt, and carry her away with him. Then laid the king t J 
p2ay thee tell me, by what place thou purpoleſt to ride? Chen 
{aid the knight: J ſhall tell you the truth: this day ſeven'ytars 
'J:left-a net in a place. and now J purpoſe to vilit it, and Dzath 
it ti me: and if it be whole, then will J take it to me, and keep 
it as a precious jewel: it it be broken, then will J leave it. And 
when he had thus ſain, he tok his leave ol thc king, and rode fozth; 
but the king kept the broad high way. 5 
hen the emperoz Heard of the kings coming, he went towards 
him with a grtat company, and Ropally received him,cauſing him 
to thift his wet cloaths, and to put on frech apparel. . And when 
the Empexoz and the King were let at meat, the Emptra wet- 
comed him with all the chear and ſ(olagg that he could. And when 
he had taten, the Emperoꝛ asked tidings of the King:! ? Lo, 
wap. 
There came a knight to me, and reverently ſalnted me: and anon 
alter there fell a great rain, and greatly ſpoiled w apparel.'/And 
anon the knight laid: Sir, you have done fooliſhly, fox that ron 
bꝛought not with you your houſe. Then ſaid the Emperoz ;/TUhat 
clothing had the knight on? A cloak, ſaid the King. Then (aid 
the Empcroz, ſurely that was a wiſe man, fox the houſe whereof he 
as a cloak, and therefoze he ſaid to you, that you did 
foolithly, becauſe your came without your cloak; foz if you 
brought with you a tloak, your cloaths had not been ſpoiled-wi 
rain. Then laid the King: when we had riden a little further; we 
came to a deep water, and J ſmote my hozſe with my ſpurs, and 
J wagalmoſt dzowned, but he ride thꝛough the water without any 


| poril. Then ſajd he to me: Pe did fooliſhly, fon that you bought 
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not with you pour bzidge. Uerilp, laid the Emperoz, he ſaith truth: 
for he called the bzidge pour ſquires that thould have ridden befoze 
yon, and eſlaped the deepneſs of the water. Then ſaid the King: 
UL xode further, and at the laſt he = me to dine with him. 
And when we had dined, he laid: did unwiſely, becauſe J 
brought not with me my father and mother. Truely, laid the 
Emperoz, he was a wiſe man, and ſaith truth: foz he called your 
father and mother, bztad and wine, and other victuals. Then 
laid the King: ut rode further, and anon after, he asken mt leave 
to 
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to go from me, and J asked earneſtly, whether he went? And he 
ani wered again, and ſaid: This day ſeven years, J left a net in 
a private place, and now J will ride to lee it: and if it be bzoken 
and tozn, then will J leave it: but if it be as I left it, then ſhal 
it be unto me right pꝛecious. hen the Emperor heard this, he 
cryed with a loud vopce, and ſaio: O ye my knights and ſervants, 
come pt with me ſpeedily unto my daughters chamber, foꝛ ſure(yſ; 
that is the net of which he ſpake. And coꝛthwith his knights and 
trvants went unto his daughters chamber, and found her not; 
oz the fo:e-ſaid hgh had taken her with him. Aud thus the 
King was deceived of the Damlel, and he went home again to his 


ova Countrey alhamed. 
The Moral. 


Dear friends, this Emperor is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
his fiir Daughter is everlaſting life, which the Emperor had 
ord 1ined for Kings, Knights, and other men. The Knight 
that loved this young Lady, is every good Chriſtian ſoul, which 
holdeth himſelf not worthy to come into the ſight of God unto 
ſuch joy, as the Apoſtle ſaith : The ſufferings of this time are not 
worthy to attain to the ;Lyry that is to come. This Knight was 
ſeven years. abſent from his love : like as a good Chriſtian all 
the diyes of his life, ſhould 11bour and travel in fulfilling the 
ſeven works of mercy. By the King that came without a cloak} 
in the rain, is to be und-rſtood ſome mighty men in this world, 
which have cloaks to cover all their other cloaths. By this 
claak is underſtood charity, as the Apoſtle ſaith : Charity covererb|. 
a multitude of (ins but many men have not this cloak; where-[ 
fore they are wet with the rain of pride, avarice and letchery, | « 
This King alſo was almoſt drowned; becauſe he tacked his 
bridge; that is, perfect flith: for as we ſee that no man may 
pa dyer a great water, broad and deep, without a bridge, or 
ome other thing, that is able to bear him: right ſo, without 
faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God: for Chriſt Liith : If ye have 


h 
] 


out of your places, and they ſhall remove. But many of us nowſit 
a-dayes haye very feeble faith, and thereforc do ſuddenly fall 
into the clay of deſperation, and by deadly fins oftentimes 
offend God. Alſo this King had not brought with him his father Ia 
and his mother: by the father, which is cauſe of generation, Nn 
is underſtood humility, without which there is no vertue in 2 
any man: and thereto accordeth S. Gregory, ſaying + He that gm 
gathereth all other vertues without humility, is like a man that ll 
caſteth duſt into the wind, His mother betokeneth Hope: 

5 therefore 
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I net intherefore he that will obtain everlaſting life, muſt have the 
broken floak of Charity, the hy vec of Faith, and afather of Meekneſs, 
en ſhalknd a mother of Hop- ; 4s the Apoſtle ſaith. 


this, def Alſo this Knight," Fat the narrow. way, and the King the 1 
7 road way: for he Mat will be ſaved, muſt go a ſtrait way; f 
ts and khat is, way of} Abſtinence, Alms-deeds, Chaſtity and 9 
r not ;Mepentance 3 of the which way ſpeaketh the Apoſtle : The way 4 
bus the ſtrait that leade i unto everlaſting life. But many men go the 4 


i to hisſpther way which leadeth to Hell; that is, by the way oftleſhly 
: Buſts: ood ſuch men go out ofthe way of everlaſting life. There- 
ore ſtudy we to walk in the narrow way, that thereby we: 

. = may obtain everlaſting life. 


Knight | F THE ARGUMENT. Ji 
which the Hiſtory is figured, «s appeareth in the Moral, the ſoul 0 | 
d untol every good Chriſtian held of him as a dau;bter : but bein: ſeduced, 

are not carried away, and defited by Satan her foul enemy, ſhe is reduced ö 


ian alll Jeſus unto her farmer babitation. Tet man being ungrateſ ul to 
ng the bis Redeemer, . ſorgetteth his duty, and for good rewardeth evil” 
a cloak e bis Champion Chriſt Jeſia, delivering him to be judged by the 
world, Lam as an offender e bus when the Champion avoucheth what he 
3y this done for man and his ſoul, then he: is with ſhame of bis 
wereth|_ ingratitude conſtrained to remerſe, and call for grace to repent and 
vhere-| amend his life, that by the death of his Champion Chriſt, he may 
chery,| 0btain eternal life. 
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en the appointtd day of battel came, they met on both tide 
— — bp confli was pzoſecntsd on both ſides, and almoſt 


as foxctbly aiſailed, the knight Gerard put himlelf among the 
uemies betone the Emperoz, and fought manſully, _ 5 — 
1 


" ſon touching his honeſt dtmand. 


and with that word the Knight put off all His cloaths, and .thewed 


32- GESTA ROMANORUM, | 
Emptroꝛ eſcaped, and the knight abode'and ſletv the earl, never⸗ 
theleg the knight had divers wounds, Notwithftanding this, beſi 
Above. fill till the blod ran down to His kt: and when che ene- 
mies ſaw that the earl was flain, they fl and the knight with 
his people followed on the chalt, till t to the place tyhere 
the Emptrozs daughter was, and led hen th him. Aud thus 
with triumph and victory hereturned tothe Emptroz. Foz 
the which vidory, and re-obtaining of the / Emperors daughter 

he was greatly pzailed of all the people. Not long after, it befell 
that this Knight had a ſute in the Cmperozs Court, wherefqie 
the Knight came unto the Emperoz, and pꝛaped him mekly to 
be favozable to his cauſe : and furthermoze Deſired Him to do 'rea-F 


When the Emperoz had heard him, he called to him a — 
and laid: Sir, our.will is, that you do all Equity unto this 
Knight. And when the Knight heard this, He cryed with 05 
voyre : Alace, alace, who ever heard ok ſuch an Emperoz? Thou 
was, ſaid he, in battel, where thy head ſhould have been ſmitten 
of : and J in mint own perſon, and noue other man, put my ſelf 
is jfopardy foꝛ the, & ſaved thee ; and, now thou haſt ailigned an- 
ther man to be judge in my cauſe : alace, that thou was bozn : 


the wounds that he had reccived in the battel, unto all the men 
that were there pzoſent, and ſaid: Lo, what have J (uffered fo; 
the, -- D Emperoz ; J did puteno other man in my ſtead 3: and 
now thou aſſigneſt another man in my caule. Doothly, Jay to 
thee, that J never (ecved ſuch a Lozd befoze. - 7 . 

. WAthea the Emperoz heard this, . e Conkounded in 

imſelf, he ſaid ; O dear kriend, all that thou ſayeft is truth: thou 
avedſt me from death, thou didſt re-obtain. my daughter again, 
and foꝛ my ſake thou haſt ſuffered many wounds: rily, it is 
right that J in mine own perſon come dotwn and make an end. 
thy caule. ſo as may be to thy content, and to mine hond. And 
then the Emperoz labozed very buſilyin his matter, and made 
ther tot an end, atcoꝛding to the Knights requeſt: whertkoꝛt all 
men greatly commended the Emperoz. | fa} 2464) (6+ i 


The Moral. | yy 
Dear friends, this Emperor may be called every Chriſtian 
man, or elſe all mankind, which had a fair daughter; that is 
to ſay, the ſoul made to the ſimilitude of GOD. This Earl 
betokencth the Devil, which carricth away, and defloureth F 
by ſin the ſoul of man, through eating the fruit of the forbidden 
tree: wherefore all mankind was in thraldom, till aſtrong and 

yaliant Knight came and put himſelf on the Croſs to ſuffer # 
death, as a Redeemer of mankind from the Devil. For if = 


* 
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neuer⸗ ic not been, we had all been partakers of thraldom everlu- 


this, be ſingly: and this Knight reduced and re- obtained the ſoul of 
he on jan ünto the Church, whezefore he "ſuffered many great 


rounds in his body. And now this Knight; thit is, our Lord 
eſus Chriſt, hath a matter to do among us; that is, to find 
us perfect faith: wherefore he calleth on us dayly, that we 
ould be ready at all times: ſay ing thus, in Apocalyps 3. La, 
ſtand at the dr and (noc :- If any man will open to me, TH 
me in and ſup with him, But many men do as the Emperor 
id, the which appointed the Knight another Judge then him- 
H: for now a-dzycs th re be ſome men that will do ao 
judge, epentance for the love of him, which aſſigned no other man 
to this ut himſc If to fight for us. And therefore againſt unthank ful 
derſons it ſhall be faid thus: Lo, he ſuffered for us on the 
roſs, diſpoiled of all his clothing, and ſhewed to us all his 
ounds that he ſuffered. Be ue therefore thanktul unto God 
or all his graccs, and be content that we may ſuffer for his 
Pve ſome ſorro ful repentance... For he that ſuffereth pain 
or the love of God in this life, ſhal receive an hundred times 
Ee men ore reward in the life everl iſting. Uato tlie which our Lord 
red koꝛ eſus Chriſt bring all mankind. Amen. 


lay to THE AR GICMEN TJ. ö 
e foul of man is here warned to {chew the pleaſant bai'e and 
den in ſu5:i/ craſts of the Devil, that ſhe jeeld not to his alurements, 
leſt he get the vantage of this mortal courſe from her, and berea ve 
her of ber jys in the life to cn. —_— 
| The fixteenth Hiſtory, . | 
Here dwelt ſometime in Rome a wile Emperoz, named JIom- 
pep, which had a vertuoas.daughter, named K glas. Chis 
Damlel had many endowments Above all other women in that 
Empire. Firit, the was air. aud gracious in the ughr or eviry 
Fan ; allo ihe was twitt in running to that uo man might oper» 
Fake her by a right race. Muhen the Emperoz unv:rliood thele two 
\W:operties in his daughter, he was right ſoptull: wheretoze he 
octaimed throughout all his Empire, that what man, poop vx 
ich would run with his daughter, wonto have her to wire with 
Frrat riches, it he could ober run har, and come iooner to the mark 
Then ſhe : any ic ſbe over⸗rxun Him; and came (ſooner to the mark 
hen he, hes head would be mitten off, 
When the States oc that Empire, as Dukes, Earls, Barons 
ind Knights, heard this cry, htp bicrred themler ves' ou atter 


U: wheretoze they ton their 8 accozding to the Law. Chat 
. Time 


noch. x ta run with her, but ever this poung Lady ovber:run them 
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time there was a poo; man dwelliug in Rome, which thought in 
himlelt, J am a pooz man, and come. of pooz kindzed,. there u 
a common cry made, that what man ſocver can out-run the Em. In 
peroꝛs daughter by any means, ſhall be pzomoted to great hong t 
and riches; now theretoze, if J might over-run her by any man. 
ner of way, J thould not only be promoted to great honoz,- but! 
Allo all my kindzed. Then this poo; man 41 — himſelf of thx f 
things, ihertby he might win her. Firſt, he made a garland off!s 
red roles and white. Secondly, Hz made a rich girdle of ſilk]H 
cunningly w:ought. Thirdly, he made a purſe of Ulk, imbzovJy 
Dered with pzecious ſtones, and within the purſe was a ball off. 
ther colours, and upon this ball was wzitten this Poſie : Tothoſ;. 
playtth with nie, ſhall not bs weary of my play. Then put hg F 
thele thzee things in his boſome, and went fozth to the Palace|*? 
gate, crying, aud laying : Come fo:th fair Lady, fox J am ready! 
to run with you, and to tuifill-the Law in all things. th 
ehen the _ heard this, he commanded his daughter to[R 
run with him. This young Lady went to the chamber window o 
and when the a him, the deſpiſed him, an d laid: J Have over of 
come many wozthy Knights, and now muſt J run with a churl { " 
Nevertheleſs, J will fulfill my fathers commandment. Anonſ* 
the Damſel arrayed, her ſelf to run with him. And at the laſt they?! 
run together, and within thozt ſpace the Damſel got far beiozg 
him. hen the Jugler law this, He thzew fozth his garland of; 
flowers be:oze her. And when the Damlel beheld and law it, thqg, 
ſtooped down and took. it up, and ſet it upon her head, and thajſr 
while the Jugler went befoze her. But when this young Damleſ,, 
ſatv this, the wept ſoze, and foz ſozrow ths thzew the garland int 
A Ditch, and rau after him, and at laſt ſhe overtook him, andlitq®- 
up her right hand, and gave him a buffet, ſaying :' Abive, thoiſbe 
wietch, it bꝛleemeth not thy fathers ſon to have me to wife. Ando 
then this Lady did over-run him, and went befoze him a greafſth 
ſpace. And then the Jugler ſaw this, he took the girdle out on 
his boſome, and th:ew it befoze her. Aud when ſhe law that, A 
{tooped down and took it up, and girded her therewith, and thin 
while the Jugler gat befoze her again. Now when ſhe ſaw thaty:'* 
the was ver2d, and took the girdle, aud with her teeth tare it ie 
three pitces, and then thzew it from her: and then the ran faſſhe. 
attzr him, and at the laſt overtook him, and then the gave hime / 
a great blow, ſaying ; D merch. t hinkeſt thou to overcome me Jy, 
And with that the ran befoze him again. The Jugler was f bat 
and ſubtil, and kept the purſe till they were near the mark, am 
then he thiew it before her, and anon the ſtooped down and took ien 
up, and opened it, and took out the ball, and read the Poſie 
Mho plapeth with me, ſhall never be weary of my 1 1 nd ch, 
began to play, and continued ſo long in playing, till that che Ju 
gler — before her at the mark, And thus he won the Emperor sg 
al r. | 
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t bonaſth FA wghter is the ſoul of man, whi * Jeſus Chriſt, and 
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by ou? whiſtling adverſary the Devil, and we are hindered for a 
time, until by the providence of God, godly Preachers be ſent tofih, 
which with the hob of Gods Word di win a:ain our It felict y, 
and ſi recover the fall of ſuch ul 1s were ſeduced and led away, 
into the jyſull and perpetuall fellowſhip of the bleſſed Angels of 
Heaven, | nd 
The ſeyenteenth Hiſtory. | 
Dmetim? dbwelt in Rom? a nob:?e — — and a wist. named 
Theobouus, which loved greatly the Malick oc the Harp a. id 
Ikechue the paltime oc hunting. It becell upon a day as this 
Emptroꝛ hunt ed in a Foꝛrett, he heard a ſweet noile or a hacp, lo 
that though the ſweetneſs therꝛo be was almoſt raviſhes oc his 
wits ; wherecoze be lovght about the Foꝛreſt to find that melody, 
and at the laſt he eſpied at the end of the Fo:reft a puoz man tit- 
ting befive the water, playing on a Harp full ſwertly. Then laid 
th: Emptroz : good friend, pꝛoctedeth this melody from thy Harp, 
or no? Che poo: man anlwered, and laid: Wy revireno Lora, 
IJ tha{l tell you the truth, Mere beüde this water, my wi;e, my 
child and 4, have dwelt thele thirty yzars, and God hath given 
me luch a gift, that when J play on my Harp, J make tuch me- 
lodp, that the filhes of this water come out to my hand, io that 
th:rewith my wi e, my chitd, and J, have been ſuttained in great 
p:enty. But, alace, ſometime on the other fide o this water chere 
cometh a whiltler. and he whiſtleth ſo lweetly, that many times 
the aſhes oriake me, and go tohim ; therefore, mp reverend Lord, 
3/ cravz your help againſt this whiftler, Then lad the Emperor, 
J ſhal give thee good help: 4 have here in my _ a go den hook, 
which 3] will give thre, take it, and bind it fait to the end o a rod, 
and put a worm upon the hook, then caſt thy rod into the water, 
and play upon the Harp; and when thon perceiveſt the :tiy to bite 
on the bait, draw them up to the land with that hock, aub then 
his whiltling that not avail. When the poor man hears this, he 
r2joyced greatly, and did as he had taught him. and when this 
oor man began to play upon his Harp, the fiſhes came to the 
ait, and then he took them up with his hook, and lived thereby 
in better eſtate long time, and at the laſt ended his lite in prace 


and ret. 
The Moral. 


Dear friends, this Emperor betokeneth our Lord Je ſus 
Chriſt, which greatly dclightcth to hunt the ſoul of mankind 
in the Forrcſt ; that is, the holy Church. He loveth alſo the 
melody of the Harp; that is, he loveth much them that teach 
the holy Word of God. This poor man that ſat by the water 
tide, betokeneth the Prelats of the C. urch, and the Preachers 
of the VVord of God, which ought to be alwayes reſident in 

their 
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their charge, and not in the World; th:t is, they ſhould not 
ſet their delight on worldly things. The Preachers ought to 
have the Harp of holy Scripture, where with they 'may praiſe 
and honor God, and alſo therewith draw out of this world 
ſinners, Therefore ſaith the Pſilmiſt chus : Praiſe the Lord 
on the Harp; ſin; to the Lord with a Pjulm of thanksgivinz. 
Pſalm. 98. 6. But now a-days the Preachers may ſay : Alice, 
for when I preach and teach the holy Scripture, the Devil 
cometh and whiitleth ſo ſweetly, that the finners dra to him, 
and will not hear the Word of God: but they turn thetuſelyes 
only to the delight of fin. The Devil decciveth alſo mankind 
by divers ways. n 
Firſt, in the time of preaching he maketh ſome to ſleep : 
and them that he canno: make to tleep, he maketh them to 
talx-and clitter: and them that he cannot make to clatter, he 
maketh them ſo dull that they cannot underſtind what the 


Preacher ſaith: and them that he cannot beguile by theſe means, 


he putteth into them buſineſs, and cauſeth them to get out of the 
Church. Behold, how many wayes the Devil hath to deeeiye 
mankind, and to hinder the work of God. There fore every 
Prelat, and every Preacher, ought to have the golden hook of 
Gods VVord againſt this whiſtling, by which they may draw 
ſinners out of this World up to Heaven. Unto the which bring 
us our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 


THE ARGUMENT. 
Mans ſoul, the dauꝛhter of our Savio, is ri tht de ar to hin; and 


th1n;h he be careful fir the confirming of her in the ſtate of ſincere - 
liſe, yet ſhe is ſeduced by the ſug geſtion of the fle h, which being a 


grievous tranſ;reſſr, yet is by earneſt repentahce and amend ment 
of liſe, brouzht by theſul unto dutyful obedience towards God and 
man, that thence forwards ſo continuing, they tozether may be 
partabers of everlaſting bleſſedneſs. 
The eighteenth Hiſtory. 
I dwelt ſometime in Rome a mighty Emperor, named 
Jtolomeus, which Had bur one child, a daughter, whom he 
loved (0 much, that day and night the was guarded with armed 
Knights: and over thoſe Knights he orogined a Contrquler to 
intftruc them how they thould do. Me ordained alſo a Steward fo 
to guide his houthold. And when all this was done, on a night as 
he lay in his beo, he reſolved that he would go viſit the holy Land. 
And when all things were ready for his journey according to his 


delire, he called unto him his Steward, and laid: My truſty 
— — lervant, 
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izrvant, J purpoſe now to go lee the holy Land, and therefore J 
commit my daughter to thy keeping 5 and J charge thee,that the 
lack nothing, but that thz have all manner of joy that appertain- 
tt h. to tuch a Airgin, Moreover, J leave to thy keeping five 2 
that be her guard: and J charge thee, that they lack nothing that 
is fitting for them. Alſo J leave with thee my rar de ac come 
manding that thou nouriſh and feed him as hitherto he hath been; 
And if thou cultili all this that I have ſaid, thou ſhalt at my com- 
ing again receive a great reward, Then laid the Steward: {Py 
Loro. in all that J may, J will-fulfill your command. Anon, 
the Emperor took his journey toward the City of Jeruſalem and 
th: Steward a long time kept well the Emperors command and 
the charge ou him. 

But at the laſt it befell upon a day, that this Steward had e- 
ſpied this young Lady walking alone in an Drchard, with whole 
love he was luddenly ſurpriſed : wh: refore Straightway againſt 
her will. he defloured her. And when he had committed lin with 
her, he gave her ill Language, and hated her more then ever p 
loved her before, and drave her out of the Palace : wherefore the 
Damlel by this means being driven to neceſſity and great pover- 
17 went trom door to door, and begged her bread. But when 
the Knights that were her keepers ſaw this, they reproved ſhame- 
tuily the Steward of that inhuman deed. Then the Steward waxed 
wroth, and for great hate that he had in his heart, he ſpoiled the 
knights of their goods, and drove them from the Palace. And 
when thzy were thus robbed and exiled, ſome for lack of living 
became: thieves, and ſome men-killers, ſo that through his incon- 
veiniency they brought great harm. 

Mot long after, there came tidings that the Emperor was ar: 
rived in that land coming homeward. And when the Steward 
heard this, he was greatly troubled and moved in himſelf, and 
laid: It cannot be but J chall be accuſed for mp treſpaſs, that 
J have committed againſt the Emperors commandment, and he 
hath ever bren my good and merciful Lord: therefore better it were 
that 5 go and meet him with all (owlineſs and humility. and accuſe 
my lelf unto him, and ask him mercy, then that any other thould 
przvent me to accule me to my Lord for my treaſon. Then the 
Steward ſtraight put off all his cloaths, ſave his holen and his 
ſhirt, and took thre? ropes with him in his right hand, and bar?- 
foot, went and meet the Emperor. Now wh?n the Emperor 
han eſpied him coming afar off in ſuch manner, he wondren 
greatly. And when the Steward was come ſo ntar that he might 
(peak to the Emperor, he fell down on his knees, and ſaluted 
him reverently. Then lam the Emperor: Mithat is befaln thee, 
that thou meeteſt me after ſuch a ſort ? for in that thou art m 
Steward, thou thouldeſt have met me with a great company o 
noble my Dh, my Lord, quoth he, there is a heavy chance be- 
jan me, kor the which it behooves me to mett your Highneſs Aben 

| Then 


door to door: J 
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Then ſaid the Emperor: Mhat chance is befalu thee 2 My re- 
verend Lord, quoth he, it bchooves pou arit ro ask me, Uh 
bring with me theſt three ropes? Then (aid the Emperor: dh» 
beareft thou theſe chree ropes in thy hand? Then aultverev. the 
Steward, and ſaid: This firft rope J bring with me to bind my 


hands and feet ſo hard, till the boo burſt out on either wwe, for 


that J have well de(erved. The ſecond rope J bring with me to 
draw me at a horſe tail upon the pavement, tilt that my bones 
be bare without fleth, for that it is but due tome or the great 
treaſon J have done againſt ym. The third rope J have brought 
to hang me with upon au High gallows, ſo long till that the birys 
light on my head; and on my body, aud teed themicives on my 


- fleſh, for thtte things are due to luch treſpalles and breakers of 


the Law as Jam. Pet, oh: my reverend Lord, have mercy on 
me, for J dare not acknowledge my treſpaſs, untitl J have ob- 
tained your pardon. Then lam the Emprror: J ſee in thee great 
tontrition; therefore tell me thy treſpaſs, and ſureſy thou t;;att 


find mercy and grace. Alact, alace, then ſaid the Stewary ; 5 


ve-defiled thine only daughter, and have driven her cut of the 
lace, ſothat now in great neceſſity the beggeth her bread from 
ve alto diſpoiled thy knights of all their gods, 
and notv ſome of them, in regard they lack living, become thieves 
and robbers, and (ome men killers : and the Controuler of the 
knights J have lain ; but J fem thy gray-hound with the beft 
meat, as long as J might, and tied him with a chain, yet at the 
laſt he bzake his chain, aud went his way, ſo that now he runntth 
about the Countrey. 

When the Amperoz heard this, he was ſoze aſtoniſhed, and (ſaid; 
Haſt thou defloured my daughter, whom J loved ſo well, and alſo 
diſpoiled my knights, and {lain their Controuler, and the gray» 
hound which J loved'well; of whom J gavt ther charge, is he gon 
alſo * Surely, were it not that J had fo:given thee, and that thou 
baft humbled thy ſelf fo much, J would have put thee-co the vil⸗ 
et death that could be thought: notwithſtanding depart hence 
fozthwith, and being again my Paneer, that thou mapeſt marry 
ber; and if any harm hereafter befall to her through thy default, 
then will J vouble thy puniſhment. Alſo bzing again my knights, 
and reftoze to them their goors, and ſet them in their ſtate and 
Dffices as they were be:oze. Allo leck diligently foz my gray- 
hound till thou find him, and then make him taſt,ſo that hereatter 
in thee there be no fault found. Now when the Steward heard 
this, he bowed dotun with moſt humble lubmilsion, and thanked 
the Emperoz fox his great mercy. And then he went fozth, and 
ſought diligently thzough all the Tmpirc, untill he found the 
Empero:s daughter, and the knights, and the gray-hound, and 
b:onght-them home again. And afcer He had married the young 
— and retozed again the knights goods; he ended his life in 
Pact. : 
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Dear friends, this Empcror betokeneth our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
His d.ughter betoken th the foul of man, made after the 
ſimilitole of our Lord God: The five Knights are the five wits; 
armed with the vertue of Biptiſin for the preſervation of the 
foul. The Controulcr of the Knights, is reaſon, which ought 
to rule the wits, The gray-hound, is the fleſh of man: *and 
th; Steward is every man, to whom God hath given a life and 
ſoul to keep, under pain of loſing everlaſting life. But wretched 
and wicked man, not remembring what is to come, full often 
c rrupt<th and polluteth his ſoul with fin, and repelleth her 
from her Palace of leaven, and then wandereth ſhe from door 
to door; that is, from ſin to fin. He diſpoilcth theſe five 
Knights of their goods; that is, the five wits, or rather gracious 
yertues, tuking away the natural light from their eycs, and 
giving them bid counſ.1, and alſo moving their cars to liſten 
unto ſlander and back- bitiug, and ſo forth of all the other wits; 
and thus ſome be made thicves, and ſome man- killers. The 
Maſters of theſe five wits is l. in, whenſoeyer man is ruled by 
will, and not by reaſon. The griy-hound, that is the fleſh, 
wherein a man delighteth, was f.d and bound with a chain of 
reaſon; but breakiig out, full oft doth much harm. | 
The coming gain cf this E:npecror from-:the holy Land, 
betokeucth the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſff at the day of 
doom to judge all mankind 3 whzrefore let us, as the Steward 
did, accuſc ur woes of our 11.15 firſt, leſt the Devil and the 
World-accuſc us, then it is too late: to ask mercy :; therefore 
put we otf our cloaths betimcs : that is, our ſintul life, and 
take we three rop.s in our hands. The firſt rope, that ſhould 
bind our hands and f-et, betokeneth the rope of true rep-ntance, 
which not only ought to biad our hands and feet, but alſo our 
hearts within us, and our outward converſatious in ſuch 
- aultcrity of life, that the blood burſt out on every tide, that 
is, that fin might void it ſelf, Hereto accordeth Exebiel, 
ſaying thus: Wrenſoever the ſinſul man do h repent hinſelt, he ſhal 
be for iven. The fecond rope for to draw the treſpaſlcr, 13 
acknowledging of our 1105s, which ſhould draw us from the 
beginning of our life, unto our lives end, by 4 perfect reeon- 
ciliation of our ſclyes to God and man, uuto the time that 
tlie fleſh be fallen from the bones; that is, till the luſt of the 


ticth be turned away by the ſtones of repeutance. Fur even 
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as the ſtone by nature is hard, right ſo the way of repentance 
ought to be hard. The third rope that ſhould hang the fellon, 
is the rope of amendment of life : for it is written in holy 
Scripture: There is more joy in Heaven over one ſinner that turneth 
unto the Lord in time, then over nin;y and nine juſt perſons, 
Like as the Steward brought again the Emperors daughter, 
ſo it behoyeth us to ſeek about by a fruitful faith, untill we 
find again our loſt ſoul, and to bring her again to the Church, 
to rule well our five wits, to feed our gray-hound as we ſhould, 
and make our life ſo clean and pure, that we fall not again in 
ſin, for fear that it fortune to us worſe, and that we haye no 
leaſure to ask mercy again at our needs. And if we fulfill all 
this truly unto our lives end, without doubt we ſhall obtain 
cyerlaſtinglife, To the which our Lord bring us all. Ameu. 


THE ARGUMETNEF, 
The violating of our innocency in not imitating the Law of God, is 
here deſcribed, which being adjudzed after the Law, is death; 
but by the merits ef Chriſt our Savior, we obtain ſalvation, 


The ninteenth Hiſtory. 


15 Roms dwelt ſometime a mighty Emptroz, and a wiſe, na- 
mid Entenne, who o2dained a Law, that whoſoever raviſhed 
a UGirgin, ould be at her dilcretion, whether ſhe would put him 
to death, oz would take him to her husband. Jt bekell atter, that 
a man ravithed in one night two fair maidens: the firſt Damſel 
that he ravithed deüred that He thould dit, but the (ſecond deüred 
him to her husband. The ravither was taken and led befoze the 
Judge, that he might Satisky both theſe Damſels, accozding to 

equity of the cault. The tirit Damlel deſited his death accoꝛd⸗ 
ing to the Law. Then laid the ſccond, J.Defire to have him to 
my husband: and like as thou haſt the Law foꝛ thee, ſo in like 
tate J have it fox me, and allo my petition is much better then 
yours, foz it is moze charitable ; therefoze me thinks in my rea- 
lon, that the Judge thouſd give ſentence in tavoz and furtherance 
ot my deſire, Then the Judge heard the mercy of the lecond 
Damlſel, he gave judgement that he ſhould take her to wife, and 
ſo it was dont. | 

The Moral. 


Dearfriends, this Emperor betokeneth our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
The rayiſher betokeneth every ſinner, which raviſheth Gods 
— as often as he violateth the holy Commandements of 
God by ſin; for the Devil can never overcome man except he 
be ſuffered by the will. For S. Auguſtine faith : Ie is not ſin 

F except 
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except it be voluntary. The raviſher alſo is called before the 
Juſtice, when the ſoul is departed from the body : and anon 
the firſt Damſel ( Tnnocency ) ſaid againſt the ſinner, that he 
ought to die everlaſtingly by the law of righteouſneſs : But the 
other maiden 3 that is, Chrifts merits, all:Yged for him, how 
the mercy of God ought to help by hearty Repentance, and 
acknowledging of fms, which is $ high way to everlaſting life. 
Unto the which God bring us all. Amen. 


THE ARGUMENT. 

The 1 the child of Grace and of the Reprobate, is here declared, 
and ſet forth : but which of them ſhall be ſaved, and which of 
them ſhall be damned, is not yet revealed to the world, until the 
Laſt and dreadful day of judgement, 


The twenticth Hiſtory. 
888 there dwelt in Rom? a mighty Emperoꝛ and a rich, 
named Lypodus. which tok to wife a fair Uirgin and a gentle, 
the daughter or the King of Afſp2ia. This young Lady conceived 


and bart him a ſon, and in the birth ſhe died : not long after her 


Decealc the Emptroz married another wife. and had by her a ſon 
alſo: aud Pmmediatly after the lecond child was born, he ſent 
them both into a ſtrange Land, there to be bzought up. Now 
when the Childꝛen had been there long time, the Empels (aid : 
My Reverend Lozd, ten years be no fully expired ſince J bare 
my ſon, and pet J never law him but once, and that was the firſt 
dap of his Birth: therefoze, J beleech you, my Lozd, to ſend fo 
him, to the end that J may onck rtjoyce me in his ſight. . Then 
lam th? Emperoz ; J have another child by my firſt wife, aud if 
J tend foz thy ſon, then mull ſend koꝛ them both. Not withſtan⸗ 
ding at the Empꝛeſles requeſt he ſent foꝛ them both: And when 
they wert come, they were of paſſing feature, and well trained np, 
and ſo paſſing like in all things, that hardly the one might be 
knoton from the other: but the father knew the difference. 
Then ſaid ths mother of the ſecond child: Mp Lozd, J pzay 
you, tell me which of theſe is my ſon ? Then the Emperoꝛ called 
to him that ſon that he begat on his firſt wife. Ruhen the Em⸗ 
pꝛels heard this, the gave all care to cheriſh him, and negleded 
the other child. Now when the Emperoz ſaw this, he ſaid to his 
wife: Certainly, J have Deceived ther: fox Him that thou loveſt 
lo much, is not thy ſon, but the other is thy ſon. Then let ſhe all 
her care _ oe ſecond, and ſet light by the firſt. Mhen the 
Emptrro: lat this, he (aid: Truely J deceived - : without 
doubt this is not thy (on, but one of them two is thy ſon, Then 


(aid the mother: My Loꝛd, I muſt 1 —— you, coat 
of them is my lon: 
The 


you woulo tell me without diſlembling, whic 
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The Emperoz anſwered, and ſaid; Certainly, J will not tell 
you, untill they be both come to mans eſtatz, and this my realon ; 
Firlt, J told pon that this was your ſon, and pou cheriihed him, 
and loziok that other : and won told you that this was your 
ſon, then you lightly regarded the firit, and cheriſhed the ſecond: 
thercfoze my deure is, that you cher ich them both alike, that J 
may have like joy of them. hen the Empzeſs heard this, the 
cherithed them both alike. And when they were both come to age, 
the Emperoꝛ made a great feaſt, and betoxe all his Nobles he told 
his wiie openly which was her fon, Chen rejoyced the Empꝛels 
greatly, and when the had lived a good time, ſhe ended her life 


in peace and reit. 
The Moral. 


Dear friends, this Emperors ſons betokeneth thoſe that be 
choſcn to everlaſting life, and thoſe that be not choſen. The 
mother of them, is the providence of God that nouriſheth them 
both; therefore our Lord will not that his providence ſhould 
let the World know which be choſen, and which be notchoſen: 
for if ſhe knew that, then would ſhe love the one and hate the 
other, and ſo charity among us would be overthrown, and 
we ſhould live in diſcord and ſtrife : but truth at the day of 
judgement ſhal telltous which of them ſhal be ſaved,and which 
of them ſhal be damned. Therefore pray we in this world, that 
we may come to theeyerlaſting feaſt in Heaven, Untothe which 
God bring us all. 

THE ARGUMENT. 

Tie ungodly of this World will not tabe any pains to live vertuſly, 
and yet of tenrimes they are enriched for the maſt part with riches 
of fortune ;, but they are not careſul of the reward laid up for the 
jahteous in Heaven, neither do they fear the torments of Heil 
appointed for the reprobates. 


| The 21. Hiſtory. 
Dmetime there dwelt in Rome a Noble Emperor, namen 
Polinus, which had three ſons whom he loved much. It bekell 
upon a day, when this Emperoz lap upon his bed, he bechought 
him to which of his ſons he might give his Empire after his death. 
Then called he to him his three tons, and (aty ; Which of you is 
molt tioathful, he thall have mint Empire alter my dectale, Che 
firtt Son aulwered, ann laid: The Empire by rtalon ould de 
mint, fo; J am lo lloathtut,-that if my toot were in the fire, I 
had rather it ſhould be brunt, then J would take it out. Then 
laid the lecond: Jam, quoth he, more fit toz the Wmpire than 
thou, coz though there wert a cozd about my neck wherewith J 
thould be hanged, and it * 5 ſharp [ward in my hand, toz ve- 
2 Typ 
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ry ſloath J would not once put koꝛth my hand to'cut the coꝛd to 
ſave my like. And when theſe two bzethzen had thus laid, then 
the third pane fo; himſelf thus: J oaght to be Emptroꝛ betozc 
pou both, foꝛ J exceed you in floath, and J will pzove it thus: J 
lay upright in my bed, and there droppeth water upon mint eyts, 
and tor very floath J will not move my head, neither to the right 
ſide of the ben, nor to the left; to (ave my ſelk. Uthen the Em⸗ 
peror heard this, he bequeathed the Empire unto the poungeit, 
as to the ſloathtulleſt of the brethren. . 
The Moral. . 

Dear friends, this Emperor betokeneth the Devil, which is 
the Lord and Father over the Ungodly in the world. By the 
firſt Son, is underſtood a man that chanceth into evil compa- 
ny, by which he falleth into miſdemeanor, and had rather be 
burnt in the fire of ſin, then depart from them. The ſecond 
Son betokcneth him that knoweth himſelf to be faſt bound 
with the bands of fin, wherewith he is to be hanged on the 
glows of Hell; and is fo ſloathfull, that he will not cut it a- 
way with the ſword of true Repentance. By the third Son, is 


underſtood a man that hears of the joys of Heaven, and the 


painsof Hell, yet will he not move himſelf to the right nor to 
the left fide to forſake his fins for fear of eternal pain : ſuch 
a man without doubt, for his ſloath, ſhall receive the King- 
dom of Hell: from which keep us our Lord Jeſus. Amen. 


THE ARGUMENT, | 
' Mans foul, as a Captain General, with his Forces of armed Ver 
tues, fighteth again$ a Strong City, the World, wherein is the 
Caſtle of Vanity, and in that are the poyſoned Forces of ſin, as 


mortal Enemies of Mankind ; againſt whom well to fight, is 
the Means to obtain the Victory, and triumph everlaſtingly. 


The 22. Hiſtory, 

Lerander the mighty Emperoz ſometime ruled, who beſieged 
a City of the King of Egypt with a great hoit;neverthelcls 
this Tmperoz lolt many wozthy Knights, without any hurt oz 
ſtroak. And thus from day to day his people dien ſuddenly ; 
whereat this Alexander wondered greatly, and was ſozrotvfull 
therefoze in his mind, @ he called unto him the wiſeit Philolopher⸗ 
that might be fond, and demanded of them, Why his people died 
thus ludoenly without any wounds? The Philolophers anſwer- 
ed, 4nd (aid ; Mr Lord, it is ns wonder: foz upon the walls of 
that Caſtle, within the City, is a Cockatrice, thzough whole 
light your men die: foꝛ they are inkeutd with a venome that cometh 

from her eyes, and thereupon they dit. Th 
hen 
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Then this Alexander asked, Ik there were any remedy againſt 
the Cockatrice * The Philoſophers anlwered, and ſaid ; {Dy 
Lo2d, there is good remedy ; fox if it pleaſe you to ſet up a large 
mirrour of clear glaſs over againſt the Tockatrice, between your 
hoſt and the wall of the City, when the Cockatrice beholdeth her 
lelk in the mitrour, the deadly nature of the venomous ſight thal 
return again to her (elf, and thus the thal Die, and your men ſhal 
thereby be ſaved, Then the Emperoꝛ did as the Philoſophers 
countelled him, and ſet up fozthwith a large mirroz of ercellent 
clear glaſs; and thus was the Cockatrice lain, and the Emperoꝛ 
with his hott made an aſſault on the City, and obtained the vicozy. 
The Moral. 
car friends, this Emperor may be called every Chriſtian 
man, which ought to gather an hoſt of vertues: for without 
vertue no man can fight ſpiritually. The City againſt which 
ye ſhall fight, is the world, wherein there is an high Caſtle 3 
that-is, Vanity of Vanities, and all is but vanity. In this vanity 
ſtandeth the Cockatrice; that is, pride of life, defire of the 
eyes, the luſt of the tleſh z wherefore this pride iufecteth ſo 
many, that they die in fin everlaſtingly. Wherefore the beſt 
remedy againſt this pride, is the contideration of our unelean- 
neſs, how we came naked into the World : And if it be asked, 
why a man is proud? Certainly, it may be anſwered thus: 
For default of clothing himſelf with yertues. What ſhal we do 
hen we die thus ghoſtly, but ſet upa pure mirror of conſcience, 
that by that conſcience we may conſider our ſlidings, and our 
brittleneſs, as in a glaſs, where we may ſee our own default. 
And if we do thus, without doubt the Cockatrice; that is, pride 
of life, deſire of the eyes, and luſt of the fleſh, ſhil be utterly 
deſtroyed, and we ſhall obtain the victory of this worldly City, 
and by Chriſts merits win eyerlaſting life. Uato the which he 
bring us all. Amen. 


THE ARGUMENT. 
Tre foul of man being converſant in the body with the fleſh, ſhe ſeeketh 
by ſinifter means to overthrow the ſoul with her unclean luſts after 
the World 5 where though the ſoul for a time ſuffer ſhiprach of 
worldly felicity, yet the Lyon of the Tribe of Fudah is of power, 
not only to comfort her in neceſſity, but alſo to revenge her injury, 
and to mabe her to re-pojſ:ſs her former eſtate in the worldto come. 


The 23. Hiſtory, 
Mighty Emperoz ſometime ruled the Romans, named 
Archelaus, who in his 0.0 age eipouled à fair Lady, whom 
: a Youlis 
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2 poung Knight loved, and had to do with her as oft as him liff, 
Jt befeil on a night, that this Tmperoz bethought him in his bed, 
to viſit the City of Jerulalem, whereroze without any moe delay 
he ozdained all things necefſary for his journey: and taking his 
leave of his Empꝛels, and oi the States of his Empire, went to- 
wards the laid City. : 

2Uhen the Empꝛels heard this, the tok the Maſter of the ſhip 
aſibt, and ſaid; It thou wilt conſent to me, and be true, ask of 
me what thou wilt, and thou ſhalt have it. The Malter of the 
ſhipt was coꝛrupt with covetoutneis, and laid: O my dear Lady, 
whatſoever thou wilt command me, J ſhall without tail fulfill it, 
lo that thou wilt reward me foz my laboꝛ. Then ſaid the Emyzeſs ; 
Bekoꝛe thou doeſt ought foꝛ me, J will give thee what ever thou 
deſtreſt, ſo that thou wilt ſwear to be true to me, and keep my 
Counlel. Then the Maſter of the ſhip [ware to be true to her. 

Then (aid the Empꝛels: My Lozd goeth with you in your ſhip, 
therefore when he is in the midſt of the ſera, cait him over board 
that he may be dzowned, and thou ſhalt have what thou wilt fox 
thy reward. Then the Maſter of the thip ware a great oath, and 
laid: By the great god Jupiter, alter he cometh once within my 

hip, you ſhall never lee him moze, Then the Lady gave him as 
much gold as he would have, and he went to his ſhip. 

And within ſhoꝛt time after, the Emperoz took ſhipping ; and 
when he was in the midſt of the lea, the {Yallter of the thip took 
the Emperoz, and thꝛew him over board into the lea. Then the 
Maſter returned again he told the Empꝛels how hc caft the em- 
ptroꝛ into the (ea, whereol ſhe was right glad. 

This Empera that was cait into the tea, had learned in his 
youth to lwim, and ſivam to an Jland in the tea ; and when he 
was faint, and like to be Dzowned, be pzayed to God to be his 
help. At length he came to a little Jland, wherein was nothing 
but Lyons and Leopards, and luch other breasts as (wam thither 
from other Lands, When the Emperoꝛ had got to Land in that 
Fle,_he elpied a young Lyon tighting with an old Leopard, and 
rhe Lyon was too weak, and was almoſt overcome, Mob the 
Empkeroꝛ had great Compallion on the Lyon, and drew out his 
word, and fozthwith flew the Leopard. The Lyon from that time 
torth followed the Emperoz, and would not leave him foz any 
thing; but every day the pꝛey that the Lyon took, he bought and 
laid at the Emperozs feet; and the Emperoꝛ ſmote lire on a flint 
ftone, and boyled the body of the beait in the skin: and thus was 
be feo top a long ſtaſon. At length as he waiked by the lea ſhoze, 
he law a goodly ſhip come Sailing by, and with a High voice he 
crych. And when the ſhip⸗men heard the voice, they wondꝛed what 
it might be, wherctoze they ſailed toward him: And when they 
twzre come near him, he laid: Good friends, take me with you, 
and I thall pay you a good fraught. So they took him into their 
hip, and the Lyon tollotogd him, twimmniing in the lea atter the 
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chiy: And when the Lyon was near dzowned, the ſhip⸗men had 
pity on him, and tok him into the thip. Now whey che empero: 
came to land, he paped his fraught, and went foꝛth with th: 4 you 
till he came near his own Palace, where hi heard Crumprts, ard 
all other Mulick: and az he marvellen what it might be, there 
came from the Palace a Squire ward him that he knew. ont 
the Squire knew not him, to whom the Emperoz laid thus; God 
friend, J pzay the, tell me what is the caule oc this mctopy * 
The Squire anſwered, and laid: The Emp:cis is married thts 
dap, and all the States of the Empire are at the teait,and there- 
koꝛe they make luch melody. Then:(aid the Emperaꝛ to the Squire: 
Where is her husvand that was Emperoꝛ betoze; The Squire 
ſaid: That he went to the Holp Land, and was dzowned by the 
way. Then the Emperoz ſaid * Sir, J pzap you, tell the Em⸗ 
pꝛels, and the Lozd that thall be her husband, that J (to pleaſe 
them) will ſhow their $Pajzities rare (pozt with my Lyon. The 
Squirt granted to his errand, and went in and told his Loꝛd and 
his Lady, that a Goodly old Man was at the gate, that wouly 
thow them ſpoꝛt with his Lyon. Then laid the new married Lade: 


' Bing him in, he perchance may deſerve meat fo2 h's play.UWh, i 


the Emperoz with his Lyon was bzonght in, the Lyon without 
any letting on, ran upon the young kuight that was newly mar- 
ried, and ilew him: and when he had io done, he can upon the 
Empzeſs alſo, and devoured her to the bones, befoze all the Lozyg 
of the Enipire, And when the Nobles law thi. they were greatly 
agaſt, and began to flee, But the Emperoz with his fair ſpeecy 
per[waded them, and laid: Lo, this is the vengeance of God, ioz 
this my wite hath uſed Adultery long time with this Knight that 
lpeth dead, and ſhe San my Death with the Maſter of the thip, 
and thereupon he threw me ints the lea; but God laved me from 
death: And becaule J Helped once this Lyon at a need, he never 
forſok me ſince ; and now, ag yt all (re, when J came into the 
Palace, without provoking of me, he hath lain both the adut- 
terers, and therefore underſtand ye for truth, that Jam your Em⸗ 
eror. Mo when they heard this, they loktd more ler toully upon 
im, and dilcerned him to be their Emperor; and greatly reiopc⸗ 
ing, raiſed God for that Miracle, which had ſaved their Lorn 
and Emperor. And they lived together a long time in peace. 


The Moral, 
Dear friends, by this Emperor we may underſtand every 
Chriſtian man, that purpoſeth to viſit the City of Jeruſalem 3 


that is, to get everliſting life through faith. But his wife; that 


is, the wretched fleſh, murmureth againſt the ſoul, and loveth 
better an adulterer; th at is, deadly 1in,then the husband. This 
Emperor went into a ſhip,taking his journey towards the City 
of Jeruſalem 3 that is, he went to the Church of God, which 

is 
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is the way to God : but the wife; that is, fleſhly men, accuſed 
him to the Maſter of the ſhip 3 that is, to the Prelats of the 
Church, for great reward: which oftentimes do blind the fight 
of many Juſtices, whereby many perfe& men' be caſt out ofthe 
ſhip into the ſea to be drowned ; that is, out of the Church 
into the ſea of this world. But what ſhall he do then that is 
thus caſt to be troubled in this world? Certainly, this ought 
he to do: let him learn to fwim 3 that is, let him put all his 
hope in God, and by his grace he ſhal come to an Iland; that 
1s, the Religion of heart, and then he ſhall love ever the bet- 
ter to keep himſelf out of this world: and therefore S. Zames 
ſaith: A pure Religim and undefiled before God even the Father, is 
this, &c. And he that is in this Religion, ſhall find a Lyon, 
whom he behoveth to have againſt the Devil. This Lyon is 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that came of the Tribe of Judah, who 


figliteth ever againſt the Devil: and if a man have helped this 


Lyon that is, hath ſeryed God againſt his enemies at any time, 
he may truſt well that he will not forſake him at his need, 
according to the Pſalmiſis ſaying : I am with him in trouble. 
By this Lyon thou muſt tame thy wife; that is, thy fleſh, with 
repentance, and flay thy fin : and then without doubt thou 
ſhalt obtain the Empire of Heaven. Unto the which bring us 
our Lord Jeſus, Amen. 


| THE ARGUMENT, 
The foul of man eſpouſed to Chriſt in baptiſm, yet dieth by means of 
fin, having behind her ſon, called Reaſon, or rather the Word of 
God, which ſearched the diſeaſe of man her ſinfull Father: and 
being ſent for to cure the malady of his Fep-mothers will, he refuſ- 
eth to adminiiter ghoſtly comfort unto her. 


The 24. Hiſtory. 
Dmetime there dwelt in Rome a noble Tmptroz, named Gze- 
goꝛy, who married a vertuous and beautiful Lady to his wite. 
his young Lady in due pzoce(s of time conceived and bare a (on, 


a fair and amiable child. Wheit this child was ten years old, his 


mother the Empꝛels died: Mot long attev, the Emperoz married 
another c uife. The tecond Mitte could not attec oz love by an 

mtans the Empero:s lon, but did him all, th? ſhame and repꝛoac 

that ive might Mhen the Emperoz perceived this, willing to pleaſe 
his wife, he exiled his on out of his Empire, And when the (on 
was kriled: he went ano ſtudied 4{Phyiick, ſo that within thozt 
time he was a gkilfull and a cunning Pheücian. It bekell not 


long time atter, that the Tmperoz his Father ückned, _ — 
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almoſt at deaths do: wherefo:e when he heard that his ſon was 
{vb god a Phylucian, he ſent toꝛ him by letters, pzaytng him, that 
he would come to him without delay. ow the ſon willing to obey 
his kathers commandment, in all haſte came to him: and when 
he had telt his Pulſes, he dilcerned the ſickneſs, and $Pinittreo 
50557 to him, fohereby he thoztly recovered, 

ot long atter, the Empzeſs his ſtep mother began to fall ſick, 
and many Phyunciangs ſaid, ths would Dit. And when the Em⸗ 
peroz heard this, he (ent to his (on to help her ol her uckneſs. Then 
laid his ion ; Certainly, {a:her, J will lay no hand on her. Then 
the Emperoz began to wax wzoth, and laid; It thou wilt not 
obey my commandment, thou thalt h*nceſozth depart mine empire. 
His ſon anſwered, and ſaid: It you do ſo, Dear Father, you do 
unrightly ; fox well you know, that pou exiled me out ot your 
Empire through her iuggeſtion, and mine abſence was cauſe of 
your ſickneſs, now my pzetence is caul(e of her ſickneſs, and th. re- 
kozt I will not - ry with her, noz uſe any Phytick\unto her, 
fo; oftentimes Phydcians are Deceived in their patients. therefore 
J dare lay no hand on her: fox if it would toztune her to die, 
men would judge that my Phyſick were the canſe thereok. 

Then ſaid the Emperoz : She hath the very lame fickneſs that 
J had. His ſon anſwered, and laid: Though the have the ſame 
tickneſs, neverthelels you are not both ot. one Conſtitution : fox 
whatſoever J did to you, pou wert therewith content: and when 
you ſaw me come within the Palace, you rejoyced at my coming: 


anz was greatly plealed with the fight of me that you begat; but 


when this my ſtep-mother law me, | the was angry and twk cozly 
at her heart, and therefoze if J ſhould but ſptak to her, her ſoꝛromꝛ 
would much mot increale ; and if J thould ofter-to touch her, 
the would be in a rage. Alſo a Phyſician p2ofiteth little, except 
the patient take pltalurt in him. Molvnone can cure her of envy. 
chen when he had ſpoken his mind, he tok his leave and departen 
ence. | 
The Moral. 


Dear friends, this Emperor betokeneth every Chriſtian man 
which is married toChritt in the Baptiſm of regeneration, for, 
then the ſoul is made the ſpouſe ofChr iſt;on — our Savior 
begettetha ſon; thut is, the knowledge of his word and will. 


But when the child gre to ſome ten years of age, or to ſome 
7 


increaſe in vertue, his mother Chriſtianity died, then vertue 
departed from youth, and afterwards the Chriſtian man his 
father matched himſelf with auother woman, the ſiep-mother 
of the ſaid youth, Named ignorant Envy, which in no viſe 
could affect the Emperors ſon of knowledge: wh refore ſhe 
cauſcd'him to be baniſhed into a ſtrange Countcey, from his 
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father and her both. It hapned that the good Chriſtian man 
being oyer- ruled by his wife, falleth ſick, and ſendeth for his 
ſon; that is, knowledge of Gods Word and will, to cure him 
as his Phyſician, who dutifall performeth the ſame. But his 
ſtep-mother falling ſick at the tight of the Emperors ſon,though 
the Chriſtian man her husband labors to him to cure her as a 
good Phyſician of her ſoul ; yet ſhe not liking his good endea- 
vor to win her from ignorant enyy of the truth, is very hard- 
ly healcd of her ſickneſs, but oftentimes dieth inhef ignorant 
envy and wilfull wickedneſs, without any hope of health or 
life unto eternal ſalvation, fo that the Phyſician comes thither 
too late. 15 | 
THE ARGUMENT. 


Fieſus Chriſt the Son of God ought to be cheriſhed and foſtered in our 


hearts by faith and good life, which is taken from us when we are 
not thank ful unto him for hu zraces. Wherefore the Preachers 
of Gods Word, as good Phyſicians, are ſent unto us, far to admoniſh 


and warn us to perſevere in amendment of life, and conſtant hope 


in Chriſts merits 5, and ſo to harbor him iu our hearts, as he may 
thereby beſtow on us the promot ion of heavenly bleſs. 


The 25. Hiſtory. 


Dmetime there dwelt in Rome a mighty Emperoz, named 
8 Folenus, who tok to wife the Kings daughter of Germany, 
\/ 2 fair Lady and a Courteous, which within thozt time con⸗ 
ceived and bare a ſon. Mhen the child was bozn, the. States of t 
Empire came to the 7 and every one of them beſought 
the Empteroz to have the bzinging up of his lon. The Emperoz 
anſwered, and lad: To mozrow thall be a Turner, and there 
you thall all be, and which of you doth beſt, and obtaineth the 
victo2y, he ſhall have thc keeping of my ſon: and if be train him 
up well, J hall pzomote him to great dignity and honoz : aud if 
He do the contrary, he ſhal die the touleft death that can be thought. 
Ehen laid they: Moſt reverend Lozd, all this pleaſeth us well. 
On 5 mozrow, when every man was come to ß Turnep, ö Statts 
mite valiantly ; but at length came a valiant Knight, named 
Jolas, who lo couragioully bare himſelf there, that he obtained 
the viaozy. And immediately after the Turney was all done, this 
Joſias twk the child, and led him home with him. And becaule 
the Emperoꝛs ſon thould be received with State in his Countrey, 
he (ent befoze to his Caſtle, and Commanded his Officers that 


they thould Ropally pzovide m_ and that the Childs lovging 


thould be in the midſt or the Caſtle « and alſo that the ſeven Oci⸗ 
ences ſhould be pourtrayed about the Childs bed. That when the 
Child waked out of his fleep, he might lye in his bed and 9 
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the ſame. The Knight had a 1— Mell by the Childs bed - 
ſive, wherein he uſed to vathe himielf, aud the Knights Wlite 
bare the Key of the Mell, and there was a window whereat the 
Dun might comkoꝛtably thing upon him. It foꝛtuned upon a day, 
that the Lady left open the window though negligence: which 
being done, thither came a Bear, and leeing the windolv open, 
went to the Mell, and bathed him therein: of whoſe bathing, 
the avtell (avoured after, though the great heat which was at that 


. time in the hunted Bear, whereby whotoever dzank of that water, 


waxed lep:ous within thozt time aiter. So it foztuned that the 
Lord and the —1 with all the houſhold, by drinking of the 
water of that Well became lepers, notwithſtanding it appeared 
not prelently. Not long after, it fortuned that there came a great 
Eagle in at the window where che Emperors ſon lay, and bare 
the Child away out of the cradle. 52ow when the Lord of the 
aſtle heard this, he wept bitterly, and laid: Alace, alace, wo 
is me, wretched creature, that ever J was born: what ſhal J do? 
now J am the ſon of death, kor J am become a loathſome leper, 
and lo is my wife with all my houthold : alſo the Emperors (on 
is loſt and gone. 
Notv whilt he thus mourned, there came to him a Phyſician, 
and (aid $ Sir, if you will do alter my counſel, you ſhall not re- 
ent you. Firſt, it behoveth you, your wifc, and all your houſ- 
hold, to be let blood, and after that, to be bathed and clean walhed, 


and then J will apply to you my Medicine: And when you art 


whole, then thal you and your houſhold walk up to the mountains, 
and ſeek the Emperozs ſon, koz the Eagle hath let him fall there 
tn ſome place. Chen the Lord followed the adviſe and counſel 
thus given him by the Phyſician : and fozthiwith he and all his 
houſhold were let blood, and received the $Pedicine, and within 
a ſhoꝛt time after were all whole and (ound. When they were thus 
healed, he took his hozſe, accompanied with three men, and rode 
koꝛth to (eek the child, and at the laſt he found him whole and 
ſound lying in a valley, whereat he greatly rejoyced. And incon- 
tinently with great joy and gladnels, he lid the child home to the 
Empero} his father. Now when the Tmperoz law his (on in god 
health, he was right glad, and .pzomoted him to great honoz. 
And ſo after that he had long time lived there in noble ſtate, he 
after ended his like in peace and reſt. 


Toe Moral. | 

Dear friends, this Emperor betokeneth the Father of Heaven: 
his ſon betokeneth our Lord JeſusChriſt, to nouriſh whom many 
men defire, at ſuch time us they receive the Sicrament of his 
Death and Paſſion. He nouriſheth him beſt that juſteth with 
the Devil, and overcometh him by godly life. This Knight 
that took this child with ot agood Chriſtian man, 
2 that 
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62 GESTA ROMANORUM. 
that evermore abſt tineth truly from doing evil, and laboureth 
continually to do good to all men. Therefore do we as the 
Knight did, ſend Meſſengers before to prepare and make clean 
the Caſtle of our hearts from all pots of ſin, by lively faith, 
and ſo ſhall this child Jeſus reſt in the midſt of our hearts. 
The Well betokeneth mercy, which ought to be next our 
Lord: for whoſoever is without mercy and truth, may not 


.nouriſh the bleſſed child Jeſus : but it happeneth oft, that the 


Knights wife; that is, the fleſh ot man, bearcth the key of 
mercy, and oft leaveth that Well open, and then cometh the 
Bear; that is, the Deyil, and leaycth his loathſome filth in 
the Well of mercy, and who ſo taſteth thereof, ſhal be infected 
with the leproſie of ſin. The window wherein the Sun ſhined, 
is the grace of the Holy Ghoſt, by whom men are comforted 
13 By this window the Eagle cometh in; that is, the 
flying affections of the wicked world, _—_—— away the 
knowledge of God from us, unto the vale of ignorance and 
ſecurity, and then man hath great cauſe to weep.; but what ſhal 
we do when the child is gone, but ſend for a skilful Phyſician 3 
that is,a diſcreet Miniſter of the Word of God, which ſhal give 


him good counſel to let him blood and all his houſhold 3 that is, 


to put out fin through acknowledging thereof, and reconciling 
himſelf with earneſt repentance unto his heavenly Father. 

Then muſt he bathe himſclf with tears of contrition and 
compunction of heart; and after that, take the medicine of 
amendment of life, and ſo live pure and clean from all manner 
of fin ; and when he hath done thus, he muſt leap on the palfray 
of good perſeverance from eyil, and ride forth with the three 
men; that is, falling from evil, praying to God, and well 
deſerving towards men : and then without doubt he ſhal find 
the child Jeſus in the valley of humility, and not on a hill, 
that is, pride. And if ye do this, doubtleſs he ſhal have might 
and power to nouriſh that bleſſed child Jeſus, for whoſe nou- 
riſhing the Father of Heaven ſhal promote him unto everlaſting 
Joy. Unto the which joy he bring us that ſhed his precious blood 
for us. Amen, 

THE ARGUMENT. 


Chriſt the giver of everlaſting glory hath proclaimed a- libe joy and 
bleſs in Heaven, as well to the poor as to the rich: but the rich 
— coveting all, loſeth the prerogative which the poor in 

eart enjoy by the providence of God : Tet as he is a rizhteous God, 
be 


, 


ESTA ROMANORUM, 53 
he ordaineth both for the rich and popr, in ſuch ſort, that if they 
will, they may together ji fully be ſatisſied with the great plenty 
of his abundant graces. 

| The 26, Hiſtory. 


tius, which governed his people nobly, and loved them lo much, 
at he made Pꝛocla mation thzoughout all F2ations, that wholo- 
ever would come to him, rich oz pz, at a certain day, thould have 
their petition, whatloever it were. Uthen the mighty men heard 
this, thep were glad, and came at the day asugurd, and everp 
man put fo:th his petition unto the Emperoz,, immediatly their 
petitions were granted and fulfilled, in to much that a great part 
of the revenus of the Empire was diſtributed among them. Then 
every man wag joyful, and went hame again, and took poſſeſſion 
of luch Lands and Caſtles as the Emperoz had given them. 
Straightway aftcr, the poz men in the Emperozs dominions 
gathered them together, and ſaid ; A common cry was made, that 
wholorver came to the Emperozs Palace ſhould have whatloever 
he asked. The rich men have been there lately, and obtained their 
petitions : therefoze go we now, and try if we may obtain any 
god of the Emperoz. Now this counſel liked them atl, wherefoze 
they went to the Emperoꝛs Palace, and their they put foꝛth their 
petitions accozding to the Pꝛoclamation. f 
hen the Emperoz hab heard them, he ſaid to them: Dear 
friends, J have heard all your petitions, and it is true that my 
Pzoclamation was, that every man indifferently thould come and 
have their petitions : but the rich and mighty men have been herg 
betoze-you, to whom J have given all that J had, ſave only the 
Royalty of my Lozdchip, and lo have J nothing left to give you. 
emchertto the pooꝛ men ſadly replyed : Moſt gracious Soveraign, 
have compaſſion on us, and lect us not go away empty, toz we 
know well that it is our own default that we came. not rather 
with theſe other rich and mighty men: but ſith it is ſo, we crave 
your grac?, that we may obtain ſomewhat by the which we may 
live. Then (aid th: Emperoz : Good friends, though J have given 
molt of mp Lands, Rents, Tenements and Caſtles, to the rich 
men that came befoze pon: nevertheleſs J have kept ſtill in mine 
own hands the Soveraignty and dominion over them, and that J 
Do give to you, and ſo they thal be your ſervants, and be obedient 
to you all. And when the poo; men heard this, they greatly there- 
at rejoyced, andkneeled down to the @mpecoz, and thanked him, 
ſaying; Lo, though we be comt late, yet we be Loꝛds over all theſe 
other. And with this, they took their leave and went home again, 
But when the rich and mighty men heard that, they were greatly 
moved, and 0:dained a common Parliament among themſelves. 
And thus it was (ſpoken among them: Alace, alace, how may we 


ſerv? them that ſometime were but Peſants, and our lubjcas — 
a 


| Dienen dwelt in Rome a mighty Emperoz, named Fulgen : 
t 
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all manner of things, and now thty be made Lozds over us:? 
Therefoze go we all with one aſſeut to the Emptroz, and pꝛay hi m 
foz redze!s. Mhen this was laid, they ſo:thwith went to the Em⸗ 
peroꝛ, and laid to him: Reveread Lord, what may this mean, 
thole that were our lervants erctvhile, be now our Lozds age 
bel tech your Highnels that it may not be lo. 

Then lan the Emperoꝛ: $Dy good friends, J do you no wong, 
fo; my Pꝛocla mation was common, that whatſoever you asked of 
me, you thouid have your petition, and you asked only of me lands 
and honozs, and all thole J have granted you to pour otvn deſires, 
inſomuch that J kept — toz my lelt᷑, and you were well con- 
tent at your going hence. Notv after that came the ſimple and 
pooꝛ men and asked of me ſome boon accoꝛding to my Pꝛoclama⸗ 
tion, and j hav nothing to give them, but only the ſoveraignty and 
dominion over you, which J kept in my hands: and when the poo: 
men cryed ſo to me, J gave them the authozity over you, vet J 
ſre not that you can blame me therecoze ; toz J gave pou all the 
wealth that [{ hav. Then laid they: O Dear and gracious Lozd, 
we pay you, let us have your help and adviſe in this ſo danger- 
ous a cale. The Emperoꝛ an(wered, and ſaid ; Sirs, if you will 
follow mine advice, J ſhail give you god and p2ofitable counſel. 

Then they laid: due be ready to tulält whatſoever you advile 
us fo; our profit. | 

Then laid th? Emperoz : My loving friends, you Hive recciven 
of me both Lands and Tenements, and allo great plenty of honoꝛs 
and p:eferments, the which by my connſel, you ſhall impart to 
the poo; men, that they may grant unto you the Soveraignty, and 
that dominion which they have. When the mighty men heard this, 
they willingly condeſcended to impart their goods among þ poox 
men, and they as willingly gave them again the authozity over 
them, like as they had of the rich men. And thus were they both 
contented, and the @mperoz was greatly commended of all the 
people, becaule he lo well contented both parties. 


The Moral. 


Dear friends, by this Emperor is underſtood our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, which made a Proclamation by his Prophets, Patriarchs, 
Apoſtles, and Preachers, that every man, both poor and rich, 
ſhould come and ask everlaſting joy, and without doubt the 
ſhall obtain their petitions. But the rich and mighty men as 
for no other thing but worldly honor, and tranſitory riches 3 
yet this world ſhall paſs, and all the covetouſneſs thereof; 
wherefore he gave them ſo much of worldly wealth, that he 
had nothing for himſelf, according to the Scripture : The birds 
of the heaven have neſts, and the Foxes of the earth have caves ; 
but the Son of man hath nothing in the earth where he may put ar; 

hea 5 


— rea eee — 


Nl 


a> foe od ao oe eo coped e 3» 


es i £©> ... 4 -£ 


r 


GESTA ROMANORUM. PT 
head, Matth. 8. 20. The poor men be the meek in heart, of 
whom the Lord ſpeaketh, ſaying : Bleſſed be the poor in ſpirit, 
for theiys ic the Kingdom of Heaven, Mitth. 5. 3. So it ſhal ſeem 
that they have ſoveraignty in Heaven above the mighty men 
of the world: therefore theſe rich men ought to impirt ot 
their temporal riches with the poor men, according to the 
Scripture.: Make you friends with riches of intquity, thas when ye 
ſhalt want, they may receiue you into everlaſting habitat in, Luk. 
16. 9. And according to Fob 4. 9. Give alms of thy ſubſtance, 
If thou haſt but a little, be not a afraid to give a little alms. And 
thus ye may attain unto the Kingdom of Heayen. Unto the 
wich I beſcech Almighty God bring us all. 


THE ARGUMENT, 
The Emperor of glory, Chriſt Feſus, hath two daughters, the one fair 
the other foul : the fair daughter is the World, and the Pleaſures 
| thereof, the foul 4s poverty and trouble: The fair daughter is 
 dleſired of many, the' foul of few ; for he that loveth the world 
regardeth only the vanities thereof, but he that loveth God, will 
ſuffer all perſecution and trouble 2 the obtaining of him. 


| The 27. Hiſtory. 
N Rome ſometime dwelt a noble Emperoz, named Domitian, 
which had two daughters, the one of them was paſling fair, 
ut the other ioul and ill-favozed; wherefoze he proclaimed thzough- 
out all his Empire, that whoſo would take bis fair daughter to 
wife, ſhould have nothing with her, but her b;autiful and comely 
ſonxxe ; but wholo would marry his foal dau „ ſhould 
ve all his Empire after his dectaſt. Not when this pzoclama- 
tion was made, there came many Lozds that vefired ta marry his 
fair daughter. To whom the Emperoz anſwered thus: Dirs, y£ 
wot not what ye deſire : foz if ye marry her, ye (hal have nothing 
| ith her but her beautifull and comely perſonage 1 and further- 
mont, if J give her to ont of pou rather then to another, you will 
grunge: therefore if ye will needs have her, and fozſake my foul 
Daug — you ſhall juſt foz her: and he that winneth her, ſhall 

marry her. | 

en the Nobles and States of the Empire greatly rejoyced, 
and to; the Love of that beautifull Damſel, they would not only 
juſt, but fight alſo: ſo they (et a day of battel, and many wozthp 
men wert ſlain on both lives; nevertheleſs,oue obtained the victozy, 
and eſpouſed that rair Lady. | | | 
The lecond daughter which was foul and ill⸗favoured, ſeeing 
her fifter (o beſtowed with great ſolemnity, wept dayly; therefoze 
the Emperoz her father came to her; and ſaid ; Irar daughter, 
why mourneſt thou thus  Alace, dear father, quoth the, 1 is no 
vonder 
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wonder though J mourn, ſeeing my ſiſter is-married with great 
honoz and gladneſs, and every mau is joyful of her, and no man 
cartth fo: my company; theretoze, dear father, what J ſhall.do, 
T know not. Then ſaid the Emperoz; O my dear daughter, all 
that is mint is thine : and it is not unknotoy to thee, that he that 
married thy ſiſter had nothing with her but her beautiful cops : 
and therekoꝛe J thal pzoclaim in mint oton perſon throghout mine 


empire, that what man will marry thee, J ſhall aſſure him the 


empireafter my decea(e by Letters patent. Then this young Lady, 
though the wag foul and ill-favored, nevertheleſs ſhe rejoyced great- 
ly in the promiſe of her father. Shortly after the Proclamation 
was thus made, there came a proper and young Rnight which 
eſpouſed the Lady, and after the death of the emperor, he leaſed 
upon all the empire, and he was crowned emperor, and ſhe em- 
preſs: and after that, they lived together a loug time in peace 


and reit. 5 
The Moral. 


Dear friends, this Emperor betokeneth our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
which had two daughters, the one fair, and the other foul : 
The fair daughter betokeneth the world, which is full fair and 
dele&ible to many men: The foul betokeneth poverty and 
trouble, whom few men deſire to marry with. Neyertheleſs, 
a Proclamation was made by the holy Scripture, that whoſo 
would have his fair daughter; that is, the world ſhould have 
nothing with her but her fairneſs 3 that is, the worldly yanitics, 
which fade and fall away like as the beauty of man: but whoſo 
will marry the foul daughter; that is, will voluntarily receiye 
poverty and trouble, for Gods love, without doubt he ſhall 
obtain the Empire of Heaven, according to the Scripture, 
ſaying : Te that have forſaken all things for my love to follow me, 
ſhall have everlaſting life, WEBS; Hy | 

Many noble and worthy men have juſted for the fair daughter; 
that is, have ſought and travelled R by land in this 
world For covetouſneſs of worldly riches, and at length there 


be maby ſlain; for there is nothing here but pride of life, 


covetoulſneſs of the eyes, and of the tleſh, wherethrough theſe 
grie vous fins all the world is put to great damage and miſchief: 
So he that married the fair daughter; that it, the world, is 
he that ſetteth all his affections and whole deſire upon the 
wretchedneſs and vanities of this wicked world, and will not 
by any means forſike this yain world, like a wretch. But he 
that marrieth the foul daughter; that is, the good Chriſtian 
man, which for the love of the Kingdom of Heaven, and the 
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everlaſting joys thereof, forſaketh all this world: and not only 
doth thus, but alſo deſpiſeth- himſelf, obeying the true and 
everlaſting God in all things : ſuch a man certainly ſhal obtain 
the joyful and happy Empire of Heaven. Unto the which bring 
us our Lord Jeſus. Amen, | 
E ARGUMEN T. i 
Devotion, Prayer, and thanbsgiving unto God for his gifts,is a ſweet 


ſounding Muſick, delefable in the ears of God : we are hereby © 


watied after our firſt offending, not to return to our vomit with 
the dog, nor after waſhing with the ſow, to mallow in the myre: 
no, rather let us bath our ſelves in the Well of ſorrowful and hearty 
. repentance, in perſeverance in good life, that we may live with 
| Chriſt in everlaſting joy and bleſs. 
Ne, The: af Hiſtory. 
T 2. Rome (ſometime divelt a mighty Emperor, named Andro⸗ 


micha, the which above all things loved Muck. This Em⸗ 


prror had within his Palace a Well, of ſuch vertue, that whoſo- 
ever were drunk, by drinking the water thereof, ſhould inconti⸗ 
nently hecome freih again, and be delivered from all kind of dizi 
neſs.. There was alle dwelling in the Emperors Court a knight, 
named Ydrony, whom the Emperor loved much: but oftentimes; 
he would be drunk, which vice the Emperor hated above all things. 
Aud when this Knight perceived himlelk drunk, then would he 
$0 to the ell and dzink of that Mater, and ſo refreth Himſele, 
9 that whatſoever the Emperoꝛ laid to him, he. would Anſwer 
him ſo rea(onably,p no dzynkenneis might be leen in him: & fox 
is witty Anſwers he was greatly beloved of the Emperoz. Ne- 
verthele(g,his tellows ſought to aw b Emperozs love from him. 
Jt foztuned on a day, that this Emperoz went to the Fozreit; 
where he heard a Nightingale ting right plealantly, Oktentimes 
after he would rile early in the mozning, and ſometime from his 
meat; aud walk into the wood fo hear Her (wert ſong ; wherefoze 
many of his men ſaid among themſelves : Dur Lord delighteth 
ſo much in the Nightingals long, that he reckoneth nothing our 
pzofit, inſomuch that though two things his love is withdzawn 
from us!: that is, by Pdꝛonp the Knight, and by the ſweet ſong 
of the Nightmgale. Then ſaid an old Knight that was amon 
them: Sits, quoth he, if you. will koltow my counſel, J ſhal 
deliver you of the Knight Yozony, and of the Nightingale, with» 


out Hurt oz Death. Then they antivered, and lad: Tthatſoever . 


ou adviſe us to do, e thall Straightway fulfill it with all oar 
| Frank. Fen 107 Knight heard this, within a whilg after he 
, Chanced't 15060 is Rni Dzony unk, wheretozc he lockt d 

faſt the dutell, ſo when this Knight Pdzony came to retreſh-him- 
ſelf, de found the — : 8 
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Now the Emperoz had a great buſine(s to treat of, wherefoze 
in haſte he ſent ioz this Knight, becaule of his great wil dom, to 
have his counlel- And when he came befoe the Emperoz, he was 
lo dꝛunk that he could not move his tongue, neither had wit, vea- 
ſon,noz underftaaving to amwer the Empero: to His matter. But 
when the Emperaz iaw this, he was greatly vexed, fo: as much 
as he hated that vice : wherefoze he commande d anon, that from 
that day fozward he thoulo uo moze be ſeen within his land,upon 
pain ot drath, | 
This hearing his Forts, they rezoyced, and ſaid unto the Old 
Knight : Now we be del vet cd of this Kmght Pdzony :; there 1s 
no moze to do, but that we may find a way tobe delivered alſo of 
the Nightingale, in which the Empecoz delighteth lo much. Then 
{aid che old Knight: Dur ears Wall here, and your eyes ſhall 
ſee this #2ightingale ſyail be benroped Gortly: 
Mot long atter, this Old Knight (pied that the Nightingale 
uled to tit upon a tree even above the tozeſaid Melt, whereas her 
mate came and coupled with her: Nevertheltis in the abſence of 
her mate, lhe twk orten another matt, & coupled with him. Muhen 
tbe had thus done, then would the deſcend to the Tultll to bath her 
lelt, that when her mate came, he ſhould feel no evil la vo op icent 
o. that iht had dont. When the Knight had (een this, on a time 
hz locked the Well, and when the Nightingale would have de» 
\[cended to bath her telt, after the coupling with the other mate, 
the found the ell clolen: aUtheretoze the flew up into the tree 
again, and mourned (oze in her manner, and lett her ſong.Then 
came her mate, any ſaw that the had dont againſt her-nature, ht 
returned again, and in thozt time bzought a great Multitudt of 
F2ightingalss, which flew his mate, and tare her all in pieces, 
And thus was the wile Knight put away, and the Nightingale 
ſlain, and the Emperoꝛ put trom his pltalurt, and vilappointed 
ot the great comkoꝛzt ht was wont to have. | 


The Moral, 


Dear friends, this Emperor betokeneth our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
which loveth greatly the ſong of deyotion : for when we pray, 


we ſpeak unto God; and when we read, God ſpeakethunto us. 


The well that was in the Palace, betokeneth acknowledging 
of our ſins to God: therefore if any be drunk with fin, let him 
drink of the Well of acknowledging of his fins, and without 
doubt he ſhall be ſafe. 

This Tarom betokeneth every man that willfully returneth 

ain to fin, after his acknowledging of ſin, like as the dog 
that maketh a vomit, and caſteth up the meat that he hath 
eaten before, and afterward heg dee is hungry, cometh and 
eateth it again. Nevertheleſt, han that hath thus inne 
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will drink of the VVell of acknowledging his fin, he ſh 
receiye his ghoſtly ſtrength. - 

The Nightingale that {ate on the tree, betokeneth the ſoul 
that fitteth-on the tree of holy Doctrine. And her ſong be- 
tokeneth the ſoul that fitteth on the tree of devout prayers to 
God. But this ſoul doth commit evil, as oft as ſhe conſenteth 
to ſin. Nevertheleſs, if ſhe run to the ell of acknowledgit 
of fin, and bath her with the water of contrition, God all 


$9 
all 


loye her. But her foes that is, the ficnds of hell, ſecing this, 


that God is merciful, hey ſtop the Well of acknowledgement 
of ſin; that is, they would withdraw us from dutiful acknow- 
ledgement, and from due reconciliation of our ſelves between 
us and GOD, and between us and man, without ſhame and 
dread of repentance, not to declare our fins. And thus through 
the temptations of the Devil our adverſary, winy have been 
exiled and put to death everlaſtingly. Aud therefore ſtudy 
we to bathe our ſeuls in this life in the Well of acknowledge» 
ment of fin, with the water of contrition : and then we ſhall 
be ſure in the World to come, to have joy everlaſting. Uata 
the which God bring us all. Amen. 


THE ANUBEND | 
The ſoul of every good Chriſtian man ought to prepare armed vertues, 
for to wichſtand the aſſaults of the Devil, We are here put in 
mind of our deliverance from death by the precious blood-jhed of 
Jeſus Chriſt ; which is a terror to all the Devils in Hell, if we 
continue in faith, and believe in him the bul wark of our ſal vation. 
The 29. Hittory, | 
Dmetime there dwelt in Rome a mighty Emperor, named 
Hermcs, which had a mighty tirong City execeding/ ffrongty 
walled about, - and à belt hanging in the midi of the ſam City 4 
and whenioever the Tmperoz Went te any battel without the City} 
this bell was ever rung; but there did no man ring thy bell, but 
a Uirgin. Tithin ſhoꝛt time after, it befel that dagons, lerpents, 
and alto many other venomons beatis, impoiſsned much people, 
ſo that the City was al mot deftroyed : efors the States ot 
the City went with ont aſſent to the Emperor, ann ſaid ; Lord, 
what tal we do: Lo, our people, our goons, and gur City is al- 
moft deſtroped, and you and doe be in peril to perith through thele 
cruel beaſts that conlumt us; therefore take we good connlel, or 
eilt we are undone. Then dad the Emperor: Tuthat think pou is. 
beſt to be dont in this matter ? Aud how-way'% 
Then anſwered one of the een 
counſel, and do thereafty 
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in your Palace a Lyon, ſet up a piecz v: ver for the purpoſe, 
and thereunto let the Lyon be nailed and made fait, and when 
other venomous bꝛaſts ſee him thus uſed, they will be atraid; and 
forlake pur City, and we ſhall be in ſakete. Then ſaid the Em⸗ 
eror ; Jt pleaſeth me well that he be lo uled, therzby to {avs you. 
Then they took the Lyon, and uſed him in like m inntr as akor e 
ſaid, which twhen the other beaſts (aw. they fled away for tear, and 
never more atterwards durſt they come thither. | 
| The Moral, JETS 5 
Dear friends, this Emperor betokeneth the Father of Heaven: 
The City well walled, with ua bell in the midſt, betokeneth 
the ſoul walled about with. Vertues. The bell betokeneth a 
clean conſcience, that warneth a man to battel when he ſhould 


fight againſt the Devil, that he might arm himſelf before with | 
Vertues. , The Virgin that ſhould alwayes ring this bell, is 


Reaſon, which as a Virgin inclineth unto all rightful cleanneſs. 
The venomous dragon that beateth tlie fire, b<tokeneth the 
fleſh of man, which beareth the fire of covetouſneſs, which 
burnt Adam our fore-father, when he cat of the forbidden 
apple. The venomous beaſt that poiſoned the men, betoken- 
eth the fiend of Hell, which for the moſt part have deftroyed 
all mankind. 1.x / 1 
The States of the City, betokeneth the Patriarchs and Pro- 
phets, which beſought God of counſel and remedy, that man- 
ind might be ſaved : and anon it was counſelled for tho beſt 
remedy, that a Lyon; that is, Chriſt, ſhould be nailed upon 
the Croſs, according to the Scripture, ſaying thus; I was 
requiſite that ane man ſhould die for the people, lejt all fleſh ſſnuld 
periſh, Then took they Chriſt, and hung him on the Croſs: 
for the which the Devil dreadeth Chriſtian people, and dares 
not come nigh them. And thus, hy the grace of Gody:Chfiſtian 
men ſhal come to cverlaſting bleſs,” Unto the whith bring us 
the Lamb of God, which ſhed his precious blood for us. Amen. 
THE ARGUMENT. „ ... 
Here 1s ſigniſied the thraldom ef man unto Satan by fin, till Chriſt 
the Son of God-deſeended with the power of the holy GhoF, to ſet 
— at liberty; and put him in paſſelſin of the Palace of everlaſting 
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elcape and come to the Emperoꝛs Palace, he ſhould be there ſafe 
from all manner of accutations againft him in his life time. It 

Snot long after, but it befelt that a Knight was acculed. where; 
oe he was taken and put in a ſtrong aud vark puton, . where he 


lay long time, and had no light but a little window, whereat 


ſcant light hone in, that lighted him to gat ſuch timple mzat ag 
nas brought him by his keeper : wherefoze He mourned greatly, 
and made ſozrow that he was thus faft ſhut up from the light o 
men. #2evertheleſs, when the keeper was gone, there came dayly 
Nightingale in at the window, gud (ung tul{ ſweetly, by whoſe 


ſong this woful Knight was oftentimes ted with joy: and when 
this bird lelt off unging, then would the flit into the knights bo. 


ſome, and their this knight fed her many a dap of the viduals 
that God (ent him, It becell after upon a day,Þ the knight wa! 
greatly deſolate of comfozt ; nevertheleis, the bird that ſat in 
bolome fed upon kernels s nuts, and thus ht (aid to the bird: 
Sbweet bird, J have ſuſtained thee many a day, what wilt thou 
give me now in my defoiation to comtoꝛt me? Kemember thy (elf 
well, how that thou art the creature of God, and lo am J allo, and 
therefo:e help me now in this my great need. | 

When the bird heard this, the flew from his bolome, and tarrievy 
from him thzee days, but the third day the came again, aud bꝛought 
in her mouth a precious ſtone, and laid it in the knights boſome. 
Aud when the had ſo done, the took her flight, and flew from him 
again. The knight marvelled at the ſtone, and at the bird, and 
fo:thwith he took the ſtone in his hand, and touched his gins and 
fetters therewith, and pꝛelently they fell off. And then he aroſe 
and touched the dooꝛs ot the pꝛilon, and they opened, and ſo he 
eſcaped, and ran faſt to the Emperoꝛs Palace. Then the keeper 
of the pziſon perceived this, he blew his hozn thrice, and raiſed u 
all the folk ot the City, aud len them fozth, crying with an high 
voyce ; Lo, the thief is gone, follow we him ail. And with that 
he ran befoze all his ielows towards the knight: and whon he 
came nigh him, the knight bent his bow, and thot an arrow, where⸗ 
with he (mote the keeper in the lungs, and flew him, and then 
ran to the Palace, where he found luccour againſt the Law. 


| The Moral, 

Dear friends, this Emperor betokenethour Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who ordained a Law, that what innocent; that is, what per- 
ſon impriſoned wrongfully, and might eſcape and come to the 
Palace 1n his heavenly habitation through repentance and true 
amendment of life, ſhould find perpetual ſuccour and help. This 
Knight betokeneth eycry one that is innocent, and accuſed by 
envy or malice injuſtly, taking grief for his preſent eſtate. The 
Keeper of this priſon betokeneth the Devil, that keepeth ſuch 
a man hard bound by ſin, and ſcrveth him with riches and 

delights 
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delights of this tranſitory VVorld, that he ſhould not eſcape 
from danger. The bird that ſingeth ſo ſweetly, betokeneth 


the voyce of heaven, that ſaith to the opprefſed : Turn azain, 


mw turn ag in, thou priſoner : that is, turn ag tin,thou oppreſſed, 
and I will receive thee to grice. For when mankind was in 
thraldom to ſitan inthe priſon of Hell, then came there a bird; 
that is, the God-head, bearing with him a ſtone, that betokens 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, accordiagto the holy Scripture, ſaying : 
{ am a ſtone. The ſoul of Chriſt deſcended with the God-bead, 
and brought with him all mankind out of the priſon of Hell: 
therefore if any of us be in the priſon of ach oppreſſion, 
touch we our 95 with the ſtone; tnat is, with the vertue of 
our Lord J-ſus Chriſt, by acknowledging our ſin in faithfull 
prayer, and by true contrition; and then without doubt, the 
chains of our oppreſſion, with the ſtone ſhall be broken, and 
fall from us, and the door of heavenly grace ſhall be opened, 
and we ſhall obtain help and ſuccour in the Palace of the hea- 
yenly habitation. And if the Keeper of the priſon ; that is, 
the Devil, which is the blower of the horn of pride, lechery 
or coyetouſaeſs, ſtir in us any fins, then turn we towards him 
manfully, and ſhoot at him the arrow of conſtant faith i Jer 
Chriſt, by true and unfeigned repentance, and without doubt 
he ſhall tice from us: and then by the grace of Almighty God, 
we may obtain the Palace of heavenly bleſs, where we ſhall 
behold the King of all glory. Uato the which bring us our 
Lord Jcſus Chriſt. Amen. | 
* 


THE ARGUMENT. 


A poor man exalted to diznity, is here ad moniſhed not to be unt haul- 
ful, and ta render evil for good: but even to the mot ſimple.ones 
to be grateful for any benefit, elſe ſurely God that gives thee this 
promotion, will make the brutiſh creatures of the earth thine 
enemies, and depoſe thee from thy dignity; and he that hath helped 
thee, be me never ſo baſe, may in the end have better favor with 
God and man then thy jelf : wherefore be warned of ingratitude 
by this example, and bnow thy ſelf, thy God, and thy friend. 


The 31. Hiſtory. 
* — there delt in Rome a mighty Empero:, named 
Ebolides, it foꝛtuned on a day that this Empero walked in⸗ 
to a great Foꝛreſt to take his plealurt, Tathere he met Suddenly 
with a pi man: and ſo ſoon as this Emperoz ſaw him, he was 


_ greatly moved with Mercer, and laid: Gd Friend, whence art 


thou: 
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 GESTAROMANORUM, - 63 
thou ? My ſoveraign Lon, quoth he, Jam your ſudject born 
in pour laud, and am nod in great poverty. Then laid the Em⸗ 
erox: Jf I knew that thou wert trus in every thing, J woutn 
nomote ther to grtat riches ; thertcoze tell me the nams. p 

92D, quoth be, J am called Lentulus, and ; pomile you to do 
you trut (frvice : and ik J do otherwiſe; J (ſubmit my ſelt unto 
all manner of puniſhment that you can put me to. When the Em ; 
peroz heard that he promoted him Jncontinently to great riches, 
and thoztly after he made him a Knight, and Steward of his 
land. And when he was thus exalted to honoz, he waxed very 
pꝛoud, inſomuch that he delpiltb both higſuprrvio:s and inffriozs; 
Not long after, this Steward rode by a Fre, where he mit 
with the Fozrelter, and charged him that he hou:d make an hun⸗ 
DzeD pits in the ground, and coper them with green grais and 
ſmal vbonghs, that if wefa-beatisfo:tuneo to go to the Foꝛrett that 
way, they Tg fall in, and ſo being taken be bzought to the 
Emperoz. The Fozreſier anſwered, and laid: Sie as you have 
ſaid, it thall be done. Mot long after, it foxtuned that this ſieip» 
ard rode to the Fozreſt again, toſee-if thels pits were made: and 


| as he rode, hs bethought himſelf how wealthy a man, and how 


mighty in power he was made, and how moſt men in the empire 
obeyed him, and were at his command. As he rove thus think 
he laid to Himſelf: There is no man greater then J: and wi 
that he (mote his hozſe with the ſpurs, - and (uvdenly he fell into 
one ot the deep Pits that he himſelf had Dzvained betoze fox the 
wild beaſts, and foz the great deepneſs thertok, he could not riſe 
again by any manncr of means, wherefoze he languiſhed in great 
perplepit and firaightway after him came a tierce Lyon, and 
ell into the ſame pit, and after the Lyon an Ape, and atter the 
Apt a. Serpent. When the Steward was thus boſet with theſe 
bealfs, he wag exceedingly afraid. 

Then was at this-time dwelling in the City a poꝛ man, na- 
men Guy, that had no riches, ſave only an Alte, whereon dayly 
h? carried flicks and wood that fell from frees, and ſuch as he could 

et in the Foreſt, and thoſe he b to the Market and told 
them: and in this wils (uffained himtelf and his wite as long as 
Jo might. Jt kfoztuned that this p Guy went to the Fozrelt ag 
was wont, and as he came by the deep pit, He heard a man cry 
ann ſay: O dtar friend, what art then: toz Gods lake help me, 
and J call Recompence thee lo well that thou ſhalt ever after be 
the better. TUhen this poi Ouy heard 0's was the voyce of 
a man, he Marvelied grratly, and ſtod ſtill on the pits bzink, 
and ſaid: Lo, godfrieny, Jam come, why haſt thou called me: 
Th en fai.\ the Knight: Dear friend, J am Steward of all the 
Emperoꝛs Land, and thus by foztune J am fallen into the Pit, 
and here de with me thier beaſts ; that is, a Lpon, an Ape, aud 
an horrible Serpent, which J fear moſt of all, and J wot not of 
which of them J ſhall bs devoured: thereſoze, J pray 9 
| a long 
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a long rope therewith thou mayeſt dꝛaw me ont of this peep pit, 
and J will make ich koꝛ ever hereafter :.; fo if J habe not 
bee a hall be devoilt en of theſe cruel beaſ se. 
en (aid this por Guy ; J may full ill at this tim? int end 

to help thee : Foz J have nothing to live on, but that J gather 
Wood, aud carry it to the Market to fell, wherewith Jam ſu⸗ 
ſtamed.; nevertheleſs, J will leave my purpoled laboz, and ful- 
fill thy wil: and if thou reward me not, it will be great hin- 
derance to me, and to my ps wife. Then the Steward made a 
great oath, and (aid ; J will promote thee and all thine to great 
tvealth. Then ſaid Guy: Ik you will-pertozm your pꝛomile, J 
ſhall do what you command me. And with-that he went again to 
the City, and bought there a long rope,, and — the pit a: 
$31, and laid: Sir Steward, lo, here Jlexdown a rope to the, 
bind thy ielf about the middle therewith, that J may pull thee up; 
Then was the Steward glad, and ſaid ; Good friend, let down 
the rope: and with that he calt the end of the rope down into the 
pit. And when the Lyon laß it, he caught the rope, and held fait, 
and Guy dzew up the Lyon, weening in vane he had Þzawn un 
the Steward: and when he had ſo done, the-Lyvn thanked him 
in his manner, and ran to the Wood. The lerond time that Guy 
let down the rope, the Ape leapt to it, and caught it faſt ; and 
when he was dꝛa wn up, he thanked Guy in his manner, and ran 
fo the cd ioon. The third time he let down the rope, he dzew up 
the Serpent, which thanked him, and went to the Mood. Then 
the Steward cryed with a high voyde: O dear friend, now Jam 
delivered of theie thi@ ravenous beaſts, let down the rope to me. 
at I may come up. Then this pooz Guy let down the rope, and 
the Steward bound himſelf faſt about the middle, and Gu dzew 
im up, And 1 he was thus holy out of the pit, he laid to 
up, as followeth: 4 
Come to me to moꝛrobo to the Palace, and then J will reward 
thee. Then pooz Guy rejoyced thereat, and went home without 
any reward. Then his wife demanded of him: Thy he gathered 
no Mood whereby they might live that dax: Then told he her 
oc the event as it beiell, how the Steward fell-into the pit (and 
alſo the Lyon, the Ape, aud the Serpent) that he hav made in 
the (aid — and how he had hol pen him out with a rope, and 
laued him from being Devoured of the three AGenomous beaſts. ; 
and that he ſhould go to the Steward, aud ketch his reward on 
the morroty. hen his wife heard this, ſhe re18yced greatly,ann 
ſaid: If it ſhall be ſo, pray you riſe to morroſo at a due hour, and 
$o to the Palace and receive your reward, that we may be com- 
orted thereby. So in the morning Guy arole, and went to the 


Palace, and Knocked at the gate : Then came the Porter, ann 
asked the cauſe of his knocking: J — these, guoth this Gup, g 


to the Steward, and ſay to 0 : That there abiveth a por man 


at t he gate that ſpake with him Peſterday in thy Forreſt. The 
A : Porter 
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Porter went and told the Steward as the poor man had ſaiv, 
Then ſaid the Steward: Go you again and tell him, Chat he 
lyeth, for yeſterday (pake J with no man in the Forreſt: And 
charge him that he go away, and trouble me no more. The }3or- 
ter went and told poor Guy what the Steward had (aid, and 
charged him to go away. Then was this poor Guy tor roſwful, and 
went home: and when he was come home, he told his ivite how 
the Steward anlwered him. His wite comtorced him in all that 
the might, and ſaid ; Go you again, and prove him thrice; | 

Then on the mozrotv this Ouy arole, and went to the Halace 
again, pzaying the Porter to do His errand once again to the 
Steward. The Pozter an{wered, and ſaid : Gladly would J do 
the errand, but J fear me lot it will be to thy hurt. Then went 
he in, and told the Steward, That this pooz man was again re- 
turned. duhen the Steward heard that, he went out, and all to 
bcat pooz Guy, and left him in p:ril of death. 

hen his wife heard this the came with her als, and led him 
home as the might, aud all chat the had the lpent on Chirurgions 
aud JIbyſiciaus to help him. And when he was perfectly whole, 
he went to the Fozreit as he was wont, koz to gather fticks and 
{mall wood foz his living. And as he went in the Forrett, he lam 
a Lyon diving betoze him ten aſſes, that were laden with rich 
jewels and merchandiſe, This Lyon drove toꝛth the aſſes before 
Guy, which feared him ſoze, leſt He thould have devoured him; 
neverth;le(s, when he beheld the Lyon better, He knew well that 
it was the ſame Lyon that he v2ttw out of the pit. This Lyon left 
not Guy till all the Aſſes with the merchandile were enterevints 
his yard, and then the Lyon did him obeplance, and ran to the 
wood. Then Ouy learched the farbels, and found great riches 
therein: wherekoze he made proclamation in divers Churches, if 
any man had left (uch Goops, he thould have them again; but 
th:re was nonz that challenged them. And when Guy fat this, 


| he (old che goods, and bought therewith Houle and laud, and lv 


was made rich: neverthelels he went to the Forreſt as he did be- 
fore, And as he was in the zforreti gathering Mood, he eſpted 
the Ape on the top of a tre, breaking boughs butity with her teeth 
and claws, and throwing them daun, 16 that in ſhort time Guy 
had loadey his dis. And when the Ape had lo done, ſhe went her 
way, and Gup went home. au Guy on the morroiv went to the 
Forreff again, and as he tat binding his tagots, He (alv the ler⸗ 
pw that he dretv out of the pit, come toward him, bearing in 
her mouth a precious llont of three corous, Which the let fall at 
Guys feet : ano when the han thus dont, the kilfed his foot, and 
went her way. Then Guy rok ip the ftone, and marvelled great- 
ly of what vertue it might be: wheretore He rol? up and went to 
a Jeweller, namio Perer, ana taid: Dear brother, J prap thee, 
tell mie the vertne cf this precious one, and J wall rewary thee 
for thy labor. then this Jeweller had well behelg aud nder⸗ 
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ſtood the nature of the ftone, he ſaid : Good friend, if thou liſt to 
{til the fone, J thall give thee an hundzed marks fox it. Then 
ſaid Gup, J will not ſell the ſtone, till thou tell me truely the 
vertues thereof, They ſaid the Jeweller: Without doubt, this 
ſtone hath three vertues : the firſt vertue is, that whoſoever bear - 
eth this ſtone about with him, ſhall have joy without ſozrow : the 
lecond vertue is, that he thall Have plenty without waut ; The 
third vertue is, he thall have light without darkneſs : and it hath 
alſo anotber vertue, that no man may ſell it, but fox as much as 
it is wozth, and if he do the contrary, the ſtone returneth again 
to the firſt owner. When Gup heard this, he wag right joptull, 
— laid to himſelf: In a good hour J dzew theſe beaſts out of 
the pit. 

Not long after, it befell that this Guy by the vertue of the ſtonc 
was made paſſing rich, and bought great poſſeſſions and livings, 
wherefoze within a while He was made Knight. 

Jt was not long after, but the Emperoz had knowledge how 
Sir Guy hav a ſtone of ſuch virtue: eWherefoze he tent toz Sir 
Guy, commauding him to come to him in all haſte, and io he did. 
And when Sir Guy was come to the Emperoz, the Emperoz ſaid 
to him: My friend, J have heard (ay, that ſometime thou boert 


in great poverty, and not thou art made rich by the vertue of a 


little (fone ; therefoze, J pray thee, that thou (ell me that flone. 
Sir Guy aulwered, and ſaid : That may J not do: foz ſo long 
as J have that ſtone, J am ſure of thzeethings;that is,of joy with- 
out ſoꝛrow, plenty without want, and light without darknels. 

hen the @mperoz heard this, he had a greater defire to buy. 
the itone then he had befoze, and ſaid to him: Sir Guy, of two 
things thou muſt choſe one: that is, whether thou wilt fozſake 
this Empire, and all thy kindzed, oz elſe ſell me the ſtone. Then 
[aiD Sir Guy : My Lozd, if it muſt needs be thus, be it at your 
will. Nevertheleſs, J ſhall tell you the property of this Stone, 
it you pay not foꝛ it as it is woꝛth, without doubt, it will come 
to me again. Then the Emperoz ſaid : Surely J will give ſuf- 
ficiznt : foꝛ thou ſhalt receive of me therefore a thouſand pound, 
and ſo it was dont. Sir Guy received the money,and went home. 

Du the mozrow earlyhe opened the coffer, and found the ſtone, 
aud then he told to the Lady his Wife, how he had found in his 
colfer the ſtone which he had (old to the Emperoz. Then laid his 
wife: Good Sir, haſte you unto the Eniptroz again, and gave 
him the ſtone, leſt he be dilplealed, and though malice repute 
(ome dectit in us. | 

Then went Sir Guy again to the Emperoz, and ſaid to him: 
My Lozd, yeſterday J ſold you a ſtone, which if it pleaſe you J 
would fain (ee. The Emperoz went fo: his ſtone to the treaſury, 
but found it not: wherefoze he wag right ſozrotwful, and came 
again, and told Sir Gup, how it was loſt. Then ſaid Sir Guy: 
y L02d, grieve you not, fo; J told you peſt er dap, that J might 
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not ſell it, except J had the value thereof, and yeſterday J re- 
ceived a thouſand pound of pou thercioze, and this day J found 
it in my coffer again: and therefoze if J had not bzought the ſtone 
again, peradventure yon would have ſhewed me your heavy coun⸗ 
tenance: And with that he ſhewed fozth the ſtone; whereat the 
Emperoz Marvelled greatly, and ſatd: Sir Guy, by the Faith 
that thou owelt.to me, tell me how thou cameſt by this ffone. Then 
ſaid Sir Guy: By the Faith that J ow to ron, J ſhall tell you 
the very truth as touching the ſtone. Your Steward that is ſo 
p2zomoted up of nought, cauled many deep pits to be made in your 
Fozrefft, and it koztuned that he not long after fell into one of 
them himſelf, and thzongh the deepneſs thereof could not riſe a- 
gain, Jt chanced allo the (ame day, that a Lyon, an Ape, and a 
Serpent, tell into the pit with him, at which time J was a very 
pw2 man, and tok great pains to; myliving.: and as J walken 
into the Fozreſt with mint Als to gather Mod, he crytd to me 
£oz to help him out of the pit, and (ave him from death, fo: there 
were in the pit with him-thzee venemong beaſts : that is, a Lyon, 
an Ape, and a foul Serpent, and then he Pzomiſed me by his 
word, topzomote me, and all my kindzed, to great riches : which 
when J heard, J was right glad, and let down a cope unto him; 
ſuppoſing. to have — hin up, and haled a Lyon, and after that 
an Ape, and after a Serpent, and at the laſt your Steward. The 
Lyon gave me ten Aſſes lanen with Merchandiſe, the Ape gavs 
me as much Mood as mine Als might bear, and the Serpent 
gave me this ſtone that J have ſold you : but your Steward beat 
me, and wounded me lo ſoze foꝛ my good-will, that J was bozn 
home upon mine Als. duhen the Empero) heard this, his heart 
was moved grratip againſt the Steward, wherefozc he examiney 
him of that falſe deed : but he was dumb, and would not ſpeak, 
fo ſo much that he could not deny his ingratitude. 

Then ſaid the @mperoz ; D thou wretched creature, unreaſon- 
able beaſts, as the Lyon, the Ape, and the Serpent, retbardea 
him for his good deed, and thou that art a realonable man haſt 
almoſt beaten him to death, that ſavedthee, and took ther out of 
the pit; therefore for thy falſhood and wickedneſs, Þ Judge thee 
to be hanged this day on the gallows, and all thy goods and lands 
J grant to Sir Guy : and alſo J ordain that Sir Guy ſhall oc- 
cupy thy place, and be my Steward: and lo it was dont. 

When Sir Guy was thus rewarded by the Emperor,and made 
Steward, he was well beloved of every man as long as he lived, 
and at the [aſt enved his life with honor and peace. 


The Moral. 


This Emperor betokeneth the Father of Heaven: the poor 
man betokeneth every man that cometh into this world, and 
at liſt is promoted to great riches and worldly honor, as the 

[ 2 Pſalmiſt 
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Pſalmiſt ſaith: God lif:eth the poor man out of the myre, But many 
ſuch men ncither know God nor themſelves, but cauſe deep 
pits to be made; that is, unkindneſs and malice, they ordain 
againſt ſimple inen, into the which pits 5 Devil oft cauſeth them 
to fall, according to the Text in Eccleſralticus : Who maketh a 
pit for another man, himſelf falleth therein, VVhich Text was 
well proved by Haman, who cauſed the gillows be ſet up for 
Mardcheas, but was hanged thereon himſelf, This Guy that 
went dayly to the Forreſt withhis Aſs to gather wood, betokens 
every juſt and godly man fearing God in the Forreſt of this 


world: his wood that he gathereth, betokene'h his faith and 


good works, which he carrieth upon his Aſs, humane endeaver, 
whereby his ſoul may have joy, and live in the tabernable of 
Heaven. And as the Steward, the Lyon, the Ape, and the 
Serpent tell into the pit; right ſo a ſinful man falleth into the 
pit of fin : But the Lyon of the Tribe of Judah; that is, Jeſus 
Chriſt, deſcended with him, as oftentimes as the finner hath 
will to come to grace: therefore ſaith the Pſalmiſt ; I am with 
him in tribulation, This Guy draweth up the Lyon; that is, 
mans ſoul out of the pit, by the cord of vertues; he drew up 
the Ape alſo ; that is, contrary will to reaſon, that he may 
obey to reaſon : for of all manner of beaſts, the Ape is molt like 
to man; right as among all the ſtrengths of the foul, diſcretion 
ought to be linked with reaſon and to obey reaſon. He drew 
up allo a Serpent, by which is ta be underſtood repentance, 
for two cauſes: for as the Serpent beareth in his mouth venome, 
and. in his tail medicine; right ſo repentance bearcth at the 
beginning bitterneſs to the doer, yet it is ſweet and medicinable 
unto che ſoul at the end, and therefore every juſt man ſhould 
draw to him the Scrpent of, Repentance. Then at the laſt he 
drew up the Steward from the pit of ſin, according unto Chriſts 
ſaying : I am come not only./# call the ri-hteous, but ſinners ro 
repentance. Alſo it is written, that Seneca the Philoſopher 
taught an Emperor mary Laws and vertues of truth, and at 
laſt, as this Steward did, he ſought the death of Seneca. Alſo 
Chriſt gave power to Judas to work miracles, as he did to the 
other Diſciples, yet he betrayed him at laſt 3 Right ſo, now 
a- days many children of Belial delight more to do harm then 
good, ſpecially to them that would inſtruct them perfectly 

both for the ſoul and body. 
The Lyon gave to the juſt and godly poor man ten Aﬀes 
laden 
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laden with merchandiſe ; that is, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt gives 
unto eyery righteous man Ten Commandments charged with 
yertues by which he groweth to. the riches of Heaven, The 
Ape alſo gathered him wood, as oft as the juſt man worketh 
the fruits of faith for wood necefiarily is profitable for two 
uſes ; that is, to make fire, and build houſes, Eyen fo charity 
rejoyceth God and Angels in heaven, according to the Scripture; 
More joy is among Angels for one ſinner that repenteth, c. 
Charity alſo raiſcth the houſe of heaven againſt the coming of 
the foul, The Serpent alſo gave him a ſtone of three divers 
colours, which betokeneth our Lord Jeſus Clriſt, whom we 
ſeck by repentance. Therefore ſaith S. Ferom in his ſecond 
Table thus: We ſhould repent us after our ſhipprach., That Chriſt” 
is the ſtone, may be proved by himſelf, ſaying : T am a living 
flone. Chriſt hath three colors, which betokeneth the power” 
of the Father, the wiſdom of the Son, and the humility ef the 
holy Ghoſt : Therefore whoſo may get this precious ſtone, ſhal, 
havethe Empire of Heaven, joy without ſorrow, plenty without 
want, and light without darkneſs, Unto which light bring us 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. | 


THE ARGUMENT, 


By the Nativity of Chriſt proceedeth joyful cladnef8 to the warld, 
and ſalvation unto mankind ;, yet is man unthank full unto God, 
contrary to bis promiſg made in Baptiſm. We are warned in all 
worldly tempeſts continually to cleave to Chriſt by Faith and Hope, 
to continue in well. doing, and to withſtand the malice of the Devil. 

« The Preachers of Gods Word are ſent of God to confound the Devil 
TO, und doFring and 200d life. Life and death is ſet before men : 
"we o0u2ht then to chiſe that life that may be for our everlaſting 
comfort. 
The 32. Hiſtory. | 
Dmetime there divelt in Rome a mighty Emptroz, named 
Anſelm, who hav married the Kings daughter of Jeruſalem 

a fair Lady and a gracious in the ſight of every man; but the was 

long time with the Empero: ere the bare Him any child: where- 

foꝛe the Mobles of th? Empire were very ſozrotwful, becauſe their 

Lord had no heir of his own body begotten. Till at laſt, it befell 

that this Anſelm walked atter ſupper, in an evening, into His 

garden, and bethought himlelk that he had no heir, and how 15 

King of Amplup warred on him continually, foz ſo much as he 

had no ſon to make defence in his ablence ; thereſoze He tvag loꝛ⸗ 

rowful, and went to his chamber and flept. Then he thought yo 
au 
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ſaw a viſion in his fleep, that the moꝛning was moze clear then 
it was wont to be, and that the Moon was much palkr on the ont 
ſide then on the other. And acter he ſaw a bird of two colozs 

and by that bird ſtood two beaſts, which fed that little bird wit 

their heat. And akter that came many mo beaſts, and bowing 
their bꝛeaſts towards the bird, went their way: Then came thzee 
Divers birds that ſung lo [weetly and pleaſantly, that the Empe- 


x92 awaken. 


In the mozning early this Anſelm remembꝛed his viſion, and 
wondered much what it might ſignify : twhzrefoze he called unto 
him his Philoſophers, and allo the States of the Empire, and 
told them his dꝛeam charging them to tell him the ſigniftcation 
thereof, upon pain of death: and if they told him the true inter- 
pꝛetation thereof, he pzomiled them great reward. Then laid 
they: Dear Lozd, tell us your dream, and we thalk declare unto 
ken what it b:tokens. Then the Emperoꝛ told them from the 

eginning to the ending, as it is afoꝛeſaid. When the Philolo⸗ 
phers heard this, with glad chear they anſinerco, and ſaid: Sir, 
the viſion that ye ſaw betokeneth good, fox the Empire ſhall be 
el earer then it is. x 

The Moon that is moꝛe pale on the one fide then on the other, 
betokeneth the Empꝛels, that hath loſt part of her colour, though 
the conception of a ſon that the hath conceived, The little bird 
betokeneth the ſon that the ſhall bear. The two beafts that fea 
this bird, betokens the wiſe and rich men of the Empire, which 
al obey the (on. Theſe other beafts that bowed their bꝛeaſts to 
the bird, betokens many other Nations that ſhal do him homage. 
Thcle birds that ſang lo ſweetly to this litle bird, betokeneth the 
Romans, who ſhall rejoyce and ling becauſe of his birth. This is 
the very interp2etation of your dream. | 

hen the Emperoz heard this, he was right joyfull. Soon 
after that, the Empꝛels travelled in child birth, and was delivered 
of a fair (on ; at whole birth there was great aud-wonderfull joy 
made. When the king of Ampluy heard this, he thought in him- 
ſelf thus: Lo, J have warred againſt the Emperoz all the days 
of my life, and now hc hath a ſon, who when he cometh to full 
age, will revenge the wzong which J have done againſt his father: 
therefoze it is better that Iſend to the Emperoz, and beleech him 
vf-Truce and Prace, that the ſon may have nothing againſt me 
when he cometh to man-hood. Muhen he had thus ſaid to himſelf, 
he wzote to the Emperoꝛ, beſeeching him to have peace. When 
ths Emperoꝛ lat that the King of Ampluy wzote to him moze foꝛ 
fear then to; love, he wrote again to him, that if he would find 
good and ſufficient ſureties to keep the peace, ann bind himſelf 
all the days of his life to do him ſervice and homage, and to give 
him yearly a certain tribute, he would receive him to peace. 

When the king had read the tenoz of the Emptrois letter, he. 
called his Counſel, pzaying them to give him counlel, hon ye 
mig 
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might beſt do as touching this matter. Then laid they: Jt is 
good that ye obey the Emperoꝛs will and commandement in all 
things. Fox firſt, in that he defircd ot you ſurety foz the peace, 
to this wt anſwer thus: Pe have but one daughter, and the Em- 
pero one ſon ; wherefoze let a marriage be made between them, 
and that may be A perpetual Covenant of Peace. Allo he agked 
homage and tribute, which is good to fulfill. Then the king ſent 
his meſſengers to the Tmperoz, ſaying, That he would tulfill 
his delire in all things, if it might pleaſe His Highneſs, that his 
ſon and the kings daughter might be married together. All this 
well pleaſed the emperoꝛ; yet helent again, ſaying: It his daugh- 
ter wert a clean Uirgin from her birth unto that day, he would 
conſent to that marriage. Then was the king right glad, fox 
his daughter was a clean Uirgin. Therefoze when the Letters 
of covenant and compact were ſealed, the king furnithed a fair thip, 
wherein he might lend his daughter with many noble Knights, 
Ladies, and great richts, unto the Emperoz, toz to have his ſon 
in marriage. And when they were ſailing in the ſea towards 
Nome, a ſtozm aroſe ſo extreamly and lo hozribly, that the thip 
b:ake upon a rock, and they were all dzowned, ſave only the young 
Lady, Which fixt her youe and Heart (o greatly on God, that the 
was ſaved :; and abont thee of the clock the tempeſt ceaſed, and 
the Lady have foꝛth over the waves in that bzoken thip, which was 
caſt up again: but a huge Whale followed after, ready to devour 
both the chip and her. Uherefae this young Lady whea night 
came, (mote fire with a ſtone, wherewith the thip was greatly 
lightened, and then the Mhale durſt not adventure toward the 
thip foz fear of the light. At the Cock crowing, this young Lady 
was ſo weary of the great — 7 and trouble of the (ea, that the 
flept, and within a little while after the fire ſurceaſed, and the 
Whale came and devoured the Uirgin. And then ſhe awaked, 
and found her ſelf ſwallowed up in the Whales belly, ſhe (mote 
fire, and with a knife wounded the Mhale in many places: and 
when the Uthale felt Himſelf wounded, accozdving to his nature, 
he began to ſwim to land. There was dwelling at that time in 
the Countrey near by, a noble Earl, named Pirris, who fox his 
recreation walking on the ſea thoze, law the Tthale coming to- 
wards the land; wherefoze he turned home again, and gathered 
a great many of men and women; and came thither again, and 
fought with the TTthale, and wounded him very ſoze ; and ag they 
\mote, the maiden that was in his belly cryed with an High vopce, 
and ſaid ; O gentle friends, have mercy and compaſsion on me, 
fo: J am a kings daughter, and a true Utrgin from the hour of 
my birth to this day. Then the Earl heard this, he wondered 
greatly, and opening the ſide of the Whale, fonnd the young Lady, 
and took her out. And when ſhe was thus delivered, the told him 
koꝛthwith whole daughter ſhe was, and how the had lofi all her 
goods in the (ea, and how ſhe ſhould have been oo unto the 

mperozs 
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Emperoꝛs ſon. And when the Earl heard this, he was very glad, 
and comfozted her the moze, and kept her with him till ſhe was 
Tefrethed. And in the mean time he ſent Meſſengers to the Em⸗ 
p£r92, letting him to know how the kings daughter was ſaved, 

Then was the Ewpcror right glad other lattty and coming, 
and hau great compaſsion on her, laying : Ah, good $Paiden,. 
for the love of my lon thon haſt ſuffered much wo: nevertheleſs 
if thon be worthy to be his wife, ton thall J prove. And when he 
had thus ſaid, h2 cauſed three veſſels to be brought forth; The 
firſt was made of pure gold, well belet with precious ſtonts with⸗ 
out, and within full of dead mens bones, and thertupon was in- 
graven this Pole: TWhoſo choſtth me, ſhall find that he ler veth. 
The lecond veiſel was made of fine filver, filled with earth and 
worms, and the ſuperſcription was tbus: Tholo chaieth me, 
Mall lind that his nature veiireth. The third veſſel was made of 
Leap, full within of precious ſtones; and therenpon was inſculpt 
this Joſie ; Miholo choſeth me, wall lind that God hath dilpol⸗ 
d for him. CThele three vellels the Emperor ſhewed the Maiden, 
and ſaid ; Lo, here daughter, theſe be rich veiſels, if thou choſe 
one of thele wherein is prolit to thee and others, then alt thou 
have my (on. And if thou choſe that wherein is no profit to thee, 
nor to any other, (@thly thou ſhalt not marry him. Then the 
Maiden heard this,ſhe lift up her hands to God, and ſaid ; Thou 
Lord, that knoweſt all things, grant me Grace this hour ſo to 
choſe, that J may receive the Emperors ſon. And with that the 
breheln the firſt veiſel of gold which was engraven Royally, and 
rad the ſuperſcription : Wholochoſeth me. &c. Saying thus: 
Though this veſlel be full Precious, aud made of Pure Gold: 
neverthelels, J Know not what is within; therekore, my dear Lord, 
this veiſet will J not chole. And then beheld the the lecond vel⸗ 
ſel that was or pure lil ver, and read the (uperſcription : Mholo 
choleth me, ſhall tind that his nature vefireth ; Thinking thus 
within her (elf: It J choſe this veſſel, what is within: J know 
not, but well J know there hall J find that nature defireth,and 
my nature delirtth the luſt of che tleſh, and therefore this veſſel 
will J not chile. F + 

Cui hen the had ſren thele tivo veſſels, and had given an auſtver 
as touching them, the behrld the third vellel of lead, and read 
the luperlcription: datholo choleth me, wall lind that God hath 
mſpoiryd, Thinking toithia her (ef, this vellel is not very rich, 
nor onutwarvly precious; pet the Superſcription taith ; hoo 
choleth me. lizall lind that Gov hath viipoled:; and without doubt 
God never vitpoltth any harm; therctors by the leave of God this 
vefſel will JF chole. | 

When the Emperor heard this, he laid: O kair Maiden, open 
thy veſſel, kor it is full of precious ſtoues, and {er ik thou hall 
well cholen or no. And when this young Lady had opened it, the 
found it full vt fine gold and precious ſtones, as the Emperor 615 

told 
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told her before. Then laid the Emperor: Daughter, becauſe thou 
haſt wilely choſen.thou thalt marry my ſon. Aud then he appoin- 
ted the wedding day, and they were married with great (olemnity, 
and with much honour continued to their lives end. 


The Moral. 


This Emperor betokeneth the Father of Heaven, who was 
long time without a natural ſn, therefore many men were in 
danger of periſning in hell. The Empreſs conceived when the 


Angel Gabriel ſaid : Lo, thou (halt conceive, and bear a Child. 


And then the firmament began to clear when this little Child 
lightened the World with his birth. The Moon began to wax 
pale, when the face of the Virgin Mary was overſhidowed by 
yertue-of the grace of the holy Ghoſt, and not only her face 
was thus ſhadowed, but alſo her body, for ſhe was conceived 
with child as another woman, wherefore 7oſeph would have 
forfaken her privily and gone away. This little bird that came 
from the one fide of the Moon, betokeneth our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who at midnight was born of the Virgin Mary, wrapped 
in cloaths and laid in the ox ſtall. The two beaſts betokeneth 
the ox and the aſs that Joſeph brought with him, which honored 
him in his birth. Theſe other beaſts that came from far, be- 
tokeneth the ſhepherds in the field, to whom the Angel ſaid 
thus Lo, I ſhow yu great joy. The birds that ſung ſo livectly, 
betokeneth the Angels of heaven, which ſung at his birth this 

joyful ſong : Glory be to God above, and peace ro men on earth, 
The King of Ampluy, which held war againſt the Emperor, 
betokeneth all mankind that were contrary to God as long as 
they were in the Deyils power. But immediatly, when our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt was born, he bowed himſelf to God, and 
beſought him of peace when he received his baptiſin : for at 
our baptiſm we promiſed to draw only to God, and forſake 
the Devil and all his pomp. The King gave his daughter in 
marriage to the Emperors ſon : Right ſo cvery one of us ought 
to give his ſoul in marriage to Gods Son; for he is alwayes 
ready to receive our ſoul as his ſpouſe, according to tlie Scripture, 
ſaying thus : 1 will marry thee to me. But ere our foul may 
come to the Palace of Heaven, ſhe muſt ſail by the ſea of this 
world, in the ſhip of good lite : but oftentirnes there ariſeth a 
tempeſt in the ſea 3 that is, trouble of this world, the tempt ations 
of the tleſh, and the ſuggeſtions of the Devil artteth ſuddculy, 
and drowneth the vertucs that the toul reccived in baptiſm z 
| K ue vertlieleſs, 
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nevertheleſs, yet falleth ſhe not out of the ſhip of charity, but 
keepeth her ſelf ſurely therein by Faith and Hope. For as the 
Apoſtle ſaith : By hape we be ſaved. For it is impoſſible to be 
ſaved without hope, or faith. The great Whale that followeth 
the Maiden, betokeneth the Devil, which by night and by day 
lyeth in wait to overcome the ſoul by fin : therefore do we as 
the Maiden did, ſmite the fire of charity and love out of the 
ſtone ; that is Chriſt, according to this ſaying : I am a ſtone, 
and certainly the Devil ſhall have no power over us. Many 
men begin well, as did the Maid, but at laſt they be weary. of 
their good works, and ſo they ſleep in fin : And anon when the 
Deyil perceiveth this, he deyoureth the ſinner in his evil 
thoughts, delights, conſent and works. Therefore if any of 
us feel our ſelves in ſuch wiſe under the power of the Devil, 
let him do as the Maid did, ſmite the Devil with the knife of 
bitter repentance, then kindle the fire of charity, and without 
doubt, he ſhall caſt thee on the land of good life. 

The Earl that came with his ſervants to ſlay the Whale, 
betokeneth a diſcreet Preacher, which dwelleth beſide the ſea; 
that is, beſide the world, and not in the world; that is, not 
drawn to worldly delectation, but ever is ready with good 
words of holy Scripture to kill the Devil, and to deſtroy his 
power. We muſt all cry with an high voyce, as the Miden 
did, acknowledging our fins, and then ſhall we be delivered 
from the Devil, and nouriſhed with vertuous exerciſe. 

The Emperor ſheweth this Maiden three veſſels; that is, God 
putteth before man life and death, good and evil, and which 
of theſe be choſen he ſhall obtain. Therefore ſaith Solomon : 
Death and life is ſet before man, chooſe which him liſt. And yet 
man is uncertain whether he will chooſe life or death. 

By the firit veſſel of gold full of dead mens bones, is under- 
ſtood mighty worldly rich men, who ſhine like gold outwardly 
in riches and poinp of the world; nevertheleſs, within they 
be full of dead mens bones; that is, the works they have done 
in this world be dead in the fight of God through deadly ſin. 
Therefore if any man chooſe ſuch a life, he ſhail haye that he 
deſeryeth; that is, ſuch men be like unto tombs that be white, 
and royally painted and arrayed without, and covercd with 
cloath of gold and ſilk, but within there is nothing but dry 
bones, By the ſecond veſſel of ſilyer, we ought to underſtand 
ſome Juſtices, and wiſe men of this world, who ſhine in fair 
ſpeech, 


thin 


you! 
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ſpeech, but within they be full of worms and earth; that is, 
their fair ſpeech ſnall avail them no more at the day of judge- 
ment, then the worms of the earth, and peradventure leſs: 
for then ſhall they ſuffer eyerlaſting pain, if they die in deadly 
ſin. 

By the third veſſel of lead full of gold and precious ſtones, 
we are to underſtand à ſimple and poor life, which the choſen 
ſouls chooſe that they may be married to our bleſſed Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt by humility and obedience, and ſuch men bear with them 
precious ſtones; that is, faith and her fruitful works pleaſing 
to God : by which at the judgement day, they be eſpouſed to 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and obtain the heritage of Heayen. Unto 


the which bring us our Sayior Jeſus Chriſt that died on the 


Croſs, Amen. ; 

| THE ARGUMENT. 

Man by Baptiſm promiſed to live in the fear of God, and forſabe the 
Devil, Chriſt ſorroweth for our ſins 5 he requireth dutiful ſervice 
of us at ſix ſeveral ages, but we are always unready ſor him; yet 
the mercy of God is ſo favorable towards us, that he ſpareth us 
even till the laſt age of man, vouchafing, if then we repent us, 
and call for grace, believing in his mercies, to receive us into the 
Throne of his heavenly grace. 


The 33. Hiſtory, 


Dmetime there dwelt in Rome a mighty Emperoz, named 
Calapodus, who took a fair Lady to wife, They were not 
long together befoze that this Empꝛels conceived and bare him a 
ſon, a goodly child and a tair. When he was of age, he was let 
to ſchool, and when he came to twenty years of age, he defired his 
fathers heritage, laying ; Dear father, you are an old man, and 
may not govern your Empire ; theretoze it it pleaſe you to give 
it me, it ſhall be to your eaſe. Then anlwered the Emperoꝛ, and 
ſaid ; Dear ſou, J bꝛead me ſoꝛt that when the Empire is in thy 
pober, thou wilt not fulfill my will oz my deurt. u anſtvered 
the Empzeſs (toz ſo much as the loved her lon better then her hus⸗ 
band) and ſaid ; Py Lozd, that cannot be, foz thou haft but one 
ſon: therefoze,as J believe, he will fulfill thine intent in all things: 
This Empire may help him well, and therefoze it is beſt to grant 
him the Empire. Then anſwered the Emperog, aud ſaid: J will 
firſt have of him a letter obligatozy, that whenloever he doth any 
thing againſt my will, that then J will depoſe him from the Em⸗ 
pire without any contradiction. t (on granted this, and did 
make the obligation, and ſealed it. And when this was done, this 
young Emperoz waxed ſo W that he krartd neither God noꝛ 
man, 
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man, and did very much harm. But his father ſuffered it pati⸗ 
ently, toz he would be coxrenaed by no man. | 

ow at laſt there fell a great dearth in the Empire, ſo that 
many men ditd foz want oftood, This old Emperoz was all alone 
himſelf, and began to have need; wherefoze He went to his (on fox 
to have ſome maintenance, which his lon granted, and ſuffered 
fo: a time. But within thozt time his father began to wax ſick, 
wherefoze he called his (on, and y:ayed him to give him a dzaught 
of his Dutt. His lon anſwered, and ſaid : That will J not do, 
fo; my Muſt is not good fo; your compierion. Then ſaid th: Cm- 
pero} : I pzay thee, (ou, give me a dꝛaught of thy Mine. His lon 
anſwered, and ſaid: That he thould Have none, fo: my Wine is 
not yet fined, and if J tonch it, it will trouble, and therefo:e J 
will not bzoach it till it be cleared and fined. Then laid his fa- 
ther: Give me (ome of the third tun. That J will not do, quoth 
he, foꝛ that ine is not good foꝛ a ſick man. Then his father 
payed him heartily fo a dzaught of the fourth tun. Then anſwer⸗ 
td he, and (aid; Thereof get pe none, fox it is feeble and without 
any ſuſtentation, and ſuch wine is not good fo) you, fo! it is not 
comfoztable. Then ſaid his father: Now, god (on, give me then 
of the fifth tun. That will J not, quoth he, foz that tun is full of 
lees and dꝛegs, and ſuch is not fit foz men, noꝛ (carcely foz hogs. 
TUhen his father law he might get nothing of him, after he was 


-perfecly well, he went to the King of Jeruſalem, and made his 


complaint of his ſon, and ſhewed him the letter obligatozy which 
his ton had made, whereby his father might put him out of his 
Empire without any gain-ſaying. When the King heard this, 
he called the Emperoꝛs ſon to anſwer his father. And when he 
came, he could not anſtver to his father with any reaſon; wherefo:e 
the King put him out of his Empire, and ſeated his father therein 
again: and ſo he continued all the days of his life. 
The Moral. 

This Emperor betokeneth our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, according 
to that ſaying : Is not he thy Father that hath brought thee up ? 
He hath made thee, &c. Deut. 22, v. 6. The ſon betokeneth the 
man to whom he gave all the Empire of this world, according 
to the Scripture : Heaven hath given to our Lord, and earth to 
man. Mankind made an obligation with our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
when he received the Sacrament of Baptiſm, wherein he pro- 
miſed to ſerve him truly, and forſake the Devil, and all his 
pomp and. yain glory. This Emperor began to wax ſick on a 
day; that is, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is, troubled as oft as a 
Chriſtian ſinneth and breaketh his Commandments, where fore 
he thirſts greatly for the help of our ſouls, and then he asketh 
a draught of the firſt tun; that is, he asketh of man the firſt 

agc 
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age of childhood to be ſpent in his ſervice 3 but incoptinently 
the wicked child. anſwereth, and ſaith : I may not do ſo, for 
my childhood is muſty ; that is, it is ſo tender and young, that 
it may not attempt ſo ſoon to ſerye God: which is manifeſtly 
againſt the truth, for the child of one day is not without fin, 
For S. Gregory in his Dialogue ſaith : The children of frue years c 
age drive out ſpirits from the byſomes of their fathers. Then when 
God ſecth that he cannot have of the muſt of his child-hood, 
then defireth he the wine of the ſecond tun. Phen anſwereth 
the wicked youth, and faith : That his wine 1s not apt to ſerve 
God. And when God may not have of the ſecond tun, then 
asketh he of the third tun ; that is, the third tun of his youth. 
Then anſwereth the wicked young man, and ſaith : The wine 
is very ſtrong and mighty, and therefore his youth ought to 
be ſpent about manly deeds onthis world, and not in good life, 
which would make him feeble and weak. When God ſeeth he 
may not have of this tun, then asketh he of the fourth tun. 
And then anſwereth the wicked man in his man-hood, and 
ſaith 3 That aged men are feeble, and may not faſt, or do any 
hard repentance 3 and if he did, he ſhould be the cauſe of his 
owa death. Then asketh our Lord of the fifth tun; that is, of 
his old age, when he ſtoopeth, and may not go withouta ſtaff. 
But the wicked old man excuſcth himſelf, and ſaith, that his 
wine is too feeble to give ſuch a feeble man : for if he ſhould 
faſt one day, it were time on the morrow to make his grave. 
And when our Lord ſeeth he may nothave the fifth tun, then 
asketh he of the ſixth tun; that is, when a man is blind, and 
may go to fin no more, yet deſireth he of ſuch a man drink; 
that is, help for his ſoul : But the wretched man lying in 
'deſpair, ſaith : Alace, alace, wo to me, becauſe I ſerved not 
Almighty God iy Maker and Redeemer, here in times paſt, 
while I was in youth and in proſperity; now there is nothing 
Icft but only the lees and dregs of wretchedneſs : Therefore 
what ſhall it avail me now to turn toward God ? But for ſuch 
men we ſhould lament. 

Nevertheleſs, God is merciful, that though he might haye 
no ſcrvice of man in all his time, yet he is content to have the 
lees of his tun; that is, the good will, though he doth not 
ſerve him otherwiſe, and ſo ſhall his good will ſtand him in 
ſtcad of godly life. For in what hour the ſinner doth repent him 
of his ſin ſroim the bottom of his heart, he ſhal be forgiven, as Exelzel 

witneſſeth. 
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| witneſſeth. But there be many that will give no wine, nor no 
other thing to him; whercfore Chriſt ſhall compliin to the 
King of Jeruſalem 3 that is, to the God-head at the Judgement 
day, and then as he is God and man, ſhal he giye a ſentence 


15 definitiye againſt ſuch men, ſaying : Thave hungred, and ye gave 
11 me no meat : I have been nabed, and ye cloathed me not : I have 
| thirſted, and ye zave me m drink, Lo, thus ſh he rehearſe to 
thee-the fruits of thy faith. And when this is done, then ſhal 
ſuch men be put to everlaſting pain, and the juſt man into 
everlaſting bleſs, Unto the which bring us our Lord Jeſus 


Ciariſt. Amen. 
' THE ARGUMENT. 


| Ian being captivated by Satan the world refuſeth to do for him, till 
1 the God- head of the heavenly Father, bearing an earneſt affection 
| | unto him, did eſpouſe him, and imbrace him within the boſame of 
th * inward and entire love, adventuring what he might to ſet all 
manbind at liberty, yet grudzeth the world that we ſhould al wayes 
ſerve our God, and forfake her : but to eſchew all juch malignity, 
we are tau hi in this Hiſtory. | 


The 34. Hiſtory, 

N Rome dwelt ſometime a mighty Emperoz, named Antho- 
ny, under whoſe reign 5 Rovers of the ſea had taken pziſoner 
a mighty maus (on of another Region, and brought him to this 
Emperozs pꝛiſon being bound. Mhen this young man was thus 
in p2ilon, he incontinent wzote to his father tor his ranſomt; but 
he would neither pay his ranſome, noz (end him any thing kor to 
comfozt him. This when he heard, he wept (oze, and would not 
be comfoꝛted fo the unkindnels of his father. This Emperoꝛ had 
a fair daughter, which viitted every day the pziſoner, and comfoz- 
ted him almuch as the might, wiſhing him to be merry. To whom 
the pziſoner anſwered, and laid: How ſhall J be merry? oz how 
may J joy, thus to ly faſt bound in pꝛiſon from the ſight of man: 
and notwithſtanding this, it grieveth me moſt that my Father 
will not pay my rauſome. When the Maiden heard this, ſhe was 
moved with pitty, and ſaid: Dear friend, Jam ſozy fo: thee, 
and therefoze if thou wilt grant me one thing, J ſhall deliver thee 
from thine anguith and pain. What thing is that? quoth he. 
That thou wilt take me fox thy wife. Then ſaid the pziſoner : J 
pꝛomiſe pou ſurely to fulfill your requeſt and deſire: and fo che 
moꝛt aſſurance, J plight you my troth. Muhen he had ſo done, 
ſhoztly after the Damſel delivered him out of pziſon, and fled a- 

way with him home to his fathers houſe. 
CUthen his father law his (on and the Maiden together, he asked 
the cauſe why he bzought- the Maiden with him ? Then __ his 
| U: 
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ſon : Sir, this Damlel delivered me out of pziſon, and therefoze 
the ſhall be my wife. Then ſaid his father: J will not. conlent 
that the thall be thy wife, foz two reaſonable caults, which J tall 
fo:thwith ſhew thee. The firſt is this, it is not unknown co thee, 
that the Emperoz her father might have had foz thy deliverance 
great plenty of Riches, and fozaimuch as the was untrue to her 
own father, and true to thee, it ſeemed well that thon chouldeſt 
not truſt long to her: foz being kalle to her own father, it is to 
be feared ſhe will not bs true to another man. The lecond reaſon 
is this, the cauſe why the delivered thes out of pꝛilon, was neither 
fo; pitty no fo; love, but fo; carnal luſt that the had to thee. Foz 
at thy deliverance ſhe made covenant with thee to be thy witz, and 
had of thee thy troth, and hath accompanied with ther? therefoze 
ſon, ſaith he, it iz no reaſon that ſhe thould be thy wife. 

The Maiden anſwered to thei? objections, and laid: As fo: the 
firſt realon that thou layeſt againſt me, that 4 ſhoui'd be untrue to 
my tather, that is falſe: to my father hath plenty o: riches, and 
thy (on is but poꝛ, and thereſoze J holp him fox pity.and toz none 
other caute,and neverthelels thou art his father, wouldeſt not pay 
his ranſom, 5ᷣ he might be delivered ont of pziſon.Lo,fo; this caule 
IJ] have delivered him; therefoze J am kinder to him then thou that 
art his own father,andhe is moꝛe beholden to me then to ther. Unto 
the other reaſon, whereas thou lapeſt, that J delivered him becauie 
of carnal luſt ; J anſwer,and — plainly, that it is not truth. for 
all manner of carnal love is cauled of ſtrength and beauty ; but 
thy (on is neither ſtrong nor beautiful, for his impriſonment hath 
taken away his ſtrength and beauty; for by the pain he hath had 
in priſon, be is brought low, and made unluſty ts ſport, and there- 
fore pity only moved me to deliver him, and not carnal luſt. Then 
ſaid the (on : Dear father, foraſmuch as J was in peril of death, 
and wrote unto you to pay my ranſome, that I might be delivered, 
and you would not help me: but this Gentle Damlel for pity 
Rath ſaved me from death, and delivered me aut of priſon, thert⸗ 

ore ſurely the thall be my wife. So forthwith hs Married her 
with great honor, and with her ended his life, 
The Moral. 

Dear friends, this Emperor betokencth the Father of Heaven. 
The young man that was taken with the. Pirats of the ſea, 
betokeneth all mankind, which was taken with the Devil, by 
the ſin of our fore- father Adam, and was caſt into the priſon of 
Hell with great ſorrow and pain. His father would not ranſome 
him; that is, the world would do nothing for him. 

This fair daughter betokeneth the God-head, which came 
down from Heaven, and took man-hood of the Virgin Mary, 
and ſo made a ghoſtly marriage between him and man: and 


upon this condition he delivered mankind out of the priſon of 


Hell, 
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Hell, when he came from Heaven, and forſook the fellowſhip 


of Angels for to dwell with us in this wretched vale of tears. 


But the father, that betokeneth the world, grudgeth ever againſt 
him, and would not ſuffer that the ſoul of man ſhould become 
the Spouſe of Jeſus Chriſt, but that he ſhould always ſerye him, 
and ſhould forſake our Lord. Therefore if we follow the world 
and its vanities, certainly we ſhall fall into the ſnare of the 
Devil. From the w'1ich defend us our blefſed Savior Jeſus Chriſt, 


Amen. | 
THE ARGUMENT T. 


It is the Ordinance of God, that no man ſhal labor for worldly pro- 
motion by covetouſneſs and falſhood, nor by deceit, or other evil 
courſes. Man for his firs tranſereſſion ſhould have been adjudged 
to perp*tual torment in Hell, had not the Son of God voluntarily 
offered himſelf to the death, to ſave mankind, and deſtroy Satan 
his enemy, ſo that thereby he might live with him in the habitat ion 
of Heaven everlaſlingly. 

The 35. Hiſtory. 


9 in Rome there dwelt a noble Emperoz of great livelp⸗ 
hood, named Alexander, which above all vertues loved the 
vertut of bounty, wherefoze he ozdained a Lab foz great charity, 
that no man unver pain of death ſhould turn a plaice in his dith 
at his meat, but only eat the whyte fide, and not the black ; and 
if any man would attempt to do the contrary, he ſhould ſuffer death 
without any — but yet ert he died, he thould ask thzee peti- 
tions of the Emperoꝛ what him lift (except his life) which ſhould 
be granted him. Jt befell after upon a day, that there came an 
Carl and his ſon of a ſtrange Covntrey, to (peak with the Empe⸗ 
ro: : and when the Carl was ſet at meat, he was \crved/ with a 
plaice, and he which was anhungry, and had an == tohis meat, 
after he had eaten the white ſide, he turned the black ſide, and be- 
gan to eat thereof : wherefoze ſtraightway he was accuſed to the 
Emperoz, becaule he had offended againſt the Law. Then ſaid 
the Emperoꝛ: Let him die accoꝛding to the Law without any delay. 

Uthen the Earls ſon heard that his father ſhould die, imme⸗ 
Diately he fell down on both his knees befoze the Empero:, and 
laid: O my reverend Lozv, J muſt humbly intreat you, that J 
may die foꝛ my father. Then laid the Emperoz ; Jt pleaſeth me 
well, lo that one die koz the offence. Then laid the Carls (on : 
Sith it is (0 that J muſt die, J ask the benefit of the Law: that 
is, that J may hav? there petitions granted ere J dic. The Em⸗ 
pero: an(tered, and ſaid: Ask what thou wilt, there thall no 
man ſay thre nay. Then ſaid the young Knight: Loꝛd, you 
have but one daughter, the which J deſire of pour Highneſs, _ 
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ſhe may ly ont night with me befoze J die. The Emptroꝛ granted 
fo: ktulfilling of the Law, though it were againft his will. Mever⸗ 
theleſs, this Knight Betlonred her not as at that night: theretoze 
he greatly plealed the Emperoꝛ. The ſecoud petition is this: I 
ask all thy treaſure. And immediatly the Emperoz grant d, be⸗ 
cauſt he would not be called a breaker of the Law. And when the 
Earls (on had received the Emperoꝛs treaſure, he imparted it both 
to pw2 and to rich; by means whereot he obtained their god wills. 
My third petition is this: J ask, my Lozd, that all their eyes 
may be put out incontinent that ſaw my tather eat the black fide 
of the plaice. TWhereiv:e the Emperoz made inquiſition immevi- 
atly, who it was that ſaw the Earl turn the black ſide of the plaice. 
And they that ſaw Him turn the plaice bethought them, and ſaid 
within themlelves, if we acknowledge that we law him do this 
treſpaſs, then wall our eyes be put out: and therekoꝛe it is better 
that we hold us ſtill. And ſo there was none found that would 
accuſe him. Muhen the Earls fon ſaw this, he ſaid to the empe⸗ 
ro: ; My Lord, quoth he, ye lee there is no man acculeth my fa- 
ther: therefo:e give me rightful judgment. Then laid the emperoz: 
Foaſmuth as uo man will acknowledge that they law him turn 
the plaice, therefoꝛt J will not that tby father ſhall die. Lo, thus 
the (on ſaved his fathers life, and after the deceaſe of the emperoz 
married his daughter. e 
F | 
Dear friends, this Emperor betokeneth the Father of Heaven, 
which ordained a Law that no man ſhould turn the black fide 
of a plaice ; that is, there ſhould no man labor for riches and 
promotion by: covetouſneſs and falſhood. The Earl that came 
to the Emperor, betokeneth Adam our fore-father, who came 
out of the land of Eden, and turned up the black fide of the 
plaice, when He ate of the apple of the he bidden tree, wheres 
fore he ſhould haye been condemned to everlaſting death: but 
his ſon, that betokeneth our Lord Jeſus Chriſty, he took the 
fleſhof Adam, and proffered himſelf voluntarily to die for him: 
and the Father of Heaven granted that he ſhould go down to 
die for mankind. e e e 
Neyertheleſs, before he died he asked three petitions of his, 
Father of Heaven. The firſt was this, that he might have by 
him his daughter, which betokencth the ſoul of man; and bring: 
her with him into the boſome of Heaven, according to the 
words of Haſea, ſaying : I will wed her to my ſelf. The ſecond 
petition was this, all the Emperors treaſure, which betokeneth 
the treafure of heaven, according to the Scripture 2 Like as the 
Father hath diſpoſed for me, ſo I diſpoſe for you. The third petition, 
L * 
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is this, that all their eyes ſhould be put out; that is, that the 
Devil, and all falſe witneſſes which accuſe us true men, might 
be put from the light of heavenly grace. And thus ſayed he 
mankind, and led him up with him unto the Palace of Heaven. 
Unto the which Palace bring us our Lord Jeſys Chriſt, Amen. 


| THE ARGUMENT. 

Toe Father of Heaven of his meer grace promoteth ſome poor men, 
raiſing them from the duſt to ſit among Princes; but they extolling 
themſelves withot regard of Gods zmdneſs, they are again made 
abjeft by him. The Devil worketh deceit in his members againſt 

the Godly, Chriſt came down from Heaven, to miniſter the water 

- of eternal life unto man, and by his death and Paſſion to revive 
our ſouls, which before were dead, unto the firm ſtate of eternal 
felici q, and to purchaſe happineſs-with his precious blood, 


The 36, Hiſtory, 

N Rome there dwelt ſometime a Mighty Emperoz, named 
Leonicius, who on a day rode to a Fozrett to Diſpozt himſxlf, 
white he met Suddenly with a poy man, to whom hz (aid thus: 
Frienn, what art thou? and whence comeſt thou: Wy Lozd, 
quoth he, J am come from the next City, and J am pour man. 
Chen laid the Emperoꝛ: Chou ſeemeſt pwz, therecoze it thou be 
honeſt and true, 4 will pzomote thee to great rieds nd-houour. 
Then antwer2drhe por man and faid: Þy Lord, J p 5115 you 
faichtullyto be true to you as long as J live. The 5 [PL anon 
made him a Kuight, and gave him great riches ; Muhen he was 
chus promoted, he waxen lo pꝛoud, that he thought himlelk mort 
£ to he an Empero theu his Lo:d; aſtheretoze he madt ſug⸗ 
geſtion to divers Lords of chat Empire, that he might ulury and 
take upon him through ftrength of them to be Emperoz,agthen the 
Emperoz heard this, anon he exiled him, and all thoſe that wert 
conlintiug ta him, lo that they lived abjeds in great wzetchedneſs 
aud foro: and then the Emperoꝛ 92dained other men in their 
ſttad; and gaue them ail the poſſeſſions of theſe Traitozs. And 
zu the banjthed men heard that ſtrangers han taken poſſeſſion 


._ Of thi lands and gods, anon they conſpired againſt them, and 


thꝛough treaſon requeſted them to à banquet. And ther 3g inno⸗ 
cents, thinking upan no ſuch trralon, came at the day aſsigned, 
and were ſerved with five jPojloned meſſes, whereby as many as 
yours of thole diſhes died incontinent. Mihen the Emperoz heard 
Vis, he was greatly moved, and aſſembled his Counſel, to en- 
quire what was beſt to be done foꝛ this treaſon, and fo their death. 
Then laid the Emperozs ton ; My Lozd, J am your ſon, and 
yon are my Father, and therefoze I ſhall give you gay connlel, 
and profit ble to all men. Mot far hence is a littit Nation, where- 
elleth a fair Maiden, anda gracious in the light o _ 

an, 
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man, which hath an Orchard, wherein is a well, the water whereof 
is of luch vertus, that it it be caſt upon a dead man, ftraightway 
he ſhall live again, and recover his likt. Therefoze, my Lozd, J 
thall deſcead unto that Nation, and ſeek that water, whereby they 
that were flain at the banquet may be reſtozed again to life: And 
when the-Emperoz heard this, he greatly tejopced, and ſaid thus: 
Son, thy countel is god. Aud ſtraight way the Emperoꝛs (on went 
unto the ſaid Nation, and cell in conceit with th? Maiden, inlo⸗ 
much that he entered into the Garden, and allailed to taſte the 
water of the Tatell. And when he had lo done, He made flve deep 
trenches in the ground, in the which the water ran till it came 
where the dead men lay buried: Hereupon when the water touch- 
ed them, they arolt from death to (iis. Then the Emperoꝛs ſon 
with great 10y led them unto his father. And when the Empcroz 
ſaw this, he was right joyfull, wherefoze he crowned his ſon wit 
a {aurel crown in token of vict9:y, and ſo he ended his life in re 


and peace. t 
The Moral. 


Dear friends, this Emperor betokeneth the Father of Heaven. 
The poor man that was promoted, betokeneth Lucifer, that 
was exalted of nought, and enthroned in the Empire of Heaven 
with great joy and clearneſs; but through his pride he thought 
he might be like unto Almighty God, and not only like him, 


but more then Almighty God: wherefore the Father of Heaven 


exiled him, and all them that conſented to him, to Hell: and 
in his place, man was exalted to great joy and honor. The 
Devil ſeeing this, it much grieved him that man fnould come 
to ſuch glory and honor, and bade Adam and. Boe to a banquet, 
when they did eat of the apple againſt Gods Commandment, 
and counfelled them thus, ſaying : In what hour ye eat of this 
apple, ye ſhall be liłe Gods, knowing good and evil. And at this 
curſed banquet they were ſerved with five meſſes that were 
poiſoned; that is, their five, wits, were accorded in eating of 
apple, whereof man was infected and died. This hearing the 
Emperors ſon, Chriſt Jeſus, moved with mercy, he came down 
from Heaven into this world, and-acquainted him fo well with 
the bleſſed Virgin Mary, that he found in her the well of man- 
hood, and conjoyned it to the God-head, according to tlie 
Scripture ; Jam the well of liſe : who dvinketh of me, (hat nat thirſt, 
After that, he ſuffered to be made five trenches in the ground; 
that is, five wounds in his body, out of the which ran doth 
blood and water, whereby all mankind was raiſed from death 
to life, and led them up into the Palage of fleayen. _ a 
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which bring us our bleſſed Savior Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. * 
THE ARGUMENT. 


The Father of Heaven extendeth his goodneſs divers ways tawards 
frail man, yet he tabeth contrary ways, living in ſpiritual fornt- 
cation : for the which bein? extled ffom the ſtate of felicity, he wa, 
compelled to lead a miſerable and painfull life. But being rec 
ciled by the death of his Savior he repoſſeſſeth the heritage of” 
heavenly felicity. | 

The 37. Hiſtory. 

Dmetime in Nome there reigned a mighty Emperoz, named 
Dunſtanus, in whole Empire there dwelt a gentle Knight that 
had two ſons. Dune ot his ſons matched himlelt againſt his catherg, 
will with a common harlot. The knight hearing this, exiled his 
ſon from him, and when he was thus exiled, he begot on this wo- 
man a ſon : and ſoon atter that he wared tick, and in penury: 
wherefoze he ſent Meſſengers to his father, beſeeching him oc his 
mercy. This hearing his tather.he took compalsion and ruth on 

Him, wheretcoze he was reclaimed from banihment. And when 

he was thus bꝛought again to his fathers grace, he gave his child 

which he had by the common woman to his father, who kinvty 
received him; and nouriſhed him as his ſon. TWhen the other ſon 
heard this, he (aid to his father : Father, quoth he, it ſecmeth to 
me that you are out of your right mind, which J will prove by 

ood realon. Fox he is out of his tight mind that receivcth a falle 

tir, and nouriſheth him, whoſe father hath endamaged and grieved 
him befoze. Now my bzother which begat this child hath done you 
great injury, when he married the common woman againſt your 
will and commandment, therekoze me thinketh that you are out 

of 2 right mind. 0 51 

en anlwered his father, and laid: Becauſe thy bzother is re⸗ 
concited to me, thou art envious, and thou art untzind to thine 
own bꝛother, willing to put him from thy fellowſhip foꝛ evermoze, 
but (oothly no unkind man ſhal have mine heritage, except he be 
reconciled, and yet thou never teconciledſt thy ſelt to him to thine 
unkinduels : fo; thou mighteſt have reconciled thy ſelt to him, but 


| thou wouldeſt not; therete of mine heritage gettell thon no part. 


e Moral. 
Dear friends, the father of theſe two brethren, betokeneth $ 
Father of Heaven. And his two Sons betoken the nature of 
Angels, and the nature of Man: for Man was married with . 


common woman or harlot, when he ate the apple againſt the 


commandment of God; whefefore he was exiled by the Fa- 
ther of Heaven, and put from the joys of Paradiſe. The Son of 
the eommon woman, betokeneth Mankind. This Knights Son, 
that 


by reaſon of {in we ought not to come unto F he 


* 
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that is Adam, lived in great miſery, for after his ſin he was put 
from joy into this wretched valley of tears and weeping, ac- 


cording to the Scripture : In the ſweat of thy braws thou ſhalt 


.. at thy bread. But after by the paſſion of Chriſ. he was recon- 
. But the other ſon, that betokeneth the Devil, was ever 
#unkind, & grudgeddayly againſt our into dee That 


Age of hea- 
Ven, Unto the which bring us our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


£ 


THE ARGUMENT, 


. We oueht in every vacation and calling to behave our ſclves juſtly, and 


to uſe the poor man with equity: we muſt not injure rich men. The 


z . mihty men are to be honored, and not defrauded of their dignity 


andeſtate,heing menof ſincere liſe. They that docontraryto the mean 
ing of dutiſul behoof herein, are worthy of everlaſting death. 


The 3 3 * Hiſtory. 


Ometime there dwelt in Rome a Mighty Emperoz, named 
Donatus, which did make ther Images, of the which one 
held out his hand ſtraight unto the 1 and had on his 

finger a ring of gold. The lecond Image had a beard of gold. And 
the third had a mantle ot gold. Commanding upon pain of death, 
that no man thould take away from theſe Images, the ring, the 
beard, no: the mantle. ; 

It befell aftertvard upon a time, that one Dionyle a Tyrant, 
came into the Temple, and twk away the Ring trom the tirft-J- 
mage, the beard from the lecond, and the mantle from the third. 
Ind when he had thus dont, he was fozthwith accuſed unto the 
Empero:, and brought befoꝛe him, and ſtrialg examined of that 
treſpaſs, Thy he velpoiled the Jmagcs againit the Emperozs 
commandment ? Then ankwered Dionyſe, and ſaid as colloto- 
eth: MA3y reverend Lozd, Jt is lawfull to anſwer foz my ſelf : 
hen J entred into the Temple, the firſt Jmage held fozth his 
hand ſtraight to me, as who would tay, J give thee this Ring: 
and therefo:e J tot the ring as the gift of the Pmage,being loath 
to refuſc ſo gentle an offer. And when J (aw the lecond Image 
having a beard, J thought thus with my (elf, J knew lometime 
th: father of the Tmage, which had no beard, and now his ton 
hath a beard, which is againſt rea ſon, the ſon to have a btard, and 
the father nont: and therefoze J tok from him his beard, that he 
ſdoul d be like his father. After that, when J (awthe third having a 
mantle of gold, J thought that the mantle of gold was not behove- 
ful koꝛ him in winter: coz gold is naturally cold, which might be 
canſe of his death, and therekoꝛe J twk it from him, becauſe it tyas 
to cold in NMinter, and to hot in Summer. Muhen Dion ple had 
excuſed himlelf by theſe realons, the Emptroꝛ anſwered, and Co 4 

ou 
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Thon haft anſtveceo wickedly foꝛ thy (elf.oathatGhould cauſethee 
rather then any other man, to diſpoil the Images; fozaſmuch as J 
commanded that no man thould take any thing away from them ? 
There*:e thine own mouth hath condemned ther. Anon the Empe- 
ro: called to him one ot his Squires, and charged him toſmite off 
his head: and incontinently he ton him, and did unto him as 
the Emperoꝛ had commanvey, and ſo ht died a ſhamefull death. 
n The Moral. 

Deir friends, this Emperor betokeneth Almighty God, the 
Father of Heaven. The three Images betokeneth the poor men, 
the rich men, and the mighty Men of this world. The Tyrant 
Dimyſe betokeneth all Officers in every ſtate, lewdly behaving 
themſelves, which take away from poor Mentheringoff their 
fingers,8 ſay thus: I may takely is given me. For when 5 poor 
man hath ought to do, he muſt nceds put forth his hand to 
give, whether he wil or not, if he wold ſpeed. They take away 
y beard from the rich Man, and ſay thus: This Man is richer 
thin His Father was, therefore take we his Livelihood from 
him, and make him like his Fore- father. They take alſo the 
mantle of gold from the mighty Men, when they ſee any Man 
of honor and good living, willing to correct ſuch open Miſdo- 
ers: they ſay thus: This Man is too cold, for he inclineth no- 
thing to our Opinions, and alſo he is too hot in power and 
working 4gainſt us; therefore go we and take from him the 
Mantle of Might, and ſo they accuſe him, and put him out of 
his Office. But certainly, all ſuck Men ſtand in peril of ever- 
Liſting death. From the which ſave us, he that ſhed his pre- 


cious Blood for us. Amen. 


THE ARGUMENT, 
Man ouzht to muriſh Chriſt in his heart by faith, and ſcuits of god 
life. Toe reward of ſuch as have care unto the Conmmandinents 
and Inſtitutions of God. We mult watch, les we fall into 
temptation : theſe things conſidered, we ſhal then by God's gracious 
good providence attain unto the reward of heavenly and everlaſting 


bleſs. 
FT ert dwelt ſometime in Rome a Mighty Emperoz, namen 
melius, who had a fair Young Laoy tv his Wife, upon 
whom he had begotten a fair lou. When the States of the Em-. 
pure heard this, they cams to the Emperoz, and belought him to 
ave the keeping ot his fon. Jmmediatiy the Emperoꝛ ſent a Herald 


thwaghout the City, pioclatming, that in whole hoult were — ; 
1 | oun 


The 32, Hiſtory. 


. Foe e be lernen that Nouritheth the U 
f 


| be Kea tempted to defjle theſe ten exce 
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(an in keping, and to nouruh. And then the Empergz mane a 


zeclamation, that whoſoever had his (on to keep, ſhould yourith 
im cleanly, and feed him with whollome meats and drinks. And 
vhen the child cam? to age, then thouly the Keeper be promoten 
to ow honour :' wheretco:c many men made ready five and water, 
in hope to have the child. But in the niht. when every man was 
alleep, there came a Tyzant,named Sulapieus, that bequenched 
the fre, and thzew out the water. Neverthelels, among all o- 
ex, there was a man named Jonathas, that labozed ſo giligently, 
that he kept both da 111 night, fixe aftd water. | 
Nn a mozning early, the Herald at the Emyerozs commandment 
went thzough the City, and ſought in every Youſe fo fire and 
water; but he could find none till He came to Jona Houle, 
where he found both fürt and mater ready; Mhertkdzs he was 
brought befoze the Emperoz, who del werd him his ſon actoming 


to the Pꝛoclamation. a 8 A 
hi open J onathas had the lene for Pike he led him home unto 
S y0 


uſe, and (wn after he ſent fox ons and Car penttts, and 
did make a ſtrong chamber of lime and fonte. And when the cham⸗ 
ber was finiſhed, he ſent fox Painters to paint on the wall of rhe 
chamber ten Images, with this Poſir painted above their heads! 
—— e —— — dit 3 ny Neath. n 12 
a A paix or, ©attpws to be dawn on the aw}, and ugursd 3 
may hanging thereupon, with this Polit p tnted above his head; 
pero:s Son amils. 
tfo he cauſed a Chair of Gpld to be madt, and himlelk fitting 
ert in, crowned with a crown of gold, with this (uperlcription 
above the head: TWhoſo-nouritheth the Emperozs ſon cleanly, thus 
thalt he be honozed. | 
hen this wag done, Dftentimes as he was aſleep, be was 
eGile [lent Images; but anon 
e Read the Pupericyiption above their heads, and then all the 
emptations ceafed. And when the Emperozs (on was evil Þ 
kept; then he went to the Gallows, and Read that Polit whi 
was witten above his oon head, and for dread thertot, kept the 
child bitter, and was diligent to give attendance on him. 
And when he beheld the Chair, and himſelf Sitting therein, 
crowned with a crown of Gold, he was right joyful, thinking to 


have god reward for keeping of the Emptrors ſon. When the 


Emperor heard of this diligent demeanor about his ſon, He ſent 
for him, and thanking him for his well-keeping and nouriſhing 
of him, he after promoted him to grtat honor and dignity. 

The Moral. 

This Emperor betokeneth the Father of Heayen : the Empreſs 
betokeneth the bleſſed Virgin Mary. The Emperars ſan bgte- 
kencih our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The Herald that was ſent 

throughout 
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throughout the City, betokeneth S. John Bapziſt, who was ſent 
before our Lord to prepare the way to him, according to the | | 
holy Scripture: Lo, T jend mine Angel before me, &c. The 
States that deſired the Emperors ſon to nouriſh, betokens the 
Patriarchs and Prophets, which deſire greatly to nouriſh our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and alſo to ſee him; but they might not ſec 
him, nor nouriſh him: tor fire and water, which ſhould have 
been cauſe of their ſight, was not with them perfectly. The 
fire betokeneth the holy Ghoſt, which'had not yet appeared 
to them: for they were not waſhed with the water of baptiſm. 
Alſo: ye may underſtand by the fire, perfect charity; and by 
the water, true contrition, which do now a-days fail in many 
men, and therefore they may not have the little Child Jeſus 
in their hearts. — 1 

Fonathas that watched ſo diligently, betokeneth every good 
Chriſtian Man, which ſtudieth ever to watch in well-doing, 
yeelding to God for {ins the ſire of charitable repentance, and 
the water of oontrition. But oftentimes the Tyrant, which be- 
tokeneth the Devil, Putteth out the fire of charity from out of 
mens hearts, and caſteth out the water of eontrition, - fothat 
they may not nouriſh the little Child Jeſus. Therefore let s 
watch, as Fonathas did, that we enter not into temptation. And 
call we unto us Maſons, that is, diſcreet Preachers, which gan 
make in our hearts a chamber of ſtone; that is, a ſure Faith 
and Hope. Then call we untous Painters; that is, Miniſters of 
Gods VVord, which can paint in our hearts ten Images:; that 
is, the ten Commandraents : which if thou keep and obſerve 
dayly, without doubt thou ſhalt be honored in Heaven. And if 
thou keep well the Emperors ſon, thou ſhalt fit in a chair of 
gold,crowned with a crown of gold. And if that thou noutiſh 
him not well, without doubt thou ſhalt be in danger of torment 
iu hell. From the which preſerve us our bleſſed Savior Jeſus. 


THE ARGUMENT. 


The ſoul of man eſpouſed unto Chriſt, the fleſh procureth the ſame to 
. ſim. The Chriſtian ſoul by faith withſtandeth temptation.The Re- 
dempt ion of mankind from ſin and death. Tue deceits of unthank- 
ful hearts. The ſpirits health, The defects of the fleſh. After a 
pure repentance followeth perpetual joy and ſelicity both of Soul + 

and Body. is 
1C 
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The 40. Hiſtory, 8 

N Rome delt ſometime a mighty Empero:, named Meneſay, 

which had weddes che Kiugs daughter ot Hungarta, a fair Lady 

and a gracious in all her woxks, and ſpecially the was merciful. 


Dn a time as the Emperox lay in his bed, he bethought him that 
he would go vitit the holy Land. And on the moꝛrow he called to 


him the Empzeſs his wirt, and his own only brother, and thus 


he laid: Dear Lady, J map not, noz will not hide from you the 
pꝛivities of my heart: J purpole to viſit the holy Land, whereteze 
Jozdain the pzincipally to be Lavy and Governefs over all mine 
Empire, and all my people : and under thee J oꝛdain here my 
bother to be thy Steward, foz to pꝛovide all things that may be 
p2ofitable to mint Empire, and to my ptople. \ 

Then ſaid the Empels: Sith it will no otherwiſe be, but that 
needs thou wilt go vilit the City of Jeruſalem, J thal be in pour 
ablenct as true as any turtle that hath loſt her mate: fox as J be- 
lieve, pt thall, not eſcape: theuct with your like. 

The Emperoz anon comfozted her with tair words, and kiſſed 
her, and atter that tok his leave oc Her and all others, and went 
toward the City of Jeruſalem. And anon after th? Emperoz was 
gone, bis brother became ſo pzoud, that hs oppꝛeſled pw men, and 
robbed rich men: and he did worle then this, foz he dayty ſtirred 
the Empꝛels to tommit un with him. But ever the amwered again 
as an holy and devout woman, and ſaid; J will, quoth ſhe, never 
conſent to you, noꝛ to any other, as long as my Lord liveth. Ne- 
verthelels, this Knight would not leave with this anſwer, but 


ever when he round her alone, he made his complaint to her, and 


ſtirred her by all the ways that he could to ſin with him, 
When this Lady law that he. would not ceaſe for any anſtrer, 
nor would not amend himlelf: when the law her time; the called 


to her three or four of the worthieſt men of the Empire and ſaid to 


them thus: Jt is not unknown to you, that my Lord the Emperor 
ordained me principal Governor of this Empire; and alſo he or⸗ 
dained his brother to be Steward under mt. and that he ſhould do 
nothing without my counlel, but he doth all the contrarp: for he 
oppre ſleth greatly poor men, and likewiſe robbeth the rich men, 
and y£t he would do more then this, ik he might have his iutent: 
wheretore J command you in my Lords name, that vou bind him 
faſt, and caſt him into prilon. | 
Then (aid they: Soothly, he Hath done many evil Deeds fince 
our Lord the Emperor went, therefore we be reavy to obey your 
commandment ; but in this matter you muſt anfwer- for us to our 

Lord the Emperor. | 
Then ſaid the; D2ead pe not, if my Lord knew what he had 
done, as well ag J, he wouli put him to the fouleſt death that could 
be thought. Immediatiy theto men laid hands on him, and bound 
him taſt with iron chains; wr. him in priſon,” whereas pe lay 
4 l ong 
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long time after : till at laſt it foxtuned, there came tidiugs that 
the Emperoꝛ was coming home, aud had obtained great renown 
and victo:y. When his brother heard ot his coming, he ſaid: 
Would to God, my mother might not find me in piſon: for if 
he do, he will eaquire the cauſe of mine impꝛilonment of the em- 
pꝛels, Aud the will tell him all the truth, how J moved her to 
commit tin; and lo foz her J hal have no tavoz of my bzother, but 
lole my like: this know J well, therefo:e it hall not be lo. Then 
{ent he a Meſſenger unto theEmpzeſs,p:aying her that the would 
vouchſace -x = to the pꝛilon dobz, that he might lprak a word 
oz two with Yer. | 

The empꝛeis came to him, and enquired of him, what he would 
have ? He anſwersd, and (aid ; D Lady, have mercy upon mit: 
fo if the Emperoz my bzother, find mt in pꝛiſon, then thal J dit 
without anp remedy. ; 

Then lam the Empzeſs ; If J might know that thou wouldeſt 
bz a good man, aud l(tave thy folly, thou ſhouldeſt find grace. 
Thea did he pzomile her aſuxedly to be true, and to amend all 
his treſpaſs. When he had thus pzomiſed, the Empꝛeis delivered 
him anon, and made him tobe bathed and ſhaven, and apparelled 
him wozthily accozding to his ſtate: and then the laid unto him 
thus: Nom, good bꝛother, take thy ſteed and come with me, that 
wz may met my Loꝛd. He anſwered; and (aid : Lady, J am ready 
to fulnil your will aud commandment in all things. And then 
the empꝛels took him with her, aud many other Knights, and ſo 
rode toꝛth to meet with the emperoz, And as they rode tog her 
by the way, thzyſaw a great Hart run befoꝛe them, wherekoꝛt very 
man with luch hounds as they han, chaſed him on horſe⸗ back, ſo 
that with the empꝛels was left no creature, ſave only the emptroꝛs 
brother ; who leeing that no man was there but they two, thus 
be (aid unto the Empreſs : Lo, Lady, here is befide a private 
Forrelt, and long it is ago that I (pake to thee of love: come now 
and conlent unto me that J may ly with thee. 

Then (aid the Empreſs : Ah fool, what may this be? De- 
ſterday J delivered ther out of priſon upon thy promile, in hope 
of amendment, aud now thou art returned to'thy folly again : 
therefore J 1 now to thee, as J have ſaid before, there thal no 
man do luch thing with me, (ave only my Lord the Emperor, 
which ought of very duty for to do. Then ſaid he : Jf thou wilt 
not conſent to me, J {bal hang thee here upon a tree in this Forreſt, 
where no man thal find th:e, and ſo halt thou die an evil death. 
Th: Empreſs aaſwzred meekly, and lain: Though thou ſmiteſt 
of my head, or put mc to death wth all manner of torment, thou 
thalt never have my co:ſent to ſuch a ſin. 

When he heard this. hc uncloathed her all ſave Her ſmock, and 


hinged her up by the hair upon a tree, and tyed her fteed before 


her, and ſo rode to his fellows, and told them that a great Hoſt of 
men met him, and took the empreſs away from him: and when 
be had told them this, they mant all great ſorrow. It 


| 


— 
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Tt bekell on the third day after, there came an earl to hunt in 
that Forreſt: aud as he rode beating the buthes, he unkennels x 
for, whom his hounds tollowed taft, till they came near the tree 
where the empreis hanged. And when the dogs (melt the ſavor of 
her, they left the for, and ran toward the tret as faſt as they could, 
The earl (ering this, wondered grcatly, and ſpurring his horſe 
followed them till he came where the empreſs hanged. Then the 
earl ſatv her thus hanging, he marvellea greatly, for ſo much as 


. the was right tair and beautirul to behold, whertlore he (aid unto 


her in this manner wile: O woman, who art thou: And of what 
Countrey ? And whereforc hangeſt thou here in this manner: 

Thc empreſs that was not yet fully diad; but at point ready 
to die, anlwered and ſaid: J am, quoth the, a ſtrange woman, 
and am come out of a far Countrey; but how J came hither God 
knoweth. Then anlwered the eart, and ſaid: WUWhole horſe is 
this that ſtandeth by thee bound to this tree ? Then anſwered the 
Lady, and ſaid : Chat it was hers. Muhen the earl heard this, + 
he ſaw well that ſhe was a Gentlewoman, and come of noble linage, 
wherefore he was the rather moved with pity, and (aid unto her: 
O fair Lady, thou leemeſt of gentle blood, and therekors J purpoſe 
to deliver thee trom this milchief, if thou wilt go with me, and 
nourtth my fair young daughter, & teach her at home in my Caſtle: 
for J have no child but only her : and if thou keep her well, thou 
thalt have a good reward tor thy labor. Then ſaid'the : As far 
forth as J can do, or map, J thal fulfill your intent. And when 
the had thus promiſed him, he took her down off the tree, and led 
her home to his Caftlc, and gave her the keping of his daughter 
that he loved lo much: and the was cheriſhed ſo well, that ſhe lay 
every night in the earls chamber, and his daughter with her: and 
in the chamber every night there buraed a lamp, which hanged 
between the empreſſis bed and the earls bed. This Lady behaved 
her lo gently, that ſhe was beloved of every creature. There was 
at that time, in the earls honſe a Steward which much loved this 
empreis, and often ſpake to her of his love. But the anftvered 
him again, and ſaid : Know pe, dear friend, for a certainty, that 
J will never love any man in ſuch manner wile, but only him 
whom J am greatly bounden to love by Gods Commandement. 
Then (aid the Steward: Then thou wilt not conſent unto me: 
Sir, quoth ſhe, what need you any more to ask ſuch things? The 
vow that J have made, J will truly keep and hold, by the grace 
of God. And when the Steward heard this, he went His way in 
great wrath and anger, thinking within himſelf; If J may, J 
thal bc revengey on thee. 

It betell upon a night within ſhoꝛt time after, that the Earls 
Chamber dooꝛ was leit unſhut, Which the Steward had anon 
perceived: And when they were all alleep, he went and eſpiep by 
the light of the lamp, where the Empꝛels and the young Maiden 
lay together, and with that A dzetww out his knife, and n th? 
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thꝛoat of the Earls Daughter, and put the bloody knife into the 
Empzefles hand,the being atleep, and nothing knowing thereof, 
to the intent that when the Earl awaked, he thould lee the knife 
in her hand, and that he thould think that the had cut his daugh⸗ 
ters thꝛoat, and lo the would be put to a thamecall death to; this 
$D1(chievans Deed. And when the'Damlel was thus ain, and 
the b.oody knife in the Empꝛeſs hand, the Counte!s awaked out 
of her fleep, and law by the light of th? lamp the bloody knife in 
the Empꝛels hand, whercioze the was almoſt out of her wits, and 
ſaid to the Carl: O my Lozd, behold in ponder Ladies hand a 
wonderkul thing. | 

Thea the Earl awaked, and looked toward th? empieſſes bed, 
and (aw the bloovy Knife, as the Counteis had laid: wheretoze 
he was greatly moved and cryed to her, and taid:Awake.woman, 
out of thy lletp: what thing is this that J fee in thy hand? Then 
the empzels through his cry awaned out of her fleep; and in her 
taking the knice fell out ok her hand: and with that the looked by 
her, and found the earls daughter dead by her lde, and all ths 
bed belpzinkled with blood; UWheretoze with an Yigh vopce the 
cryed, and (aid; Alace, alact, and wo is me, my Loꝛds daugh⸗ 
ter is lain. | 

Then cryed the Counteſs unto the Earl with a pitions voyce, 
and laid: D my Loꝛd, let this devilith woman be put to the fouleſt 
death that can be thought, which thus hath ain our outy child. 

Then when the Counteſs had ſaid thus ta the earl, he lata to 
the Empzels in this wile : The high God knoweth that thou, 
miſchievous woman, haſt flain my daughter with thine otunhands: 
foz J (ſaw the bloody knife in thy hand, and therefoze thou thalc 
Dit a foul death. Then ſaid the earl in this wile ; O thou woman, 
were it not J dead God greatly, J would cleave thy body with 
my ſwoꝛd in two parts: fox J delivered thee from hanging, and 
not thou haſt lain my daughter, nevertheleſs, fo: me thou halt 
have no harm, therefoze go thy way out of this City, without any 
delap: for if J find thee here after this dap, thou ſhalt dic a moit 
cruel death. | 

Then aroſe this woſul Empzeſs, and put on Her cloaths, and 


after leapt on Her paltray, and rode toward the caft alone, with⸗ 


out any ſaft conyud : and as ihe rode thus mourning by the way, 
the eſpyed on the left five of the way a pair of Gallows, and ſeven 
officers leading a man to the Gailows to be Hanged : twherefoze 
the was moved with great pity, and [mote her Hole with her ſtick, 
and rode to them, pꝛaping them that ihe might redeem t hat mil⸗ 
doer, if he might be ſaved from death by any means. 

Then laid they: Lady, it plealethug well that you reveem him. 
Anon the Tmpaeſs accorded with them, and payed his ranſome, 
and he was delivered, 


Then ſaid the to him: Now, my good friend, be true unto 


me till thou die, ſith J have delivered ther from death, 


MN 


GESTA ROMAN.ORUM, 93 

Dn my ſoul, quoth he, J promiſt-you ever to be true. And 
when he had thus (aid, he followed the Lady fill, till they came 
nigh a City, and then (aid the empreſs to him: Good triend, 
quoth the, go forth thy way a:ore mt into the City, and let thon 
take up kor us an honeſt Lodging, for there J Purpolt to reit a 
while. Der man weut torth as che cammanded, and took up tor her 
a good Lodging, and an Honeſt, where the above a long time. 
TUhen the men of the City perceived her Beauty, they wondred 
greatly, wherekort many of them craved of her unlawful love; 
but all was in vain, kor they might not ſped in any wiſe. | 

It kortuned after upon a day, that there came a Ship fulLof 
Merchandiſe, and arrived in the haven of that City. When the. 
Lady heard this, ſhe laid unto her ſer vant: Go to thr ſhip, and lee 
if there be any cloath there for my uſe. Her ſervant went forth to 
th? ſhip, whereas he ſound very many fine cloaths : wherefor? he 
prayed the Maſter of the ſhip, that he would come into the City 
and ſpeak with his Lady. The Maſter granted him, and fo the. 
Servant came home to his Ladp before, ana Utarned her of the 
coming of the Maſter of th? Ship. Soon atter the Waiter of the 
chip came and (ſaluted the Lady courteouſſy: and the Lady receiv- 
ed him according to his D2gree, praying him that the might have 
for her money ſuch cloaths as might be profitable for her wearing. 
Then he granted that the ſhould have any that liked her, and ſoon 
they were agreed: therefore the ſervant went immediatly again 
with the Maſter of the thip foz the cloath. And when they wer: 
both within on ſhip⸗boaro, the Maſter ſaid to the Ladits ſervant : 
My dear friend, to thee J would open my mind, if J might truſt 
to thee; and it thou help me, thou ſhalt have of me a great reward. 
Then anſwered he, and ſaid: J thall, quoth he, bz (worn to thee 
to keep thy connſel, and fulfill thine intent as far.io:th as J can. 
Then ſaid the Matter of the thip: J love thy Lady moze then J 
tan tell thee, fox her beauty and feature is lo excellent, that J 
wouid give koꝛ the love of her all the gold that J Have ; And it J 
may obtain the love of her thꝛough thy help, J will give thee what- 
loever thoit wilt deſire of me. Then laid the Ladies (ſervant : Tell 
me by luhat means J may beſt help thee; Then lain the Maſter 
of the thip : Go home to thy Lady again, and tell her, that J will 
not deliver to thee the cloath, except the come her (elf; and do thou 
but bring her to my thip, and if the wind be good and fit, then 
J purpole to lead her away, Thy counlel is good, quoth the La- 
— lervant, therefoze give me (ome reward, and J ſhall fulfill 
thy deüre. 

Now when he had received his reward, he went again to the 
Lady, and told her, that by no means the Maſter of the thip wouly 
Deliver him the cloath, except the came her (elf. 

The Lady believed her ſervant, and went to the ſhip. Now 
when ſhe was within the thip-board, her ſervant above without. 
Chen che Maſter law that the was within the ſhip, and a = 
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was good, he det up the (ail, and ſailed foꝛth. Mhen the Lad 
perceived this, thus the ſaid to the Maſter: Y Maſter, quot 
the, what rꝛalon is this that thou haſt dont to me ? The Maſter 
anſwered, and ſaid: Madam, certainly it is ſo, that J muſt 
needs ly with thee, and afterwards eſpouſe thee. D good Sir, 


quoth ſhe, J have made a vow, 5 J will never no ſuch thing but 


with him unto whom J am bound by right, and by ß Law.Sothly, 
quoth he, if you will not grant me with your good will, J will 
caft you out into the midſt of the ſea, and there ſhall ye die an 
evil death. If it be (o, quoth the,- that J muſt needs conſent, oz 
elſr dit; firſt, J pray thee, to pzepare a pꝛivatt — in the end 
of the ſhip, whereas J may fulfill thine intent ert J dit: and alſo, 
I pray thee, that J may ſay my pꝛapers unto the Father of Þea- 
ven, that hz may have mercy on me. 

The Maſter believed her, wherefo:e he did ozdain her a Cabi⸗ 


net in the end of the thip, wherein ſhe knceled down on both her 


knees aud made her pꝛayers, ſaying on this wiſe : D thou, my 
Loꝛd God, thon haft kept me from my youth in cltannels, keep me 
not that J be not deftoured, ſo that J may ever ſerve thee with 
a clean heart and mind: and let not this wicked man prevail 
with me, noꝛ any other the like wickedne(s come nigh me. Muhen 
the Had ended her pzayers, there aroſe ſuddenly a great tempeſt in 
the ſea, fo that the thip burſt all to pieces, and all that wert there- 
in „N (ave "ou Lady : and ſht caught a cable and ſaved her 
letf, and the Maſter caught a board of the ſhip, and ſaved him- 
ſelf liketviſe : nevertheleſs. ſhe knew not of him, noz he of her, fo; 
they were dziven to divers coaſts. The Lady landed in her own 
Empire near a rich City, where ſhe was honourably received : 
and the lived ſo Holy a life, that God gave her grace and power to 
heal ſick folks of all manner of diſealts; wherefoze there came 
much proplt to her, both crooked. blind and lamt, and every man 
th:ongh the grace of God, and her good endeavoz, was healed, 
wherefoze her name was known thiough divers Regions. Never- 
thileſs, the was net knotun as the Empꝛols. | 

At the ſame time the Emperoꝛs bꝛother (that had — — her 
befoze bythe hair) was ſmitten with a foul Leproſy. The Knight 
that flew the Earls Dan „and 2 the bloody knife in her 
hand, was blind, dtat̃, and hav the palfte. 'The thief that betrayed 
her to the Maſter of the ſhip, was lame, and full ot the Cramp. 
And the Matter of the hip, diſtraught out of his wits. 

When the Emperoz d that ſo holy a Moman was in that 


055 


City, he called his bꝛother, and ſaid to him thus: Go we. dear 


b:other,unto this holy Moman that is del ing in this City,that 
the may heal thee of thy lepꝛoly. Would to God, O noble bother, 
quoth he, that J were healed. Anon the Emptroi with his 11 
went towards the City. Then when the Citizens heard of his 
coming, they received him Honozably with Pyoceſſian, and all 
p2oviiion fitting his Eſtatt. Aud then the Emperoz — be 
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GESTA ROMANORUM. ps 
the Citiyens, if any ſuch holy aWtoman were among them, that 
could heal fick folks of their Diſcaies £ The Citizens aplwered, 
and lam: That ſuch a ont there was. Now at the lame time was 
come to the ſame City, the Knight which ſlew the Earls naugh⸗ 
ter, and the thief which the ſaved trom the gailows,and the Matter 
of the ſhip to be healed of their vileaſes. Then was the Empecls 
called forth befoze the Emptroꝛ, but ſhe mulled hex ate as well 
as the could, that the Empero her husband thould not know her: 
and when the had ſo doue, the (aluted him with great reverence, 
as appertained to his ſtate, and he again in like manner, ſaying 
thus: O good Lady, if thou litt of thy kindaeis to heal my bio⸗ 
er of his lepzoſy, ask of me what. you will, aud J wall grant 
it thee foꝛ thy reward. | 
dahen the Empꝛels heard this, ſhe looked about her, and (aw 
there the Emperoꝛs brother a tonl leper: She 1aw there allo the 
Knight that flew the Earls daughter, blind and deat ; the thief 
that the (av?d from tht gallows, lame ; and allo the Mater of 
the thip diſtraught. out ot his wits, and all were come to her to 
be healed of their maladies, and knew her not; but though they 
knew her not, the knew them well. Then (aid the unts the Em; 
peroz thus: Mp reverend though you would give me all your 
Empire, J cannot heal your bzother, noz none o. thele other, ex⸗ 
cept they acknowledge openly what great evil they have done. 
When the Emperor heard this, he turned him towards his bz0- 
ther, and (aid unto him: Bzother, acknowledge opeuly thy un 
befoze all thoſe men, that thou eit be healed of thy fickue(s. 
Then anou he began to tell how he ted his life: but he toid 
not hot he had ha ed the Empzeſs in the Fozreit by che hair of 
the head molt deſpighttully. | | 
Mhen he had acknowledged all that him lift, the Empꝛels re; 


bier and (aid: Soochlp, my Lozd, J would glavly lay unto 


im my Medicine; But J wot right well it is iu vain, fo; 
hath not mave a full confeſſion. The Emperoz hearing this, 
turned toward his bother, and ſaid in this wile ; Mhat evil ſoz- 
row, oz other unhappy wꝛetchednels is in ther: ſeen thou not how 
thou art a foul leper? Therefoze acknowledge thy ſin truelp, that 
thou mapeſt be whole, oz elſe avoid my company foz ever mot. 
Ah1 my Lo2d, quoth he, J may not tell my life openly, cxcept 
be lure of thy grace, What halt thou trelpaſſed againſt me? 
aid the Tmperoz, Then anſwered his bzother, and lain: Pine 
offence againit thee is grievous. and therefozs J ask thee hearti- 
ly fozgiveneſs, The Emperoz thought not on the Empzcls, toza(- 
much as he ſuppoled the had been dead many years beroze ; there- 


foze he commanded his bzother to tell foꝛth wherein he had D- 


ed him, and he ſhould be foxgiven. | 

When the Emperoz had thus fo:given his brother, he began to 
tell openly how he had deſir ed the Cmpyeis to commit Adultery 
with her; and becauſe the denyed, he had hanged her by the hair 
in the Fozreſt, on ſuch a day. When 
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-.. TWhen'the:Emperozheard this, he was almoſt beſide himſelf, 
and in his Rage hs ſaid thus: O thou wꝛetched Creature, the 
vengeance of God is fallen upon thee: and were it not that J have 
pardoned ther, thou ſhouldeſt die the moſt ſhametull death'that 
could be thought. 2 2 ü : 
Then laid the Knight that flew the Earls daughter: J wot not, 
quoth he, what Lady you mean ; but 5 wot that my Lozd found 
au à time ſuch a Lady hanging by the Hair in the Fozreſt;. and 
bzought her home to his Cattle, and he twk her his daughter to 
keep, and J pzovoked her, as much as J could, to ſin with me, 
but ſhe would in no toiſe conlent to me, wherefoze J flew the earls 


daughter that lay with her: and when J had ſo done, J put the 


blovy knife in the Ladies hand, that the tarl ſhould think the had 
Hain his Daughter with her own hand, and then was the erilep 
thence; but where the became, J wot not. Then laid the thick: 
J wot not of what Lady ye mean: but well J wot, that leven 
officers were leading me to ths gallows, and inch a Lady came 
riding by, and bought me off them, and then went J with her, 
'Aud-atterwary ) betrayed her unto the Maſter of the ſhip. Such 
a Lady, quoth the Matter of the chip, received J, and when we 
were in the midit of the (ea, J would have lyen with he; but the 
kaeled:down to her pꝛayers, and anon there arole ſuch a tempeit, 
that the chip bzuſt all in pitces, and all therein were dꝛownen, 
ſave the and J: but afterward what befell of her, J wot not. 
Then cryed the Empꝛels with a loud voice, and (aid; Sothly, 
dar triends, yt do now-truely contels and declare the truth, where- 
fore J will iow apply my medicine: and anon they received their 
healths. When this Lady the Empels had thus done, the un⸗ 
covered her iace to the emperoz, and he tozthwith knew her, and 
rau to her, and embꝛaced her in his arms, and kiſſed her oftcn- 
timts, and to; joy he wept bitterly, laping: Bleiled be God, now 
IJ have tound that IJ deuren. And when he had thus lald, he led 
her home to thr Palace with great joy: and after, when it plea(- 
ed Almighty God, they enved both their lives in peace and reit. 


Cs ar . The Moral. : 

Dear friends, this Emperor betokeneth our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
This Empreſs betokeneth a holy ſoul : this Emperors brother 
betokens the fleſh, to whom our Lord hath given charge of the 


Empire, but moſt principally to the ſoul, Nevertheleſs, the 
wretched fleſn oft Ne 

loveth God above all things, withſtandeth that temptation, 
calleth to her ghoſtly power; that is, Reafon, Will, Under- 


eth the ſoul to ſin: but the ſoul that 


ſtanding, and Conſcience, and maketh them to impriſon the 


Aieſh';" that is, diſobedient to the ſoul, in the priſon of true 


repentance, unto the time it obey reaſon in all things. And 
| R thus 


„ * - 
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thus in hope of mercy he ſinneth again, to whom the holy 
Writer ſaith : Curſed be the man that finneth in hope. And 


at the laſt the ſoul inclineth to the fleſh, and letteth him out 


of the priſon of Repentance, and waſheth him from the filth of 
ſin, and arrayeth him with good vertues, and maketh him leap 
on the palfray of charitable humility, and ſo rideth forth to 
meet our Lord with the ſacrifice of thanksgiving. But alace, 
oft the ſinner treſpaſſeth againſt holy Scripture : wherefore 
the Hart; that is, the luſt of the fleſh, ariſeth before him, and 
after runncth great hounds that is, evil thoughts: and ſo long 
they chaſe, till the body and the ſoul be left alone, and then 
the fleſh ſtirreth that pure ſoul, being the Spouſe to Almighty 
God'; but the pure and undefiled ſoul that is ſo well beloved 
with God, will not forſake our Lord, and conſent to fin : 
wherefore the wretched fleſh full oft diſpoileth her of her 
cloathing; that is, of all her vertues, and hangeth her up by 
the hair on an oak; that is, on'lalts and delights ; and there 
fhe hangeth till the good Earl cometh 3 that is, a diſcreet 
Preacher in the Forreſt of this world. to preach and teach the 
Word of God: then he taketh her do vn, and leadeth her forth 
to the Church, to gouriſh his daughter; that is, to nouriſh 
conſcience with fruitful faith. The Earl had in his chamber a 
lamp: right fo every diſcreet Preacher ſhould have before him 
the lamp of holy Scripture, whereby he may ſee both the 
grievance and profit of the ſoul in learning of yertues, and 
putting away of vice. The Steward that ſtirreth her to ſin, is 
nought elſe but pride of life, which is Steward of this world, 
by whom many men be deceived. But when the ſoul that is 
ſo well beloved with Chriſt, will not conſent unto the ſin of 
pride, then taketh this evil Steward the knite of coyctiſc, 
wherewith he ſlayeth the Earls daughter; that is, conſcienec, 
according to tie Scripture, ſaying: Cold and ſil ver hath blinded 
the eyes of Fudges, and hath overcbrown wie men, ſo that equity 
and righteouſneſs might not enter; but ſtood afar, and turned their 
backs. This Lady alſo redeemed a man from death; that is, 
from eyerlaſting death, which he had deſerved by deadly fin. 
Therefore do we as this Lady, ſmite we our horſe; that is, our 
fleſh, with the ſpurs of repentance, and ſo ride we forth in all 
haſte to ſave our neighbor from the ſiak of deadly iin, to help 
him both bodily and ghoftly, as Solomon faith. Wo be to that 
man lying in deadly (in, that bath no man t9 lift him out thereof 
F N Therefore 
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98 G ESTA ROMANO RUN. 
that is hol pen of another, is like a ſure City : and if he give but a 
cup of cold water in the way of help, he ſhall not Loſe his reward. But 
many now a-days be very unkind, as was the thief whichdeceived 
the Lady, after that ſhe had ſaved him frgm hanging, 

The Maſter of the ſhip betokeneth the wald, by whom man 
men be deceived, But nevertheleſs, as oft as a man taket 
on him voluntarily the charge of charity, and obeyeth unto 
the Commandements of God, and forſaketh the world, then 


breaketh he the ſhip. For it is impoſſible to pleaſe God and 


man, and the world, all at one time. 

VVhen this Lady had eſcaped the tempeſt of the ſea, ſhe 
went to a City; that is, the ſoul after the troublesof this world, 
went to the holy life, and there ſhe healed all manner of fick 
folk ; that is, every man that is troubled in his ſoul ; that is, 
infected with divers ſickneſſes, thoſe this Lady healed through 
holy life. But they could not be heiled till they had firſt 
confeſſed their fins unto the Empreſs, the Church of God, and 
then ſhe healgth them by repentance and amendment of life: 
yet all this while was the Empreſs unknown to her husband, 
that is, the Church wandereth in the wilderneſs of this wicked 
world, untill God by miraculous means made her known unto 
him, and fo led her home by victory and triumph in the truth, 
unto the heavenly habitation of eternal reſt and glory. Unto 
the which Almighty God bring us all for his Sons lake. Amen. 


THE ARGUMENT. 


Every ſupream Magiftrat, and other inferior, is to be honored and 
reverenced, Every true Chriſtian man ought to conſider his duty 
herein. And every ſalſe Chriſtian perverting the ways of the 
godly, the reward of fuch is Iaid up in Hell ; but the juſt ſhall 
inherit the bleſſed liſe everlaſting. 


The 41. Hiſtory. 

In Rome ſometime dwelt a mighty Emperoz, named Martin, 
which foz entire affection kept with him his bzothers (on, whom 
men called Fulgentius. Mith this Martin dwelt allo a knight 
that was Steward of the Empire, and uncle unto the Emperoz, 
which envied this Fulgentins, Studying day and night how he 
might bring the Emperoꝛ and this-youth at debate. Tuherefoze 
the Steward on a day went to theEmpero:, and ſaid: My Lozd, 
quoth he, I that am your trut ſervant, am bound in duty to warn 
your Yighnels, if J hear any thing that toucheth your Honoz ; 
wherefoze J havs ſuch things that J muſt needs utter it in * 
; | o 


Therefore awake thy neighbor, and help him. For 4 brother 
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to your Majeſty between us two. Then (aid the Emptroꝛ: Gon 
friend, lay on what thee liſt. My molt dear Lozd, quoth the 
Steward, Fulgentuws your Coulin, and your uigh kinlman hath 
defamed you wonderiully and ſhamefuily thzoughout all your 
Empire; laying, that your bzeath ſtinketh, and that it is death 
to him to lerve you dur cup: Then the Emperoz was grievoutly 
Diſpleaſcth, and almolt betide himſelt toz anger, and ſaid unto 
him thus; J pra ther, god friend, tell me the very truth, if 
that my bzeath itinketh,as he ſaith. My Loꝛd, quoth the Steward, 
ye may believe me, J never percewed a (tweeter bzeath in my days 


then yours is. Then laid the Emperoz : J pꝛay thee, god friend, 


tell me how J may bzing this thing to god pzof. The Steward 
anſwertd, and laid: My Loꝛd, quoth dhe thall right well under 
ſtand the truth, foz to mozrow next when he ſerveth you of pour 
cup, vt ihall (ee that he will turn away his facefrom you, becauſe 
of your bꝛtath: and this is the moſt certain pꝛot᷑ that may be han 
of this thing. UGerilp, quoth the Emperoz, a truer pzot cannot 
be had ot this thing. Theretoze anon when the Steward heard 
- this, he went ſtraight to Fulgentius, and-twk him aſide, ſaying 
thus: Dear criend, thou art near Kinſman, and Nephew unto 
my 92D the Emperoz : therefoze if thou wilt be thankfull unto 
me, J will telt thee of a fault whereor my Lozd the Emperozcom- 
plaineth ort, and thinketh to put thee from him (except it be (oner 
amended) and that will bs a great repzof to thee. Then ſaid this 
Fulgentius: Ah, gon Sir, foz his love that died upon the Croſs, 
teil me why my Lozd is ſo (oze moved with me; fox J am ready 
to amend mp tault in all that J can oz may, and for to be ruled 
by your diicreet counſel. 

Why breath, quoth the Steward, ſtinketh ſo ſore,that his drink 
doth him no god, ſo grievous unto him is the ftinking breath of 
th» mouch. Chen laid Fulgentius unto the Steward: Truly, 
that aerceved J never till now: but what think you of my breath: 
4 pray you. tell me the very truth, Truly, quoth the Steward, it 
ſtintzeth grtatly and foul. And, this Fulgentius believed all that 
he laio, and was right Sorrowkull in his mind, and prayed the 
Ste ward ot his couniel and help in this woful caſe. Then ſaid 
th: Stiward unts him: Jf thou wilt do my countel, J ſhall bring 
th.z matter to a god conclution ; therefore do as J thall tell the, 
Þ count£el thee for the beſt, and allo warn ther, that when thou 
lerven my Lord th? Emperor of his cup, that thou turn thy kace 
away from him lo that he map not (mell thy ſtinking breath, un⸗ 
till the time that thou halt provided ther of lamt remedy therefore, 
Then was Fulgentius right glad, and ſtare to him that he would 
Do by his countel. Not long after, it befell that This poung man 
Fulgentius ſerved his Lord as he was wont to d&aud therewith 
luddenly he turned his face from his Lord the Emperor, as the 
Steward hav taught him. And when the Empero eived the 
avoiding of his head, he (mote this young man Fulgentius on — 
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breaſt with his fot, and ſaid to him thus: O thou lewd Uarlet, 
now FJ ſee well it is true that J have heard of the, and therefore 
go thou angn out of my light, that J may ſee thee no more in this 
place. And with that this young Fulgentius wept kult tore, and 
avoided the place, and went ont ot his ſight. Ano when this was 
Done, the Emperor called unto him his Steward, and ſaid: Hol 
may J rid this Uarlet from the Tutorld, that thus hath dekamed 
me? My molt dear Lord, quoth the Steward, right well you 
ſhall have pour intent: for here beſide, within theſe three miles, 
ve have brick-makers, which dayl . great fire to burn brick, 
and alto they make lime, therefore, my Lord, lend to them this 
night, charge them upon pain of death, that who.oever cometh to 
them firtt in the morning, ſaying to them thus: My Lord com- 
mandeth them to fulfill his will: that they take him, and caſt him 
into the furnace, and burn him: and this night command you this 
Fulgentius, that he go early in the morning to paur wortz men, 
and that he ask them, whether they have fulfilled your will which 
they were commanded, or not? And then thall they, according 
to your commandment, caſt him into the fire, and thus chall he 
Dit an evil death. Surelp, quoth the Emperor, thy countel is god, 
therelore tall to me that Uarlet Fulgentius. Aud when the young 
man was come to the Emperors prelence, he laid to him thus: J 
charge thet upon pain of death, that thou riſe early in the morn- 
ing, and go to the burners ot lime and brick, and that thou be 
with them early betort the Sun rile, three miles from this houle, 
and charge them in my behalf, that they fulull my command⸗ 
ment, or elle they ſhall die a moſt ſhametull death. Then ſpake 
this Fulgentius: My Lord, il God ſend me my life, J thall 
fulfill your will, were it that J ſhould go to the worlds end. 
Then Fulgentius had this charge, he could not tieep oz thonght, 
that he muit ariſe early foꝛ to tulfill his Lozds commanoement. 
The Emperoz about midnight tent a Meſſenger on hozſe-back 
unto his brick makers, commanding them upon pain of death, 
that whoſoever came to them firſt in the mozning, ſaying unto 
them (as is bekoze rehearſed ) they ſhould take him and bind him, 
and caſt him into the fire, and burn him to the bare bones. The 
bꝛick⸗ makers anſwered, and laid, It ſhould be done. Theu the 
Peſſenger returned home again, and told the Emperoꝛ that his 
commandment thould be fulfill td. Early in the mozning following 
Fulgentius aroſe, and pzepared him towards his way: and as he 
went, he heard a bell ring to ſervice, wherefoze he went to hear 
ſervice : and after the end of the ſervice, he fell atleep, and there 
he flept a long time, ſo ſoundly, that the Pꝛieſt np2 none other 
might awake him. The Steward deſiring inwardly to hear of 
his death,about two of ths cl ock he went unto the wozk-men;and 
{aid unto them thus: Sirs, quoth he, have ye done the Emperoꝛs 
commandment, oꝛ not? The bzick-makers anſwered him, and 
ſaid; Mo, truly, we have not yet Done his commandment, ** - 
tha 
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thal be dont: and with that they laid hands on him. Then crycy 


the Steward, and ſatd: God Sirs, ſave my life, foꝛ the Emperoz 


commanded that Fulgent ius ſhould be put to death. Chen ſaty 
they: The Meſlenger told us not ſo; but he bade us that wholo⸗ 
ever came firit to us in the moꝛning, ſaying as you have ſaid that 
we ſhould take him, and caſt him into the turnact, and burn him 
to aſhes: and with that they th:ew him into the fire. And when, 
he was burnt, Fulgentius came to them, and ſaid: God Sirs, 
have you done my Loꝛds tommandment:? Pra, (wthly, ſaid they: 
and therekoꝛe go pt again to the Emperoz, and telt him ſa. Then 
lard Fulgentins : Foꝛ Chtiffs love, teil me that commandment. 
TUe had in commandment, faid they, upon pain of death, that 
wi olſoever came to us firſt in mozning, and ſaid like as thou haſt 
ſaid, that we ſhould take him and caſt him into the furnace: but 


bekoꝛe rhee came the Steward, and therrfoꝛe Have we fulſtlled in 


him the Emperoꝛs commandment : notv he eis burnt to the bare 
bones. When Fulgentius heard this, he thanked God, that hz 
had ſo pꝛeſerved him from death therefo:e he twk His leave of the 
woꝛk⸗ men, and went again to the Palace. U@then the Emperoz 
ſaw him, he was almoft diſtract of his wits foz anger, and thus 
he ſaid: Haſt thou been with the byick-makers, and fulfilled my 
commandment ? Sothly, my gracious Lozd, J have been there: 
but ere J came there, your commandment was fulfilled.” How 
may that be true? quoth the Emperoz. Foꝛſoth ſaid Fulgentius, 
the Steward came to them afoze me, and ſaid-that J thould have 
ſaid ; ſo they took him, and thꝛew him into the furnace : and ik J 
had come any ſooner, ſo would they have done to me: and there- 


foꝛe J thank God that hath pzeſerved me from death. Then ſaid 


the Emperoz : Tell me the truth of ſuch queſtions as J ſhall ye- 
mand thee, Then ſaid.Fulgentins to the Emperoz : You never 
found in me any kal ſhood: and therefoze J greatly wonder tvhy 


ve Have ozdained ſuch a beath fox me ? fo} well ye knotp chat Jam 


your own b:others fon.. Then ſaid the Emperoꝛ to Fulgentius : 
It is no wonder, foꝛ that death J ozdained fox thee thꝛough couuſel 
of ehe Steward, becauſe thou didſt defame me thioughoiit all my 
Empirt, ſaying, That my bꝛeath did ſtink ſo grievouſſy, that it 
was death to thee: and in token thereof, thou turnedfi away thy 
facz when thou ſerved me of my cup: and that Jfaw with mint 
eyes: and for this cauſt J0:dained foꝛ thee inch a death, and yet 
thou. thalt die, except: hear a better excule. ow 605! 

Then anſtutred Fulgentius, and laid: Ah, dear Lozd, ik it 
might pleaſe pour Vighnals foꝛ to hear me, I thal ſhow you a fuberil 
and deceitful imaginatiam. Say on, quoth the Emperoz. . The 
Steward, quoth Fulgentius, that is now dead, cam? to me, and 


ſaid; that vt told unto him that my bꝛeath vid ſtink, and thereupon 
ht caunlelled me, that when J ſerved vou of pour cup, J would 


turn away my face: J take God to witnels, lie not. Then 


the Emperoꝛ heard this, he believed him, and laid: D my Kr 
no 


— pod * , "3"... 
2 2 4 3 p Wir Mt, - 
E a _ 
of 


"2. I. A 


STA ROMANORuu. 


— 


102 G 


now J ſee thꝛough the right wiſe judgement of God, the Steward 


is burnt, and his own wickednels and envy is kallen on himſelf : 

fo he ozdained this-malice againſt thes, ànd 'therefoze thou art 

much bound to Almighty God, that hath pzelerved thek from death. 
The Moral. 

Dear friends, this Emperor betokeneth every ſupream 

Magiſtrat : and Ful ten ia his Nephew, betokeneth'every true 


' Chriſtian man, which ſhould truly ſerve them with faithful 


loyalty, like as Fulgentius ſerved the Emperor at his cup, 
wherefore he ſhall be greatly loved of God, This Steward 
betokenethevery falſe Chriſtian man, as Cain, which oftentimes 
turneth the heart of right wiſe men from God ; ſaying, that his 
breath ſtinketh ; that is, that the life of this Magiſtrat is not 
acceptable to God or man, which is againſt the Scripture, which 
ſaith : Jud & not, and ye ſhall not be judged. But oftentimes 
ſuch malicious people accuſe righteous men, wherefore they 
ſhall be caſt into the everlaſting fire of Hell, where is wailing, 


weeping, and miſery without end. But the righteous ſhall 


aſcend to everlaſting life. Unto the which bring us our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


| THE ARGUMENT. 

Tyrants and unzodly perſons walk without knowledze of the truth, 
till they come to the Church of God. The wiched perſecute the 
godly : but as they are preſerved by the mighty providence of God, 
ſo they ought not bo fees in ſin. A figurative ſpeech of three ſeveral 
meanings, viz. Tahe, Teeld, and Flee. The ſignification thereof. 


The 42. Hiſtory. 


Sh dwelt ſometime in Rome a mighty Emperor, named 
Delphinus, which had no childzen, ſave only a daughter which 
was a fair creature, well beloved of Her father. As this Emperoꝛ 
rode on a day a hunting in the Foꝛreſt, ſundenly he rode out of his 
way, and toi, men, wherefoze he was greatly diſcomfozted, to: 
he wiſt not whether he rode, noꝛ in what place he was: till at the 
laſt when he had thus ridden all the daß alone, in the evening he 
ſaiv a houie, and * he rode a great pace, and knocked at the 
gate: immediatly the good⸗ man of the houſe heard him, and asked 
the caule of his knocking, and what he would have? Dear friend, 
quoth the Emperoz, lo, it is night. as ye may ſe : ther efoꝛe J 
Deſirt of you nen the love ol God. hen he ha d thus ſaid, 
the gon⸗man of the houſe (unawares that he was the Empcrox ) 
anſwered, and ſaid ; God friend, quoth he, Jam the Emperoꝛs 
Fozrcſter, aud have plenty of venniſon, and other victual = = 

then 
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uhen the Emperoz heard this; he was right glan in chin minn; 
neverthelels, he toln him not that he was th: Emperoz. - Then the 
Fozeeſter'opened the gate, and received him as kindly as he could, 
and ſet him to ſupper, and ſerved him wozthily. And when he had 
ſupped, the Foꝛreſter brought him to his chamber, and when tune 
was he went to bed. In the lame night, it befell that the Fozrefiers 
wife vid travel of child in another chamber hard by, and was 
Delivered the ſame night of a godly ſon. And as the Empera lay 
in his bed fleeping, him (eemed he heard a voyce, taping to him 
th:ice theſe words: Take, take, take. And with that he awoke, 
and marvelled greatly what it might be. ſaying to himielf thus: 
A voyce biddeth me, Take, take, take. Uhat thall J take ? Ann 
immediatly he fell aſleep again. And the ſecond time he heard a 
voyce ſaping unto him thele wozds: Pield, yee(d, yeeld. And 
with that he awakened again, and wondered grcatly, ſaying unto 
himſelf ; hat may this ſignifie ? Firſt, J heard a voyce that 
laid: Take, take, take, and nothing J xeceived ; and right nom 
J heard another voyce that ſaid : Peeld, peeld, yee:!d. What thouly 
J yeeld ? And as he ſay thus thinking to himſelf, He felt aſlep 
again, and then he heard the third voyce, ſaying thele woꝛds thiice : 
Flee, flee, flee : fo: this night is a child boꝛn. that after thy decraſt 
thal be emperoz. Then the emperoy heard this, he wakened, and 
wonderen greatly what it might be. In the mozrow following, 
the emperoꝛ called to him the Fozrefter, and ſaid ; Dear friend, 
J pꝛap tell me if any child be bozn here about this night, to thy 
knowledge? My Wife, quoth the Fozxeſter, this night iu de⸗ 
livered of a ſon. J pzay thee, ſaid the emperoz, thow me thy lon. 
When the emptroꝛ had ſeen the child, he (aw a mark in the childs 
vilage, whereby he might know him at another time: and he ſain 
to the Foreſter thus: Dear friend, knoweſt thou who J am: 
Nay(wthly, quoth the Foxreſter, foz J never (aw you befoze this 
time, as far as J can remember; nevertheleſs, it leemeth that ye 
be a Gentleman. Then anſwered the emperoz, ans ſaid ; J am 
the emperoꝛ your Lozy, whom you 44 this night : where» 
foze J give thee hearty thanks. This hearing the Fozrefter, he 
fell down upon. both his knees at his feet, and beſought him of 
mercy, if that he had offended his Highneſs in any thing, Then 
anſwered the emperoꝛ, and laid: Be thou nothing afraid ;: for J 
thank thee heartily foꝛ thy goa cheer: and thy ſon that was bozn 
to nigbt, J will have to bring up in my Court, and ſhortly I will 
ſend kor him. O my gracious Lord, quoth the Forreſter, it is not 
fit that ſuch a noble emperor ſhould nourith the child of his ſubject 
and ſervant ; neverthelels, pour will be fulfilled ; and when pour 
Meſſengers come, J thall deliver: them my ſon. | 
Then the Emperor tek his leave, any rode home to his Palace : 
and woꝛtly after he was come home, he called unto him luch ler ⸗ 
vants as he truſted beſt, and laid to them thus: Go ye unto.m 
Foꝛreſter, with whom J was lodged luch a night, and 9 
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him his ſon, of which his wife was delivered that night; and upon 
pain of death, Lcommand pon that ye flay him by the way, any 
caſt his fleſh to the dogs, but bzing you the heart to me: and ex- 
cept pe fulfill my commandment, vt thall die the cruelleſt death 
that can be thought. Anon His ſervants went to the Foꝛreſt, and 
received the Foꝛreſters ſon, and bzought him with them: and 
when they wert come near unto the Palace, ont of them laid: How 
ſhal wt do that we may fulfill our Lozds commandment in flaying 
of this child? Some anſwered, and ſaid: That the child ſhould 
be flain, and ſome wonld have his life ſaved: and when they were 
thus ſtriving among themlel ves, ont of them that was moſt merci- 
ful, ſaid unto the reſt: O my god loving friends, hear my counſel, 
J befeech you, and ye ſhal not repent you thereof. If we murther 
this innocent child, we ſhall greatly offeny Almighty God: And 
behold, hereby are young pigs, kill we one of them, and then may 
wwe take with us his heart, and pꝛeſent it unto the Emperoz, ſay⸗ 
ing: That it is the heart of the young child. Then laid they: 
Thy counſel is god: but what ſhall we do with the child? Good 
friends; quoth he, let us wap him in ſome cloaths, and lay him 
in fone Hollow tree, fo; ptradventure God will help him, and (ave 
his life. TTthen he had thus lam, they did after his connſel in all 
things, and killed a pig, and went their way, and carried home 
with them the pigs heart to the Tmperoz, ſaying untohim thus: 
Lo, gracious Lozd, we have deſtroyed the child, as pe commanaed 
us: and with that they thewed him the pigs heart. The Emperoꝛ 
ſuppoſing it had been the childs heart, tok it, and caſt it into the 
fire deſpightfully, ſaying; Lo, there is the heart of him which 
thould have been Emperoz after me. Lo, what it is to believe in 
Dz:eams, which be but fautaſies,. and vain things, | ; 

The ſame day after the child was put into the Hollow tree, 
there came an Carl to hunt in the Forreſt: and as his hounds 
chaſed'an Hart, they came to the hollow tree where the child lay, 
and when they ſmelt the ſavor ol the child, they would go no fur- 
ther. The Earl ſering this, marvelled why his hounds abode 
there, and ſmote his horit with his ſpurs, he rode a great pace till 
he came unto them. And when he came unto the tree wherein the 
child was laid, he looked in at a hole, and ſaw the child lying, and 
then he was right glad, and twk the child up in his arms full. 
lovingly; and bart it home to his Caſtle, ſaying unto the Counteſs 
his wife ; Lo my dear wife, this dap by fortune J have found 
a very fair child in an hollgw tree, as J hunted in the Forreſt 
whereof J am right glad: And becauſe thou never vet conceivsdit 
a child, therefore J exhort thee that thou wilt feign thy ſelk to 
travel with child, and ſay that thou haft born this child. The 
Countejs tulfilled gladly the Earls deſtre, and lad: My mo 
dear Lord, your will in this thing ſhall be dont. Not long after 
this, nets went throughout all the Countrey, that the Counteſs 
was delivered of a fair ſon, wherefore every man xejoyced mee, 
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Cht child began to grow, and was well-beloveh of every man, 
and efpecially of the Carl and the Counteſs. It befell wyrn the 
child was fifteen years of age, the Emperoz made a ſolemn featt 
unto ali the Lozds of his Empire,unto the which feaft this Earl 
was called, who at the dap aſſigned came,and bought his ion with 
him, which was at that time a fair young Squire. and he carveo 
at the bioꝛd befoze the Earl. ThaEmperoz ſtedfaſtly beheld him, 
and eſpyed the token in his koꝛe⸗ head, which he had ſen befoze in 
the Foꝛreſters houle, whertwith he was greatly moved within him- 
lelk, and laid unto the Earl in this manner: TAthole ſon is this? 
Certes, ſaid the Earl, he is my ſon. Then land the Emperoz ; 
By the faith that thou oweſt to me, tell me the truth. 

The Earl ſeeing that he might not excuſe himſelf, but that needs 
he muſt tell him the truth, told him, he found him in a hollow tree; 


this hearing py empcroz,he was almoſt diſtract or his wits foz anger 


and called to him his ſervants, which he had ſent befoze to deſtroy 
child. And when they came betoze him, he made them toſware that 
they ſhould tell him the truth what they had done with the child. 
Gꝛacious Lozd, ſaid they, we yeeid us unto pour Grace and 
goodneſs, foꝛ pitty ſo moved us, that we might not deſtroy him, 
but we put him in a hollow tree : what befell of him afterward, 
certainly we know not: and in his ſtead we kitled a Jig, and 
bzought the heart thereof to you, : 
When the Emperoꝛ had heard the truth of the matter, he (ain 
unto the Carl: This young man, quoth he, thall abide wich me. 
The earl immediatly granted, though it was greatly againit his 
will. When the keaſt was ended, every man twk his leave of the 
Emperoz,and went tvheveas they lift. And at that time it foꝛtuned 
that the Empzeſs and her daughter ſojourned in another Coun⸗ 
trey far from thence, by the commandment of the Tmperoz. 
Not long after, the empero! ſaid unto this young Squire: Jt 
behoveth thee to ride unto the Empꝛels my wike with my letters, 
Jam ready at your tommandment, my Loꝛd, laid he, to fulfill your 
Deſire. Immediatly the Emperoz wrote letters, the intent whereof 
was this, that the Empꝛels thould cake the bearer of thele letters, 
and let him be y2awn at the hozle tail, and after that the thould let 
him be hanged till he weve dead, and that on pain of death. uhen 
the letters were all lealed, the Emperoꝛ gave them unto the young 
Squire, Commanding him to tped him on his Journey : Ano 
Stra ightway the young Squire put them clole into a Box, any 
rode foꝛth on his journey. Muhen he had ridden three oz tour days 
on his journey, in an evening he came mito a Catile where dwelt 
a Knight, and gently delired of him a nights lodging. Che knight 
beho:ding the 1weet favoy of the young Squire, made him goon 


' chear, and afterward bzought him into his chamber: and when 


ye was there, he went to beo, and immevpiatle fell alleep tos he 

as full weary ot his journey,and toꝛgot his Box with the letters 

lying openly in his Chamber. a 
hin 
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Muhen the Bnight law the Box, he opened it, and founn 
letters ſraled with the emperozs ſign manuel, and was greatey 
tempted to open them: and at the laſtthe opened them neatly and 
then read hoto the empzeſs upon pain of death,thould put the bearer 
of them to death; and then he was right ſozratvful,and (aid with- 
in himſelf: Alace, quoth he, it is great pitty to flay ſo fair and 
proper a man: and immediatly akter the Knight rayed out that 
Writing, and wrote in the (ame place thele words tollowing: Upon 


pain of dꝛath. I command ther, that thou take this young Squire, 


bearer of thele letters, and let him be wedden without delay unto 
my Daughter and yours, with all the honor and ſolemnity that 
can be thought: and when they be married, that ye make as much 
account ot him, as if he were your own lon. and that he lupply my 
room, till J come unto you my lelk. Muhen the Knight had thus 
written, he cloſed the letters neatly, and put them into the box 
again. Early in the morning the young Squire aroſe, and very 
haſtily made ready and twk his leave of theRnight.and rode forth 
on his journey: and the third day after he came unto the empreſs, 
and laluted her dutitully in the emperors behalf,and gave her the 
letters. Nuhen the empreſs had read them, anon ſhe ſent forth her 
Meſſengers throughout 5 countrep, commanding the States and 
Oentlemian to come to her daughters wedding on a dap aſſigned. 

When the day was come, thither came many great Lords and 
Ladies, and anon the young Squire eſpouſed the emperors daugh- 
ter with great honor. according to the tenor of the letters, and was 
much honoꝛed among the pꝛople. not loug after, it befell that the 
Emperor came into that councrey, and when the empreſs heard of 
His toming, the took with her her ſon in law with much other 
people,and went to welcome the emperor.Uthen * emperor ſat 
this young Squire leading the Lady his Uife, he was greatly 
moved within himſelt, and Aid: O thou curſed woman, becauſe 


thou haſt not fulfilled my commandment, thou ſhalt die an evil 


death, D my dear Lord, quoth thy, all that you commanded me, 
to do, J have fulfilled. Map, curſed woman, ſaid the emperor, it is 
not lo: kor J wrote to thee that thou ſhouldeſt put him to death, 
and yet he is alive, My Lord, quoth the empreſs, you wrote to 
me that J thould give him your Daughter to wife, and that on 
pain ok death, in witneſs hereof, lo, here pour letters ſealed with 
your otwnSeal manual. cuthen the emperor ſaw this, he wondered 
greatly, and (aid : Js he then eſpouſed to my daughter? Pes, 
turzly, (aid the empreſs, long ago, with grzat ſolemnity: and as 
J perceive, your daughter is with child. Then ſaid the emperor; 
D Lord Jeſus, it is great folly to ſtrive againſt thine ordinance: 
therecore (ith it is lo, thy will muſt needs be fulfilled. And with 
that he tok his (on in law in his arms, and kiffed him which 
3 death was Emperor, and ended his Life in reſt and 
pe: | 


De 
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This Emperor may betoken Herod, who would have ſlain 
the Child - Jeſus, wherefore he ſent Meſſengers to ſeek him, 
according to the Scripture, ſhowing how he commanded three 
Kings to ſeek him, and bring him tydings again where he was, 


| that he might come and worſhip iim alſo. The Forreſter 


betokeneth Foſeph our Ladies husband, which kept him: but 
when the three Kings came, they flewhim not, but worſhipped 
him on their knees, and left him in the hollow tree of the 
God-head. The Earl that found this Child, betokeneth the 
Holy Ghoft, which warned Joſeph by the Angel in his ſleep, 
that he ſhould take our Lady and her Son and flee into Egypt. 
By the firſt tabe, may be underſtood the great benefit that 
he gave thee, when he gave thee a ſoul made to his own 
ſinilitude. By the ſecond tabe, is underſtood the Son of God, 
which was born of the bleſſed Virgin Mary, By the third tabe, is 


- underſtood the ſame Son of God which died upon the Croſs, 


By the firſt yeeld, is underſtood that we oughtto yeeld our 
ſoul unto Almighty God, as clean as he gave us it after our 
Regeneration in Baptiſm. By the ſecond yeelq, that we ought 
to yeeld honor, worſhip, and loye unto Almighty God, and 
man. By the third yeeld, that we ought to yeeld to God true 
confeſſion of faith, contrition of heart, and amendment of life. 
The firſt flee, betokeneth ſin, which we ſhould flee. The ſecond 
flee, betokeneth the world, which we ſhould flee, for the great 
temptations that are therein. The third fee, betokeneth ever- 
laſting pain, the which we ought to flee through faith, by the 
which we may come to everlaſting bleſs. Untothe which bring 
us our Lord Jeſus. Amen. 

THEAKGUMEN T. 

The Soul of Man being raviſhed by the tyranny of ſin, ſhe cympluineth 
unto Chriſt, which heareth her. The Hrant is overcome by Chriſt, 
who ejpouſeth her unto him, preparing a place of pzrpet ual joy for 
her. Chriſt receiveth the patient ſinner to his mercy by his Death 
and Paſſi n. 

The 43: Hiſtory, | | 
Here dwelt ſometime in Rome a mighty Emperor, namen 
Sontaimus, which ordained a Law, that wholoever ravitheg 

2 Curgin ſhould die: and il the were reſcued, then he that relcuen 

her, thould have her to wite, it him litt ; and ik he would not marry 

her, then ſhe thould bg elpouſed by his appointment. It betell on 

4 Bay that a Cyrant, named Poncianus, led a Gg into a 

D 2 Forcett, 
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Forreſt, and defloured her of her maiden-head. And when he had 
{o Done, he would have lain her, aud as he was Diſpoiling her of 
her cloaths there came riding by the Forreſt a gentle Knight, which 
heard the lamenting of the Damlel, wherefore he rode a great pace 
into th? Forreſt to lee what it might be. Now when he came, ye 
law a woman ſtanding all naked, lave only her {mock to whom the 
Knight ſpake: Art thou the, ſaid he, that cryed ſo lamentably: 
Then aniivered the Damlel: Yea, certainly, tor this man that 
ſtandeth Here hath raviſhed me, and defloured me or my maiden⸗ 
head, and now he would flap me, and therefore he hath dilpoiled 
me of my cloaths : for the love of God, gentle Knight, help me 
now, Then laid the Tyrant: She lieth, tor the is my wile, and 
J have found her in adultery with another man, theretore J will 
fiay her. Then laid the Knight: J believe better the woman then 
the: for lo, the tokens appear openly in her viſage, that thou halt 
ravilhed her, therefore will J tight with thee kor Her deliverance. 
And immediatty they buckled both together and fought eagerly, 
till they were both (ore wounded. Neverthelets, the Knight ob- 
tained the victory, and put the Tyrant to flight. „ 

Then laid the knight unto the woman: Lo, J have ſuffered for 5 
thy love many ſore wounds, and Have ſaved thee from death, wilt | 
thou therefore promiſe to be my wife * Thereto J aſſent, quoth | 
the, with all my heart, ana thereupon J plight thee my truth. 
TUhen they were thus enſured, then laid the Knight as followeth. 

Mere beude is my Caſtle, go thither, and abide there till J have 
provided all things needfull for our wedding: for J purpole to 
make a great feait thertat. My Lord, quoth ſhe, J am ready to 
fultill your will. Then went the unto his Caſtle, whereas the 
was worthily received ; and the Rnight went unto his friends for. 
to bid them to the marriage. In the mean whils came Poncianus 
the Tyrant to the Knights Caſtle, and prayed her that he might 
ſpeak with her. Then came ſhe down from the Caltle to him, and 
this Tyrant ſubtilly flattered her, and laid: Gentls love, it it 
pleaie you to conlent to me, J thal give you both ſilver and gold, 
and great riches, and J ſhall be your ſervant, and pe my Sover- 
aign. TThen the woman Heard this, full lightly he was deceived 
through his flattering language, and ſon granted him to be his 
wife, and tok Him to her in the Caſtle. | 

Not long after, the Knight came home, and found the Caſtle | 
gate thut, and knocked thectat; but long it was ere he might have 
an(wer. At the latt the woman came, and demanded why he 
knocked at the gate? Then ſaid he to her: © ſweet Lady, why 
haſt thou ſo ſcon changed thy love? Let me come in. Map, ſure- | 
Ly, laid the, thou ſhalt not come here ; for J have hers with me 
my love-which J loved before, Remember, quoth the knight, thou 
gavelt me thy truth to be my wife, and how J| ſaved thee from 
death: and it thou ponder not thy faith,beho'd my wounds which 
J have lutfered in my body kor thy love. And ſo he ——_— 
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himſelf naked all ſave his holen, that he might thow 1 75 
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openly. -But ſhe would not ſee them, nor ipeak more with him, 
but ſhut faſt the gate, and went her way. Now when the Knight 
ſaw this hz went to the Indge, and made his * to him, 
pꝛaping him to * right wile judgement on the Tyzant and the 
woman. Then þ Judge called them both befoze him, e when they 


- were come, the Knight ſaid thus: My Lozw, J ask the benellt or 


the Law, which is this: Ik a man reicue a woman from ravithing, 
the reſcuer ſhal marry her, if him liſt; and this woman J delive- 
red from the hands of the Tyrant, therefoze I ought to have her 
to my wike: and furthermoze the gave me her faith and truth to 
marry with me, and thereupon the went to my Caſtle,and J Have 
been at great coft againſt our wedding; and therefoze,as it ſeem⸗ 
eth to me,the is my witt by the Law. Then ſaid the Judge to the 
Tyrant: Thou knoweſt well that this knight delivered her from 
thy hand, and fox her love hath ſuffered grievous wounds, and 
therefore well thou woteft that the is his wife by the Law, ik that 
him lift. But after her deliverance with flattering ſpeech thou 
half deceived her: therefoze J judge thee to be hanged. 

Then ſaid the Judge to the woman likewiſe ; O woman, thou 


" knolveft hotv this Knight ſaved thre from dtath, and thertupon 


thou betrothedeſt him thy faith and troth to be his wife,theretore 
by two reaſons thou art his wife: firſt, by the Law ; and after, 
by faith and troth. This notwithſtanding, thou conlentedeſt af- 
terward to the Tytkut, broughteſt him into $ Knights Caſtle, 
and didſt ſhut the gate againſt rhe Knight, and wouldeſt not ſee 
his wounds which be (uffcred for thy love: and therefore J judge 
thee to be hanged alſo. And ſo it was dont, both the ravither,and 
the that was ravithed, were condemned to death: wherefore every 
man praiſed the Judge for wiſe jndgement. | 
| The Moral. 

This Emperor betokeneth the Father. of Heaven, which 
ordained a Law, that if the foul of man were raviſned from 
God by fin, the ſaver of the ſoul ſhould eſpouſe him, if him lift. 
The woman that was raviſhed, - betokeneth the foul of man, 
which was raviſhed by the ſin of our fore-father Adam, and let 
out of Paradiſe into the Forreſt of this wretched world by the 
Tyrant Pontianus, which betokeneth the Devil: aud he not 
only defiled her by loſing the heritage of Heaven, but alſo he 
would {lay her with everlaſting pain. But the ſoul cryeth with 


an high yoyce, whoſe cry our Lord Jeſus Chriſt heard. This 


cry was made when Adam cryed after the oyl of mercy, and 
Patriarchs and Prophets cryed for remedy, ſaying theſe words: 
O thou the higheſt in the Eaſt, viſit thou us, &c, The Knight 
betokeneth our Lord Jcſus Chriſt, which came from Heaven, 
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ESTA ROMANO RUM. 
and fought with the Tyrant; that is, the Devil, and both they 
were ſore wounded : for our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was wounded 
inthe fleſh, and the Devil maimed in his Kingdom: wherefore 
the woman ; that is, the ſoul, gaye her faith and troth'unto 
Chriſt Jeſus, when ſhe became a Chriſtian, ſaying theſe words: 
Tforfabe the Devil and all his pride, and believe in God the Father 
Almizhty. Then ordained our Lord Jeſus Chriſt a marriage 
between him and her, with the two ſpecial Sacraments of 
Biptiſm, and the Lords Supper, whereof may be made a ſtrong 
Caſte againſt the Deyil. Alſo our Lord commanded the ſoul to 
keep her ſtill in the Caſtle of vertue, till he went to provide 
that was needful; that is, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt aſcended to 
Heaven to prepare for her a dwelling place of cycrlaſting joy, 
whereas we ſhould d well after the day of Judgment with our 
Lord God in honor and glory, ' | 
But, alace, in the mean time came the Devil, and beguiled 
the wretched ſoul by deadly fin, and ſo he entered into the 
Caſtle of our heart, which ſhould be the Caſtle of God. The 
Knight Jcſus knocked at the gate of our heart, according to the 
Scripture : Lo, I-ſtand at the door and knock, if any man will open, 
that I may enter. But where the Devil is, God doth not enter, 
except the ſinner will receiye him by Repentance, whichſecing 
our Lord hanging on the Croſs, that we may ſee his bloody 
wounds which he ſuffered for us, we finners ſhould be the rather 
mindful of his love: For from the crown of his head unto the 
ſole of his feet, was left no whole place: therefore ſaith the 
Prophet Ejai : Behold, and ſee if any ſorrow be like to my ſorrow. 
Therefore he is a wretched man that will not be conyerted unto 
his Lord God, but ly ſtill in deadly ſin; wherefore when he is 
called before the high Judge, he ſhal-be condemned to everla- 
ſting death. Therefore ſtudy we to open the doors of our hearts 
by fruitful faith in Almighty God, and then without doubt we 
ſnal obtaiu everlaſting lite, Unto which bring us our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. Amen. 
THE ARGUMENT, 
The Body and Soul of Man being made by Gods grace the Temple of 
the holy Ghoſt, do give themſelves to ſerve and pleaſe God in this 
life, and to love God and his neighbors according to his Laws : 
and though the Body by Death ſuffer mortal affition ſor a time, 
yet by Faith, Hape, and Charity in Feſus Chriſt, bath Body and 
Soul ſhall inherit life and joy everlaſting. 5 
| ic 
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ESTA ROMANO 
The 44. Hiſtory, EY b 
T is read of a certain Roman Empsro:, which erecting koꝛ him- 


belt a godly Monument oz Tomb, as the labozers vigged in 


5 ground of his palact they found a coffeu of gold bound about th 
thee hops, and upon the hops was ingraven thelt wop?s: J have 
ſpent ; J have given: J have kept: J have had; J now have: J 


Have loft: Jam punilhed, - That which J had, J (peut: That 


which J gave, J have. When the Empexoz law this, he calted 
together his Nobles and States, and laid unto them; $Py Lords, 
go and conlider among your ſelves, what this inſcription meaneth. 
Unto whom the Noblies ſhoztly after returned this anlwer, ſaying; 
The meaning of this inſcription is no otherwile but this: There 
was a certain Emperoꝛ your pzeveceſſo;, which peſired to leave be- 
bind him an example to others, that they might follow him in 
god life and converiation, to wit, J have ſpent, my like in judging 
others righteouſiy, and governing my ſelf accoꝛding to the rule of 
rtalon. J have given to my ſouldiers things necelſaty, unto the 
pwr maintenance and living, and to every one as to my (elk, ac- 
cording to their deſerts. J Have kept, in all my works, righte- 
ouſnels, mercy to them that need it, and to work-men their worth 
wages. J have hadaltberal ang a conſtant heart to every one which 
ſerved me: J have given riches in their neceſſity, aud loving favo; 
at all times. {| have had, a hand to tame and ſubdut enemies,to 
Protect and defend friends, and to puniſh offenders. J have loſt, 
oliſhneſs, the friendſhip of enemics, and luſt, oz laſcivioutueſs. of 
the fleth. J am punithed, now by death, becauſe J believed not 
as J ought to have done, in one God eternal. J am punithed : J 
lap, alace, becaule J cannot redeem my ſelf, but by the merits of 
Ch:ilt the Savio of the world. Mhen the Emperor aforeſain 


heard the meaning of the inſcriptions wiſely interprited on this 


manner, and how long that deceaſen Emperor had lived, he there- 
by governed himſelf, and his ſubſegs more provinently, and ended 
his life in Gods peace, with much honor. 


The Moral. 
Dear friends, this Emperor may be called every good Chriſtian 


man or woman, which ought, and is bound to ere& and re- 
edify a Tomb; that is, his heart prepared unto God, that he 


may perform his will above all things: and ſo diggeth in the 


22 of hig heart, by contrition and ſorrowful repentance 
or his ſins, that he doth find a golden coffin; that: is, a body 
dead to fin; but his ſoul garniſhed with vertues by Gods grace 
granted to the ſame, and bound about with three golden hoops, 
to wit, with Faith, Hope, and Charity. has then v7as ingraven 
in the ſame three hoops : Firſt, I have ſpent : where 1 mw 
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beaskhd, what haſt thou ſpent ? The good Chriſtiananfwereth, 


My body and ſoul in the ſervice of God. If any of you beſtow 


his temporal life ſo, he ſhal be aſſured of great reward, even 
of life cyerlaſting. The ſecond infeription is: 1 have bept. 


What haſt thou kept? The good Chriſtian anſwereth: Acontrite | 


and humble heart: and prepared unte God, to do whatſoeyer 
his good pleaſure was. The third inſcription is: I have given. 
What haſt thou given? The good Chriſtian anſwereth: Love 


unto, God with all my heart, with all my ſoul, and with all 
my mind, and love unto my neighbour, according to the 


Commandment of God. The fourth inſcription is: I have had. 
What haſt thou bad? The good Chriſtian anſwereth, and ſaith: 


Surely, a wretched life, becauſe I was conceived in fin, and 


born in iniquity, and alſo was formed of vile and baſe matter. 
Fifthly, what is the inſcription, I how have? The good Chriſtian 


anſwereth : My Baptiſm, and thereby am made the ſouldier of 


Chriſt, by vertues which God gave me in my Baptitm, whereas 
before E-was the bond-ſlave of Satan. Sixthly,*-what is that 
inſcription; Thave loft ? To this anſwereth the good Chriſtian: 
Surely, the favor of God, by mine own deſerts :. yet all the 
fins which Fhave committed againſt God, I hayeby repentance 
corrected and amended, becauſc repentance is one mean: but 


" Chriſts merits chiefly, and eſpecially eleanſeth us from all ſin. 


Seventhly, what is that inſcription, I am puniſhed ?- The good 
by 


Chriſtian anſwereth, and ſaith : Becauſe I am affiite 


death, for the offences and fins of my life. Eightly, what is 
that inſcription, Thave ſpent that which I had? To this anſwereth 


the good Chriſtian, ſaying : I have beſtowed my life time here 


in the works of mercy, by the grace which I recciyed of m 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Ninthly, what is this inſcripeion That - 


which I gave, I have ? Surely, in all my temporal life I gave 


all my counſel, whole aſſent, and will, which I had to be the 


fervant of God; and now it is the good will and pleaſure of 


God, that I ſhall remain with him 1n the joys of everlaſting 
life in Heaven. Unto the which Jeſus Chriſt our Savior bring 


us all. Amen. 0 
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